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WESTERN REPRESENTATION NEEDED.

Last woek The Commerocial reforroed to tho
vacant portfolio of tho Interior dopartment,
in the foderal govornment. All the depart-
ments havo been filled but this one, and so
far not o siogle wostern man has besn
solectod for o cabinot position in tho new
Liberal governmont. Itis presumed thata
wostern man will bo fiaally soleoted for the
vacant portfolio, but the delay is causing a
vory uneasy fecling here as to tho intontions
of the new government in regard to tho
West.

The Commnreial & short time ago referred
to tho general feeling of tho mistrust which
has long been felt throughout the West, re-
garding the policy of the Libaral party toward
the West. To repee*, the belief, whether
right or not, has long prevailed hore that
the Liberals asa party were hostile to the West
and opposod to western development.

In referring to this belief, The Commercial
said that the Liberalsnow have anopportunity
of proving the falsity of this opinion, which
has long been a popular cne throughout the
West, So far, however, the Liberal policy
has not been reassuring to this part of the
country. In cabinct making, at least, the
West appears to have been entirely ignored.
This situation we repeat is causing a very
uneasy feeling here, and already the old
statement that the Liberal party is opposed
to western dovelopment, is again being
freoly roiterated here,

The vsst extent of territory and great im-
portance of western interests, renders it
necessary that the West shorld be ably
represented in the federal government., All
Canada is deeply interested in the develop-
ment of this new country. The questions
which affect this part of the Dominion are
largely questions which require to be dealt
with by thoss familiar with the resources and
needs of the country.

Tue late short-lived Tupper government
contained two western members, The new
Liberal goveranment so far is without a
western man, and-with all the portfolics bat
one filled, we have a chancs only of obtain-
ipg ono ropresentativo in the cabinet, The
Pupper government, withtwo western men,
did xot do full justico to the West in point of
representation in the cabinet, viewod from the
standpoint of the vast territory interested and
the national as well as local importance of
western interests. What then about the
now Liberal government, with a possibility
only of giving place to ono western repre-
sentative?

The. threo little Maritime Provinces
have four cabinet ministers. If repre-
sentation in the cabinet were on vhe basis of _
population, then the West would bo cntitled
to two cabinet ministers, compared with the
Maratimoe Provinces. The wres of territory
and importance of local questions should also
be considered; as well as that of populatxon.
The West being a mow region, requiring

speoial legislation, and special measures to
assist in its eottlement and development,
would apparontly ronder it advisable that it
should be represented in tho cabinot by
sovoral persons who wero particularly woll
qual fled to look aftor wostorn iuterests.
It any part of tho country should have a
particulerly liberal reprosentation in the
cabinet, it should bo tho West.

Wo have roferred to the important point of
area of torritory. A largo area of territory,
ovon if sparsoly sottled, will roquire wider
oxperience and information, in order to dea!
with its intorests carefully, than a small,
compact territory. The thres Maratime
Provincus, with their four cabinet
ministers, havo an aggregate area of 5,800
square miles. Compare this with Manitoba,
which, though the smallest of the five orgaui-
zod provinces and torritories of the West, has
an aren of 74,000 square miles, Then comes
Assiniboia with 90,200 square miles, Aloerta
with 106,100 square miles, Saskatshowan with
108,400 square miles, and British Columbia,
with itsgreat mineral, fishery and lumber-
ing intorests, with an avea of 833,800 square
miles. All these five vast divisions, with &
population approaching half a million, are
withou$ rapresontation in the cabinet, while
the three Maratime provinces, with an aggre-
gate area of 50,800 square miles, and a
population of 930,000, have four cabinet
ministers. Besides the organiz:d proviuces
and territories of the west, there ave the
districts of Athabasca, Koswatinand the vast
northwest rogion, with a farther aggregate
area of 1,600,000 square miles, making alto-
gothor, with Manitoba and the other provin-
cesand territories mentioned, a total aggre-
gate ares approximating 2,400,000 square
miles. Allthis vast territory and its inter-
ests, which latter are the most important
questions befors the reople of Canada to-day,
without representation in the cabinet !

