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THE COMMERCLAL,

prises, is always to be found foremost in aiding
and encouraging auch measures and schemes as
have for their object the advanement of its
trado interests, and the welfare of 1ts mercantilo
comimnunity.

All of which is resyoctfully submitted,
Signed on behalf of the members of the B. C.

Board of Trade, this 11th day of July, 1890,

Rousr. Warp, J. P., President.

Tuos, B. HaLy, Vice President.

Wa. MoxteiTh, Secrotary.

The President said that he did not think

that it was incumbent on him to supplement
with any remarks the exhaustive report which
he had just submitted. During the year the
council had encountered considerable difficulty
in carrying on its business owing to the diffi-
culty of getting a quorum. The reasons for
this might bo summed up. One member had
beea very ill during tho year, aud Mr. Rithet
had been absent from the province a coasider-
able portion of the time. Others, also had not
been able to attend with regularity. For this
reason the council had thought it better to alter
the constitution 80 as to increase their number
from eight to twelve. Not only must new
members be elected, but they should be such
only as were able and willing to take a livey in-
terest in all that would further the trade of
Victoria. All over Canada, in every city of
1,000 or 1,5000 inhabitants, they had their in-
corporated Board of Trade, and, in this Pro-
vince also, such boards paid great attention to
commercial concerns. He thought that the
Board in Victoria could in many ways extend
its influence. It had at preseat 100 active mem-
bers, and if every one of them would see it to
be his duty to assume a larger share of the
work of the Board, not only would they soon
have double the membership, but a ,reat deal
would be done, not in the interest of Victoria
alone, but in that of the entire province. The
prescat secretary having found himself unable
on account of nther engagements to carry on
his increasing duties, the council ought to take
into their consideration the question of whether
or not they sh. ald place the salary at such a
figure as should enable that officer t¢ devote
most of his time to the work of the Board, He
was its chief official, and was in a position to
do a great deal to promote the trade interests
of the city. He (Mr. Ward) wae satisfied that
the Board could be made much more useful
and efficient than it wasat present. If, too, the
members of the diferent trade organizations
would or.ly join this Board and form their asso-
ciations under the auspicesof this b-ard, he
was satiafied that their work could be done
more economically and much more satisfac-
torily, and at the same time all would enjoy &
greater amount of influence. He had been
much struck with a remark recently made by
the Secretary of the Board of Trade of Toronto,
which was the most influential board that ex-
isted in the Dominion of Canada, which exactly
applied to the Board of Trade here. That re-
mark was to the effect that what was wanted
in the councils of trade bodies was more life
a' d moro interest on the part of men who were
«tively engaged in commerce, and who ~era
quick to appreciate and act upon the sugges-
tions and the experiences that were every day
presenting themselves., As these remarks ad-
mirably fitted the case of Victoria, dc trusted
the members would keep them i view when
they came to elect their presxdent and courcl,

aad sppofat no one to office whic“§ !na‘ “not pre-
Tabmmee

pared, cnergotically and faithfully to fulfil the
dutics that ho had assumed.

Mr. Foll characterized tho roport us satis
factory and oxhaustive, and meriting commen
dation and approval. o dwelt upon tho
reference to tho non.attendance of membeors at
committees, an oxperience ho had had in mu
merous 1nstitutions, among thom the Jubileo
Hospital. Much depended on the Ceuncil of
the Board, cnd if tho Board were not o live
institution the city would be loft in the back
ground. He anticipated great prosperity for
Victoria, as one of tho most influcntial and
gigantic cities on the Pacific Coast. In fifteen
or sirteen years such a city would be seen hu.o
as none of us had dreamed of. The city, in
bis opinion, would grow in the dircceon of
Esquimalt. He trusted that all who azcepted
office would be ever found at thoir posts and do
all in their power to help the city along. Refer-
ring to the exhibits which had been sent from
this city to the Toronto exhibition via Vancou-
vor, Mr. Fell obsered that he could not see why
they should not be sent from Victoria direct
This subject he trusted the incoming council
would take up. He commended the change and
increaso in the membership of the council, and
hoped the 1esult would ba the obtainment of
botter and more really representative men. He
denouuced the filling up of James Bay, saying
that the experience of Liverpool and other parts
had been that they could not afford to fill up
their dock room. He trusted that the board
would not allow the old fogies to fill up an inch
of dockage space. It would all be wanted.
He pointed out that at the gas works there was
considerable filling in going on. Mr. Fell de-
precated tho existing system of drainage into
the harbor, urgiog that the channel should be
along Cook and Whatf stceets, the other sewera
being directed into them. The corporation
were, in his opinion, a pack of fuols for laying
wooden drains, the result being the spread of
disease.

