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THIR COMMEBERCIAL,

Toronto Markets.
Whoat-—Trade quiet; red and white on the
Northern and G.T.R. west quoted at 62 to 63e,
bot no sales reported. Manitoba wheat is atill
inactive; ono car No. 2 hard at North Bay

sold at 774c.

Barley.—Prices steady and unchanged, but
hardly any demand heard.

Oats.~Steady, but quiet; whitr oats on
track sold at 30c; mixed quoted achanged
at 29¢.

Bran,—Not much offering and not much
domand, but car lots quoted at $11.50; city
mille ave asking $12,

Grain und Flour—Car prices are: Flour (T'o.
ronto freights), Manitoba patents, $1.30 to
$4.40; Maaitoha strong bakers’, $3.75; to $3 90
Ontario patents, $3 40 to $3.50; straight roller,
$2 95 to $3.30; extra, $2.60 to §2.70; low grades

or bag, 81 to 81.25. Bran—S$1150 to

12.00. Shorts—812.50 to $13. Wheat—
west and north points)—\Vhite, 62 to 635c;
spiing, 60 to 6lc; red winter, 60 to 62c; gooss,
85 to 56¢; spring Midland, 62 to 63¢; No. 1 hard,
North Bay, 79 to 80c; No. 2 hard, 77} to 780;
No. 3 hard, 70 to 71¢; No. 1 frosted, 5910 60¢ ;
No. 2, 53 to 55; No. 8, 47 to 48¢. Peas (Outside;
53 to Sic. Barley—No. 1, 50 to 5lc)
No. 2, 42 to 44; No. 3 extra, 38 to 39¢; No. 3. 35
to 37¢; two-rowed, 54 pounds, averaging about
No. 8, extra in color (outside), 30 to 40c, Cora
—57to58c. Buckw heat—Outeide 39 to 4le, Rye
—52 to 34c.  Oats—29 to 30c.

Poultry—The demand was pot very active,
and g3 the supply was good prices had an easy
tondency. Tuikeys soll at 10 to 1lc; gecse at
6} to 74c. avd ducks at 50 to 80¢ per pair.

Hops—Trade contiunes quiet; new Canadian
hops are held at 1S to 20c_for good to choice
atock, with local dealers offering 17 to 18c.

Skins—Very few calftkins ave offering at
prescnt, and prices are mainly nominal. Shcep-
skins are firm at 75¢ to §1.

Eggs—Strictly fresh eggs are scarco and firm
at 20 to 22c; cold etorage are in good supply
and steady at JSto 184c and limed are quet at
14} to 154e.

Hides—Unchanged and steady; cured sell at
5 to 53c on spot; green are steady at 43¢,

Wool—The demand is very light at the mo.
ment; pulled wools sell ut 213 to 22¢ for supers
and 25} to 26¢ for extra,

Dressed Hogs.— Receipts of dressed Logs
were moderate, both on the street and by ral.
Prices continue very firm.  Street lots aold
at 8750 to §7.75, and small rail lots at §7.60
per cwt.

Cured Meats—Products are quiet, but con-
siderably firmer. Lobgz clear bacon is stiff at
9ic, and tho various lines of smoked meats
ate correspondingly firm at the quotatioons

iven below. Quatations are. Mess pork,

anadiap, 318 to 818 50; short cut, S$i8 to $19;
bacon, leng clear, per b, 9dc; lard,
Canadian, tierces, 103 to 1llc; tubs and pails,
11§ to 113:: compound do 9 to 9jc. Smoked
meats—Hume, per Ib, 12 to 123c; bellies 13;
rolls, per 1b, 93 to 94c; backs, perlb,12ic.—
Empire, Dec 31.

Poverty No Blessing.

Poverty is pot a blessing, even in disguise,
and sensible parents do not desire to bequeath
it to their children, It has mauy temptations
tosin. Jois besot with dapgerous influences.
It does not hold vut to the victim the means of
cducation, of intellectual culture, of support.
Wo do vot look to poverty to sustaio our
sohools or mis~ien societies, our churches or
asylums, our lilrarics, or any of the variousin-
stitutions of sn advanced civilization. Life in-
aurance lif:s the family above the hazards and
daogers and :ufferings and temptations of
poverty. The msn who iusures for the benefic

of his family provides not only for their faod,
clotbing, snd shelter, but for their intellectual
rainiog and moral welfare.—Exchange,

Novthwest Ontario,

At the invitation of James Conmeo, M P.P.,
o largo party of Port Arthurites were one day
last weelk the guests of the Port Arthur,
Duluth & Westere Railway company, fora
special trip over the company’s new railway
from Port Arthur to Guoflint. Bubt fow of
the guests, oven those familiar with this
undortaking, were aware of its inagnitude.
The line which was chartered som ine years
ago and commenced its construction in August,
1690, is now completed. It is ninty-one miles
in length, of which eighty.five and a half

aro in Canads aod six in Mionesota
It has cost to date some:hin% like $1,350,
000 and was built by Messors, Mid

dieton and Comnes, the financial backing
being furnished by Lee and Leys, of Rico,
Lowis & Sous, and Blain & Co., Toronto. Its
route i3 from Port Arthur to Fort William and
thence to Fort Witliam West, following the
valloy of the Kamin:atiquia 10 a poiot ab mt two
miles heyond the Kakubeca falls whero the
river is crossed by a Howe truss bridge near
the mouth of the White Fish valley, which it
follows for mauy miles, crossing this stream
with thirteen bridges, and to avoid bridging
the stream is further diverted at twelve differ-
eot p'aces, It then ckirts the porth of White
Fish lake, the south side of Sand lake, and
along tho southern shore of Iron lake, then to
tho east end of North lake, the north shore of
which it follows closely to the western end,
foilowing then the valley to the ountlet of the
eastern end of Gunflint lake; the noith shore of
which is followed to the most westerly hmit of

the lake, where it crosses at the outlet
of the lske, the internntional boundary
between Ootario and  Minnesota, From

this point about four miles of the main line
has been completed in a westetly dicec-
tion and at this point & branch has heen cou-
structed iato the property of the Gunflint Lake
Iron Mining company. The route from White-
fish lake throngh to the terminus is ooe of mar-
vellous beauty, Jakes and lakelets being per-
fect scenic glevs,