Not room for & single repressntative from
this Great West among tho fifteen ministers
who compose the cabinet! The psople of the
West do nut wish to be arbitrary in this
matter, but such a jug-handled arrangement
as this is certainly unreasonable. The West
should have at least thrae members in the
cabinet, giving one each to the provinces of
Manitoba and British Columbia and one to
the Territories.

CIVIC GOVERNMERT.

Two cents on the dollar is the rate of
taxation in \innipeg this year, the max-
imum limit allowed by the statute. For
this very hoavy tax what are the citizons re-
ceiving? This is the question which shouid
be studied by every one who is auxious to
have the city affairs carriod on in a busipess-
like and economical manner,

Several attompts have been made to bring
about a reform in our mode of civic govern-
ment, but they have all como to naught. A
tax of two couts on the dollar should stir the
people up a bxt to consider t.hxs important
question,

It would be dxfﬁcult to find any one who
would try to prove that the citizens are re-
ceiving a.nythmg like value for this heavy
tax. This tax is pracbwally all absorbed iu

meoting interest on tho civic debt and carry-

ing on tho ordinary affairs of the city.
Littlo or nothing is left for public improv)-
monts. Sowers and stroot improvemonts have
to be paid for by a frontago tax against the
proporty fronting on tho stroots wlore the
work has boan done, so that the two cont tax
docs not ropresont tho full taxation of the
city.

A largo portion of the two cont tax is ro:
quired to pay interest on the civie dobt, for
which the city hias very littlo to show in the
way of assots or public improvoments. The
city ewns nothing in tho line of water-works,
lighting plant, streot railway or anything of
this nature. Theso havo all yot to be pro-
vided as civic works, A systematic plan of
street improvemont has not yet been
attempted. A littlo paving has been done on
tho frontage tax systom, or by gencral
taxation, but as yet we have prinei-
pally clay roads which are next to im-
passable 1in wet weather. Even the surface
drainage of the cityis very imperfect yet.

The large sum raised annually by a tax of
about two cents on the dollar, is annually
absorbed in maintaining the schools, fire and
police departments, the health department,
salaries, etec., besides providing interest on
the civicdeb:, as aforesaid. The expenditu.e
for schools seoms to be particalarly heavy,
but this is of course beyond the control of tho
city council, Tho total expenditure of the
Winnipeg school board last year was 282,722,
of which about $85,000 was for maintenance,
and the balance for interest and new buaild-
ings. Part of this sum was raised by the
sale of debentures, and the balance con-
tributed by the city council and the smalil
governmeont grant. This year the school
board have asked for $105,000 from the city
council.

While the expenditurs of the school board
is & big item in the annuval taxation of the
city, it may not beexcessive, viewed from the
standpoint of the requirements of education.
It takes 4.8 mills out of the 20 mills levied,
to meet the demands of the school board, and
besides the remaining sum of 15.7 mills, the
city council ha3 othersourcesof revenus from
licenses, business and frontage tax, ete. For
all this large expenditure better results
should be apparent than has yet been visible
in the city of Winnipeg. Before this will be
accompfished, it will be necessary to reduce
our municival system to a basis where
ordinary business principles will rale, and
then wo might hope for better resalts,

EDTTORIAL NOTES.

In conndction with the racent discussion
regarding the building of more flour millsin
Manitoba, some remarks made by Mr, Pills-
bury, one of the big Minneapolis millers, may,;
prove interesting. Mr. Pillsbury in a recent
nowspaper interview stated that he had
made no money on his large exports of flour
for a long time. The only profit he said was
in the homs trade, and ** the surplus output
has to be realized on abroad for what it will’
briog.)” This fully bears out the statements
made by The Commercial regarding the con-
dition of the milling mdustx-y It has long
been generally understood in commercial
circles that milling wheat for export is not &
proﬁtablo business, Tho: large ‘mills in‘the




