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Lust week The Commercial roterred to tho
vacant portfolio of tire Intoriar department,
in the feder al governmnent. AUl the depart-
monts hava been fillod but this one, and s0
far nc~t a single western man ba.s beun
eoectod for a cabinet position in the new
Liberal government. It is presumed that a
western man will bo flnaily eoloted for the
vacanft portfolio, but the dolay is caUSilig a
4ery uney feeling hao as to the intentions
of the new government in regard te tho
Mest.

The Comn.-rial a short time ago reforrcd
te the gonoral feeling of the mistruat which
hie long been toit throughout tha West, re-
garding the policy of the Libre party toward
the West. To repea', the bellot, whothor
rîght or not, bas long provailed hmr that
the Liberale asa party were bossie te the Wet
and oppoeed te western development.

In referring te this boee, The Commercial
said.that theoLiberalsnow have anepportunîty
of proving the falsity of tis opinion, wbîcb
his long been a popular oe throughout the
West. So far, bowaoer, the Liberal policy
bas flot been reassuring te this 'part of the
country. In cabinet making, at teaut, the
West appears te have been ontirely ignorod.
This situation wé repeat is causing a very
uneaqy feeling boe, and already the old
statement, that the Liberal party is opposed
te western devélopment, is again being
freoly reiterated here.

Thé vast extent of territory and great im-
portance of western iatezesta, rendors it
noeasary that the West shorld hé ably
rcproented in the federa governmcnt. Ail
Canada is deeply interested in the develop-
ment of t.his new country. Tho questions
which affect this part of the Dominion are
largoly questions which require te ho deait
with by tho~Ei familiar with the resources and
noeds of the country.

Tiie late short-lived Tupper government
contained two western members. The now
Liberal govornment se far je without a
western man, and -with all tbe. portfolios but
one filled, we bave a chance only et obtain-'
ing one ropresentativo in the cabintt. The
Tupper governmont, with two western mon,
did ujot do full justice te the West in point o!
representation in the cabinet, viewéd from the
standpoint o! the vast territory interestedand
the national.as watt as local importance of
western intere3s. Wbat thon about the
now Liberal gevernmont, with a possibility
only of giving place te one western repre-
sentative ?

Thé. threa littie Maritime Provinces
ha-va four cabinet reini*tcrs. Il repre-
sentation in the cabinet wer on the basis o!f
population, thon the West would be ontitledl
te twe cabinet ministers, compared. with thé
Maratime Provinces. The i.rea o! territery
and importance of local questions should aise
be considced, as woll as that of population.
Tho e t being a new région, requiring

epocial logislation, and opoc*al meiasuros te
assieqt ini it8 settioment and development,
wnull apparoutly rondnr it advisable that it
should ho reprcsonted in tho cabinet by
sevoral persoKis who wore l)articulftrly watt
quai led te look aCter western intercsti.
Il any part ot the country should have a
particulrly liberal reprosentation in tho
cabinet, it ehould ho tho West.

WVo have roferrod te tho important point of
area of territory. A largo arda o! territory,
aven if qpirsoly settled, will roquire wider
experienco and information, iii order te dent
with [ts intorests care!ully, than aL emali,
compact torritory. The throe Maratimo
I'rovinc,., with their four cabinet
ministers, bave su aggregate area of 5-3,800
square miles. Compare this with Manitoba,
whicb, tbough the smallest of the five ergaui-
zod provinces and territories o! tbe Weost, bas
an area of 74,000 square miles. Thon cornes
Assiniboia with 90,200 square miles, Alberta
with 100,100 square miles, Saskatohewan with
108,400 square mile;, and B3ritish Columbia,
with itsgreat minoral, fishary and lumbor-
in& interesti, with an area o! 8S3,800 square
miles. AIl thos five vast divisions, with a
population approaching halt a million, are
without raprosentation in thé cabinet, while
the threo Maratime provinces, with an aggre-
gate ara o! 50,8,» square mile3, and a
population o! 900,000, have four cabinet
nunistcrs. Basides the organiz.td provinesf
and territories et the west, thora are the
districts o! Athabasca, Keewatin and tho viet
nortbwest rogien, w ith a farther aggregata
ares, of 1,60a,000 square miles, making alto-
gether, witb Maiaitoba and the ot.her provin-
ces and territeries mentioned, a total aggre-
gate ares. appreximating 2,400,000 square
miles. Ail this vast territery and ite inter-
este, whicb latter are the most important
questions botoré the r.eople ef Canada to-day,
without representation in the cabinet 1

Not rocus for a single representative trom
ihis Grent WVest arnong the fifr.een ministers
who compose thé cabinet! The peopla ef thé
Weast do flot wish te ho arbitrary in this
matter, but such a jug-handled arrangement
ns this is certainly unree.sonable. The West
should have at leait thrao members in the
cabinet, giving eue each te the provinces of
Manitoba and British Columbia and one te
the Territories.