Plenty of business is alceady offering for the
new line.  Millions of saw logs are taken out
every winter by the Superior Lumber company
for traneportation to Fort William. The
Caoadian Pucific is this winter getting a large
quantity of its ties, some thousand carlads,
trom this section and the Guuflint Lake Yron
company are to ship next season the first one
hundred tons of the million tons of ore which
they have contracted to ship by this line. Then
there is the traffic of the silver mincsand theie
promises to be plenty of Canadian ore coming
soon. Port Artbur pecple are anxiously wait-
ing for the day when a direct connection will
bs made with Duluth. The gap is now some-
thing less than fitty miles to the ter ninusof the
Duluth & Iron Range at Ely. The town at the
boundary was yesterday named Leeblain by the
railway compan’s guests.
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Nearing the End,

While there exists no present probability of
great advances in the prices of wheat or its
products, evidences arc not wanting that point
to a bétter market than existed during 1891,
From 87 for spol wheat in Minneapolis prices
fell with moro or less steadiness to the end of
the year, making a decline of some 22¢, It is
but a superfizial view that ascribes the decline
to any other than the most natural causes
whose base lies in supply and demand. To say
that the expectation of the passage of the anti-
option or of 1ts rejsction had au important bear-
ing upon the markots is to assert what is not
backed by rounireasoning. A visible supply
of nesrly 20,000,600 bushel more wheat in
this coudtry than over helore, after ship-
munt of more in tho list year and a

half than ever previously reached in the same

time, making in importing couuntries a surplus
80 large a8 seriourly to ombarrass their produc.
ors of grain, is cause enough for all the decline
sustained, Deprossions as well as awella have
their limitations, and conditions justify the
thought that our lowest dip in grain values is
past.  More increaso in tho visible supply ixto
oxpocted. \Vhile that is a0 it is also true that
this country is neating the end of such in.
creases. ‘Thore is no prospect of so rapid de-
plotion of supplies as to threaten exhaustion
toforo our n.xt harvest. Still, with the
foroign demand that is reasonable to look
for, our supplies ought to bo i:rought down so
as not to ba burdensome,  Already flour buy.
ers in Furope aro earnoatly buying.  Their
stocks are fn no wise exhausted, or near exhaus.
tion. Yet they buy freely. They buy, unques.
tionably, because prices are attractive and
thoy can seo ahead to the need of them.
Thero is too, u prospect that the incoming
crops, now in bharwes, will not turn out as
well ag had been expected. Australasia, that
gent *o Eurcpe inits 1881 crop yesr about
10.000,000 by, and less than 6,000,000 Lu in
1892, was expected toship in 1893 well toward
15.000,000 bu, hae, it is cabled, suffered con.
siderable damsge, and the exportable sarplus
talked of is much reduced. Indian complaints
are faw but there is no expectation ot more
thau a fair average. The wheat crop is latein
Chili butin Argentine the pro.p-cts are good,
with harwest well along. In Algerin the
crop atl ast accounts was serionsly imprired by
drouth. There is a falling off in acreaye in the
United Kingdom, in Roumaoia, aud in several
other countries of Eunrope a3 ia the winter sow-
ings in this country A rather poor stand with
us went into the winter under tair prospects of
weather as it did in most of Europs. A little
impairment in Fob. and March, which isso
common, would easily push an advaace and the
liability will likely cause some hardeniog from
the present low values.—Market Record.

Arg You insm:eﬂ.

Insurance has saved thousands of merchants
from fioancial rnin; has afforded them the
means of agaio embarking io business with un-
impaired credit, or rebuildiog their establish-
ments and stocking them with new sad «alable
goods. Tho lack of insurance has resulted ia
bringivg many a prominent and prysperous
business maun to poverty. In these times, and
particularly at this season of the year when
there is 80 much danger {rom fires, every mer-
chant ought to keep his store and stock insured
for a reasonable amount. The expeuse is not
great, and he caanot afford to take the risk of
losiog his all by negl:ctioy his insurance.  lIn-
suranco has becomo at the present tune the al-
most universal custom, and one of the first
questions asked by a wholesal-r of a retailer is:
Do you keep your stock and store well insured?
We think any wholesaler is joastified in
refusing credid to a customer who cannot
answer this question affirmatively.  Mer.
chants should not be careless or indifferent in
this matter, Thoy should closly scan their
policies, and seo if every article specified is
covered. Iosurance companies cunn:t be held
ac :ountablo for losses for which tucy have not
specified and agreed to mako grod. No man
should accept an insurance policy which he has
not read over carefully, and has assured him-
self that all its provisions are satisfactory, and
no mau should allow hisinsurance to lapse ¢ven
for a day, as a coaflagration may come at any
moment, 3ad in an houc aweep his property
away. We koow of a casc whicn recuatly oc-
curred, in which the man’s policy had oxpired
only an hour befoie the breakiog out of a fice,
which converted his prope:ty iuio smoke and
ashes, and resulted in a total loss to him. All
of the poicts which we have enumurated are
impcrtant, and overy merchant should keep
tuem in mind.—G@rocers’ Crilerion.




