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RAILWAY RECORD FOR 1899. £
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é A Year of Great Progress for the West.
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The past year has been one of
marid 1 activity in the work of rail-
way bullding In Manitgba. Many well
informed business peoplc are not
aware of the extent to which railway
pullding has Leen carried on In the
west  during 1899, Mauy persons
wili certuinly be surprised to learn
that railway building hag been golug
on ad thirtcon different polats west
of Lake Superior, exclusive vl the new
ratlways being built n Britishh Colum-
bin, which Iatter llnes will Lo cousld
cred In o separate article. Twelve of
theso neow roads are within the prov.
mee of Manpitoba. Tho thirteenth Iy
in  Northwestern Ontavio, but will
practically form a patt of tho Mani-
toba railway system, as it is designed
to formn @ link in another through lino
from Winnipcg to Lake Superior. In
the territories west of Manltoba no
now railway building has becn :donw
exceps the Fipestone Lranch of  the
Canadian Pacific railway, which was
built aeross the Manitoba boundary
and on westward some miles into As-
siniboia territory.  The southern
unlf of the province of Manitoba Ig
fast becoming o network of railways.
Thore is no pard of <Canada better
supplied with railway facilities to-day,
than is the case in the greater por.
idon of the southerry half of Mani-
toba. ‘TChe pew railway work for the
year showss a total of 351 miles, mosy
of which ig¢ fully completed and in
operation. While a number of the
vew roads are short branches, design-
ed {0 nct as feeders to other lines,
in some cases tho new roads are of
a more imporiant nature. Some are
exiensions into now territory of im-
poriant lines, such as the Canadian
Northern, which is opening up a vast,
riclt and entitely new region in north.
ern Maniteba, Then there is the Mani-
tota Southeastern, which is intended
to form a portion of a great truak
line throngh to Lake Superior, thus
providing a third road connecting
Winnlp.g with the great S$t. Law-
rchve system of inland navigation.

The past year in some respects was
an unfavorable one for railway build-
Lator was scarce and wapges
hizh all the season. Notwithstanding
the arrival of approximately 350,000
new settlers during the year, there
was greay difficulty in securlug the
number of men required for the work,
On account of this scarcity of men
thie work was not pushed ahead as
fast as was desired, but this was
made up for by the mild, open season

ing.

which cnabled contractors to work
to pood advantage much later than
usual,

All the new roads, we may say,
elther open new territory or give het-
ter shipping facilities to old districts,
the effect of which will te to stimu-
late the production of farm products.
With the large increase in immigra-
tion and the rapid extension of rail-
ways throughout the agricultural
Qdistricts of Weslern Canada, it s
evident that thls country wHl sgon
become an enormous producer of
agricultural commoditics. The large
influx of new settlers will demand
the opening of new districts for set-
tlement, and this will mean that more
rallways will have to te built. Great
therefore as has Leen the progicss
of the past year, the record for 1900
may show cven a larger iileage of
new road. Be this as it may, there
{3 tound to be a large fleld for the
ratlway contractor in Woestern Can-
ada. for many years to come.

The province of Manitoba alone now
L over 2,000 niles of railway, all
buily within the last twenty years.

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY.

During the pust year the Canadian
Pacific Railway Company has carried
on new railway construction at no less
than seven different points within the
province of Manitoba, including the ex-
tencion of the Northwest Central and
the short link connecting the latter
railway with the Rapld City branch
of the Manitoba & Northwestern. These
two rcads, it~ will be understood, are
both=now controlled by the Canadinn
Pucific Railway Company. This shows
that the company has been very active
Guring che year. ‘To mention “these
various undertakings in detail, we
have first two new branches in South.
ern Manitoba, known as the &now.
flako and Wascada braunches, respec.
tively. DBoth theso new roads are
short feeders to tiie Deloralne branch,
cffording better rallway facllitles «to
well eettled agricultural districts south
of the Deloraine branchi. ~These two
new branches have been completed and
are now being operated. Tho Snow-
fiaka branch has a total length of a
littlo over 17 miles, and the Wascada
branch, which starts at Deloraine, is
somuthing over 18 miles long.

Moving a lttlo north from Deloraloe,
we have the Pipestone branch, where a
considerable amount of work hus been
doie.  An extenslon of 17 miles was
graded on this branch during the sum.
mer of 1848, westward from Reston.
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Thix 17 milcs was completex! durlng tho
past year and an additional 23 miles
has been graded and is now mostly
ironed, muking 40 miles of
new road added to the DIipestone
braneh during the yecar. 'This braoch
Is giving much needed rallway facilltles
to a faiply well settled agrleultural
section, N About fiftcen miles of the
new portion of the Pipestone hrauck,
west of Restoa, is in Manltoba and the
belanee of 23 miles is In Assinlbovia ter.
ritory.

Golng nerthavard again and cross-
Ing the Canadian Puacllic maln llae
woe como to the Northwest Central
rallway, tormerl.) an independent line,
but now a part of the Canadian Pa-
cific rallway system. " Thero has been
an urgent demand for years for a
further westward. extension of this
line, in order to givo railway facllitios
to tho, fine agricultural country ly-
Jang beyond the wostern terminus of
{he road.. ‘The endless litigation in
which this company was involvod seem-
dugly prevented any hope of the de-
sired extension, While the fact that
thie Canadian Pucitic Rullway Compuany
has obtained control of the road may
not bhe relished by some, 1t will, te the
vesidents in the country beyond, who
50 much destre' rallway faclilties, Lo a
matter  for congratulation. Tho
company has extended the line during
tho past season a distunce of twenty-
two iniles west of the former terminus
at Hamiota, and tho eoxtension Iis
fully completed and in operation. A
town called Minwota, has quickly grown
up at the new terminus of- the line.

As a resgult, no dowbt of the passing
of these roads under the control of
{he Canadian Pacific Railway Company
o suore connocting link of * ..ee miles
hins beon built at Rapld Zitv. con-
neciing the Northwest Central  with
ihe Rapid City branch of ti “tohn
and Northwestern railway. ‘ane ...
tivegor-Varcoe brancl, construction
upon which was commenced Juring
Lhe yeur, is also no doubt, a result of
Canadian Pacific railway control of
the Northwest Central. This branch
starty from McGregor station, on the
Canadian Pacilic rallway maln lne and
will run in a northwesterly direction
to Varco2, on the Northwest Central.
It will form a direct and natural con.
meetion between the two roads, at the
same time giving additional railway
foeilitics where they were needed, in o
well  gettled farming community.
About’ 24 miles of this new line has
been graded, which is about half the
fength the line will be when finished,

No ironing has Dbeen done on
the Dbrancht, aud work has Leen
discontinued for the winter.

This completes the iist of Canadian
Pacific raflway operations in Mani.
toba, west of the Red river, Late in
the seacoun work was begun on a new
branch cast of the Red river. This will



