THE BUSINESS SITUATION

Winnipeg, Saturday, Nov. 19.
The weather hias been mlilder this
weok than could have been desired for
business purposes, as a cold snap I8
alwnys relishel at this time of year,
pagrticulnrly in the clothlug, fur, dry
roods uand Kindred branches. Sorting

trade iy these Iines has not teen very’

active yet. Ia the lumber munufac-
turing line the miils are closing for
the season, and the energies of the
cumpad 65 18 now directod toward got~
ting out logs for mext seuason's cut,
which promises to be a heavy one.
There Is 6till a lot of building work
golg on in the city, but uunfinishold
buildings are being pushed forwiaxrd as
rapidly as possible. The graln trade

has beeil greatly hampereod for the
past two weeks by the suarcity of
curs, which have not been supplied in
quantities aearly equal to the de-
mand. Deliveries of grain by farm-
ers at country polnts have been fairly
liberai, and some elevators were {illed
up. Prices have continued downward
in country muarkets, and receatly
prices to larmers in country markets
have ruled considerably below a parity
with prices obtalnable at lake porws.
qhis uf coumse is owlug to the aif-
ference in pesition as to frelghts aund
storage charges. Grain at luke ports
or in trausit is avalluble for ship-
ment at ouce, but there is no cer-
talnty at all that grain now Lelag
purchasad from farmers cunt be got
out before the clow: of navigation.
Consequently winter freight rates or
winter storage charges must be taken
into consideration in purchasmg from
farinens now. This is the main cause
of the decline in prices at counury
markets, as compared with values at
lake ports. This is oue of the dis-
asvantages of the backward move-
ment of grain this year, which will
wmake the bulk of the crop sabject to
winter Yreight or winter storage
charge. ;s to the guality of the
crep, reports received from the coun-
try continue to eay that the grain
is turning out detter quality than
could Le hoped for. Reports hiave bocn
received from a1 number of  country
merchants to this effect.  The ap-
proaching close ol unavigation is huv-
ing i usual offect in com-
mercian circles, in tending toward
a strong market for heavy commodi-
tles, such as hardware, paluts, etc.
The Iast regular Jiue stzamer Iz billed
to leave Fort Wliiam on Nov. 2G, but
should the woeathor ko2p mild, furth-
er trips will no doubts b mae. Tramp
graln steamers will, of course, Tun as
much later as they can.

In commerclal circlos payments aro
alow for tlie time2 of yoar, but this is
easily attributable to tho backward
gratu movement. Sluce the decling in
prices in country markets, many farm-
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ers have declded to hold thelr grain in
the hope of an advance, which furth:r
retards the clrculation of cash. Bank
clearings at Winnipeg were agaln
about 3% of a mlillion under the lke
week of last year, but 1-2 a million tn
excess of tho corresponding week of
1896. Customs returns, howevor, for
the Winnlpeg district, show a  lurge
galn in goods entered for consump-
tion and duty colléeted, compured
with last yeur.

The opening of tho Crow's Nast
railway lg @ matter which Is of vast
lmportance to the-trade of ths city,
and which is bound to materially nug.
ment the business of the city widh
southeastern Britisht Columbin. It is
anderstood « regular train service wil

be put Iuto effect on
next week.

WINNIFEG MARKETS

Winnipeg, Suturday, Nov, 19
(All quotations, unjess othorwise spoci-
fied, are wholesals for such quantitics
as ary usually tuken Ly retal: dealers,
and are subfect to tho usual roduction
on large quantities and to cash dig-

counts.,)
DRUGS. .

Creaw tartar and tartaric acid are
lower bere. Quinine ig higher in the
States, v facvories. Camphor is lirm.
See prices on another page.

FISH.

Bulk oysters are being =old at very
close prices slnce the uecline report-
ed last week. As one dealer put it
“they were simply aolng buslness for
fun uow.” Haaaic8 received in car
Jots sell at oc, but some are still
coming LY express, which cost higher.

GRUCERIES.