CLYLO IIOVERNIENT.
Two cents on the dollar is the rate of

tazation in WVinnipeg, thii yezir, the max-
imum limit allowfd ly the statute. For
this vcry hnvy tax what are thé citizens ré-
ceiving? This ie the qucetion. which shouid
ho studied by every one wbo is auxieus te
have the city affait 8 carried On in a business-
like and econounical manner.

Several attemnPts have bean made te bring
about a retorm in our mode et civic govorfi-
ment, but they have ail corne te naught. A
tai o! two cents on the dollar should stir thé
people up a bit te consider this important
question.

It woulâ ho difficult to find nny one who
wonld try te prove that the citizons are ro-
noiving anything liko value for this heavy
tax. This tai is practically aIh absorhed ini
meeting interést on tho civie debt and carry-

ing on the ordinary affaire o! the eity.
Littlo or nothlng je leoft for public improv >-
monte. Sawors and street improvemonte have
te bu paiti for by a frontage tai against the
preperty fronting on the streets whoe tho
wvurk bas been donc, se that the two cenit tat
doce net represont tho full taxation et the
ci*ty.

A large portion o! the two cent taxin[ rat
quirod te pay interest on the civie debt, for
which the city has very littbe te show in thé
way of assetA or public improvoents. The
city owns nothing in the lino of water-works,
lighting plant, street railway or anything of
this nature. These have aIl yet te ho pro-
vided ag civie werke. A sy8tematio plan of
etreet improvement has not yet beau
attemptud. Alittie pnving bas been doné o'
the f rontago ta% system, or by general
taxation, but as yet we bave princi-
pally clay ronds wbiohare neit te im-
passable in wet wcather. Even the surface
drainage et the city je very imperteet yet.

The large sumn raised annually by a tax e!
about two cents on the dollar, ie annually
ab3orbed in maintaining the echoole, fire and
police dopartments, thé heailth dopartment,
salaries, etc., basides providing intereet on
the oivié deb,,as atoremaid. The expenditu.-a
for sehools saenas te ho particularly hoavy,
but this is et course beyond, the ointrol et tho
city council. The total expenditure of thé
Winnipeg sohool board last year was22,722,
et whicb ab2)ut 685,000 was for maintenance,
aud tho balance for interest and now build-
ings. Part et this eum was raised bv the
sale et dehontures, and the balance con-
tributed by the city counicil and the emall
goyernmont grant. This year tho school
board bave asked for $105,003 from thé city
counoil.

White tho éxponditure of thé echeol board
ie a big item in tho annual taxation o! the
city, it may net ho excessive, viowed from, thé
standpoint et tho requirements o! éducation.
It takes 4.8 mills eut o! thé 20 mille leviod,
to meet the demnande o! the echool board, and
basides tho remaining suma et 15.7 mille, thé
city council has othersourcesof revenue front
licenses, business and frentage tax, etc. For
al this large eiponuliture botter résulta
should ho apparent than bas yét beon visible
in thé city o! Winnipeg. Betore this will ho
accomplished, it will ho nocessary te reduce
our municipal syatema te a biais whore
ordinary business principles will raIe, and
thon wé might hope for botter resulta.

In connietion with thé racent discussion
regarding thé building et more fleur mille in
Manitoba, semé roniarke made by Mr. Pilîs-
bery, one et the big Minneapolis millers, may.
prove interesting. Mr. Pillsbury in a recent
newspaper interview stated that ho b.d
made no ny on hie large experta o! fleur
for a long timé. The only profit ho said was
in thé home trade, and "lthé surplus output
bas te ho reahized on aUroid for 'what it vili
bring." This fully bears eut thé statemeâis
made by Thé Commercial regarding the con-
dition et thé miliing industry. It bi og
been generaly understood, in commeciil
circles that miling wbeat for expert is net à
profitable business. Thé, large mille; in' thé
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