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WHAT IT IS TO COME TO CHRIST¢
BY REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER.

An old truth is always new to the per-
gon who has n new want of it. The old-
est of Gospel invitations is **Come unto
Me *'; but upon a darkened soul crying for
light, it rises withwy fréshi a rddidncg as
the.good old spn, did when he opened the
eye of day this very morning. ‘I have
hecwrd this sentence repeated ever since I
was a child.” says one of iy readers ; “‘now
tell me just what it is to come to Christ?
Tell me how ¥ shall come 7 s

To this rensonable question let me offer
as plain a reply as I can shape. When
our Lord was on earth, many people came
to Jesus, from curiosity or some inferior
motive, but they brought only theirbodies,
znd not their hearts ; they took away no
blessing. You probably went to some
church last Sabbath ; that was only a
pluce, however sacred ; the inspired words
you listened to were still only words—

. gong, right to Jesusfor rest .7

they cannot save the soul.  Youread your
Bible, and cannot do it too thoroughly ;
wtill it is only a heaven-made cup. You
cannot drink the cup, you want the life-
giving water. You accept Christianity as !
a beautiful system of religion, worthy of
its Author, and may often wish that you
possessed it as a rule of faith and conduct.
£t 11t is only a system, wnd you cannot be !
saved by a system of truth any more thgi‘n

you can be cured of a'fever by your phy-/
sician’s prescriptions without, taking his
medicine. Nothing can’save you buta!
Person, and the only person_in the wide |
nniverse who can do it, is He who keeps |
saying to you, Come unto MEe. Are you |
sure that your eye is fixed on Him? - |
* I have been to about every chur:h in
1his town," said a sadly perplexed woman
to her pastor, *but the little comfort 1
get soon goes away again, and leaves me
as bad as before.,” ‘Do you rcad your
lible at home !™ ¢ Yes,” she replied, I
am always reading the Bible ; sometimes
it helps, me, but I scon get as wretched as
ever.” “*Have you prayed for peace?”
“Q, sir, Iam praying for peace every day :
I get a little peace after praying, but I
soon lose it. 1 am a miserable woman,”
The pastor was-a skilful handler of troubled
souls, and he inquired of -her-—‘‘ Now
when you went to church, or read your
Bible. or prayed, did you vely on these
things Yo give you peaces?” she acknow-

ledged that she did.  *‘To whom'did you
pray?” With sdine ‘Surprise “she ssid,
*Of course I prayed to God, sir.
who else shotld I pray?” The minister
opened his New Testament to the eleventh

chapter of Matthew, and bade her read

this verse, ‘‘ Come unto Me, and [ will
give.yoy test 1" Now, madam, have you

looked amazed, and thé tears came in her
eyes. Everything und everybody else—
church, Bible, prayers, and minister
seemed to vanish away, and there remair-
ed no one to herbut Jesus only.  She gave
her heart to Jesus on the spot, and from
that moment she began to live; for he
that hath the Son hath life. Up to that
hour the bewildered woman had been
dead in sin j when Christ came into her
soul, pardon, *peace, and divine power
came.” The process through which she
passed was just as supernatural, just as
much a divine work as when the corpse of
Jairus's daughter rose up, at the touch of
Christ, and began to speuk.

My friend, do you enquire if it was that
woman’s direct act of yielding herself to
Jesus Christ, that gave her immediate
peace, and made her a different person

+ ever afterwards? No, not exactly that.

The yielding was only her act, the faith
was only an exercise of her heart. Jesus
did e chanfinig, saving work.” When Bar-
timeiis flupg away his garment, and arose
and ¢pne to the Saviour, those steps. did
ot open his eyes, Christ opened his
eyes. - ~The utmost that his faith could do,

§3.

was to put him into Christ's haiids for

healing. ~ All that faith can effect for you
is to put you into ccnnection With Christ,
as the atoner for your guilt, the purifier
of you heart, the giver of eternal life. He
says ** Come unto Me ;" your heart'mnst
asgent, and do the coming, .

You must put youwself in comnection
with Christ by faith, but that faith will
act in two methods--prayer and practice.
The first of these is indispensable. As
Christ does not walk your streets in phy-
sical form, you can only approach Him by
prayer. Unless honest prayer, it is worth-
less. Honestly, humbly, earnestly ask
Him to pardon your sins. Ask Him to

cleanse your polluted heart ; for His prom-
ise is ** My blood cleanseth from all sin.”

He loves to have you quote his promises.

Invite Jesus to enter your goul and dwell |
there ; for as many as receive Him into-

To

Jrhe woman-

-