Mr. H. C. Beeton said he had listened to the
report with much pleasure and he assured the
Board that he attached to it considerable value.
He Lad beep accustomed to look upon it as one
of the most important documents that came to
his London office. It gave a perfect stock
taking of the province and was to him of exz-
tremo interest and value, It gave most reliable
and detailed information, more than could be
found in any government or official docuinent.
This board was undoubtedly one of the most
valuable und useful institutions in the province.
He should be glad to receive a good number of
the reports i order to disseminate in England,
by means of them, the fullest and most reliable
information as to the resources and prospects
of the province. The references to trado rela-
tions with the United States were sound and
statesmanlike. ‘whe province required a mar-
ket for her patural products, which could only
be utilized when she was in the happy position of
being able to exchange them with her greatest
neighbor, who offered her the best ‘market in
the world. Literature, such as this roport,
could not be over estimated, and the more of it
was issued from the provincc, and the more it
was dessiminated in England and on the con-
tinent, the better. Mr. Beeton dwelt upon the
necessity of having a live secretary, and trusted
that such & man would be obtained. It was
his intention this year to make a longer stay
than usual at his residence, Armadale, and he
trusted ‘to have the opportunity, beforo his

roturn to London, to meet members of the
Board at his table.

The ceport of the auditors was received and
adopted, the president remarking that the bal
ance in tho hands of the board was increasing,
and a proper means of investing it shovld be
found. Tho board was better off than similar
ias*itutions in the province, and ho fully realiz
ed the importance of having a good shot in the
locker.

Mr. Fell nominated Mr. Ward for re election
to the presidency.

Mr. Ward said he thought that three ycars’
sorvico was sufficient, He belioved the board
would be better fur a change, besides it would
not be personally convenient for Lim to serve
another year. He should, however, be Liappy
to assist the council in evary way in his
power.

Mr. Flammerfolt proposed Mr. T. B. Hall os
president, an honor which that geatleman ahso-
lutely declined.

Mr. Foll strongly pressed Mr. Ward to allow
himself to be nominated.

Mr. Ward propoced Mr. Rithet.

After some {. rther discussion the election re-
sulted as follows :

President, Mr. R. Ward.

Vice-president, Mr. T. B. Hall.

Council and board of arbitration, Measrs,
Rithet, Ker, Flummerfelt, Turner, Johvston,
McQuade, Fell, Eatle, Heistermann, Bourchier,
Gray and Bullen.

At a subsequeat special meeting of the coun
cil of the board. F. Elworthy was sclected
from seventeon applicants for the position of
secretary of the board. The annual report,
confirmed at the recent general meeting, was
ordered to bo printed, and letters were read
from the presidents of the Chambers of Com
merce of San Fruncisco aud Portland, acknow
ledging the receipt of communications from the
Victoria board relative to mischievous and un
truthful press dispatches anent the Behring's
Sea difficulty, and concurring with the senti
ments expressed by the board in this matter.

Mission, B. C.
Special Correspondence to Tix CoMMERCIAL.

From all appearance and what we hear this
placo is soon to have a direct conuection via
the Seattle, Lake Shors & Easiern Railway
with the* States,” Contractor McGilvary will
have an extra large force of men on the bridge
-work at once, as the water has receded at that
point. The Railway Co. has commenced to
lay rails from the townsite, and tenders have
already been called to clear 80 to 100 acres at
this point. The compauny's iatentions are not
known at present, but it is uncerstood that
J. W. Horne, of Vancouver, has a large
iuterest here and is contemplatiog the erection
of a large hotel and store build.ngs as soon as
the land is cleared. Thero is also a proposition
to put in a fruit canunery which I think will
not only pay well, but give steady employnient
to a number of mon. The fruit crop has been
exceptionally fine this season and the prospects
are good for a continuous supply, as the
Mission lands aro considered the (rest fruit
bearing district in British Columbia.

Matsqur

The Dundee block, Main streot, Winnipeg,
has been purchased by William Clougher,
through Robt. Young, for $85,000. It hass
frontage of 73 feet.
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