1u 1he line ot price chuuges this week
In the local market, canned cory s
agam a little highers, and caspiberries
huve also again teen moved up unother
notel, belug quoted 15 to 25¢ per box
higher for raspverries and 5 to 10
higner for corn.  In canned meats corn
beel, Is quoted lc lower per case.
1 the cereal market, split peus, pos
ana peart barley and buckwheat tlour
are all 10 to 15¢  higher per sack,
OWg 1O lucrensed cost of laying Mown
new goods here. Japan rice aus cased
olf sowe Irom the bigh price quoted
of iate 1or this commoality. The quo-
tution here bas been reduced L-4¢ w G
-4 to 6 1-2c. vatmeal is easler. Car jots
are now costing less money aud 4 re-
duction wlll probably follow scon in
the jouber's price.  Sugars were ade
vanced 1-Sc at the refineries on “Lhurs.
day, and this advance has ulso gone
into elfect lhiere.  The Vaucouver re-
ftpery. us weii as the castern wanufac.
turers. advanced at  the same time.
In driea fruits the changes include =
sharp advance of 2¢ on Sultana ralsing
anu aunther advance of 1-c on Jried
apples.  In cauned goods advices frowm
the east this week are still very Iirm
on corn.  This line, it is said is nearly
all  oulh  of first hands, ana
sales have been made by eastern pack-
ers at §1 per Jdozen, which  shows
that Winnipeg prices nre away below
the cost nt which the commodity could
now be laid down here. TN looes are
wulso selling hore ot less than they
could now: be Iaid down for, and with
winter frelghts soon to go into cffcot,
the cost will bo Incroased. Tomatocs

the naw road
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have sold ws high as 90¢ at the fac-
torles eust. The advance on corn has
bean about 50 per cent singe the
soason oponal.  Dried fruits are {irm
overywliere on almost every line. Ap-
ricots are higher again in primary
markots, bewg held at 1le wm Cali-
fornin, wumt swocks thero arve said to
be very small.  Some small lots of now
Californtt, prunes have heen received,
but stocks are slow In coming for-
ward, and prices are held very™ firm.
Dried and evaporated apples are also
very strong aad the high prices of the
past ycoar on this class of jrult wil
e maintatned. The very light apple
crop tn the Unitod States thiy yoay is
& svrong factor in the advance of dried
awd evaporated apples, and it is also
not without its effeat on other dried
fruits.  Mediterranean fruits in cur-
raats, ratsins and figs are coming for-
wird, but recelpts have been slow in
reaching here, und jobbers are com-
plaining somewhat on this  account,
as stocks, particularly of  currants,
were very iow. Some new Californin
lodse muscatet raisins are offering.
Prices on these are very firm, axnl in
primary markets quotations have ad-
wanced 1-2 to 1¢ since the scason
openeil.  ‘The Callfornia raising are
preferred by the trade here, as they
are suppssed to have better keeping
gualities than the Spanish fruit, so
that they are baving 2 good sale not-
withstanding the comparatively high
cost of these goods.
GREEN FRUITS.

Mexican oranges are now comiug
forward more freely, and they aro
proving good stock. A car of new
croj California navel oranges is ex-
pocted the firgt of next week. This
is romarkably carly for uew Cali-
fornia fruit, and fully 2 month earher
than usual. ‘Apples hold firm at last
quotations. A Tew fali and  fancy
varieties are still obtainable, but tho
market iy narrowing down to the
regular  winter xarieties.  Ontario
grapes are about out of the mar-
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Can’t Find
Anything Better

For covering large Buildings
such as  Elevators,: Stosee
houses, ctc., than our {amous

FIRE-PROOFR

anitoba Siding

The telesenpic side look by which the
sheets fif tog=ther allows for all contraction
and expansion—and by a special patented
arfangament, the upper sheet only is
nailed where the top and bottam overiap,
s0 that in casc of <cttling of the building,
the under sheet slips up,

Manitoba Siding is tharaughly rc.
liable, and adapis itscif to all canditions
ol weather. Sead far our ¢atalogue it
you're interesicd.

Metallic Roofing Company

LIED
1133 KING ST, W, TORONTO
Tuas Biack, Agent, Winnipeg.
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