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Noars's eyes were raised to her lover’s face with a quick startled expres-
sion ; then her eyelids drooped and her cheeks flushed beneath his gaze.

Captain Hilliers looked earnestly at the downcast face beside him, Who
was this Mr. Hamilton? Some old admirer of Nora's perhaps. He did not
like the ides. They walked on for some time in silence, then he said—

« What did that fellow want to say to you last night, Nora ?"

“ Why do you ask me, Frank ?" answered Nora, in a low frightened
tone,.

The girl's agitation was plainly visible ; for she was afraid that Colonel
Despard would overhear their conversation.

“ Why do I ask you ?” rejoined the Captain. ** I may as well say, why
don’t you answer me 7"

# Because there is nothing to tell,” replied Nora quickly, remembering
her promise to Jack.

4 Or rather you won't tell I persisted Frank, looking and speaking as if
e were annoyed.

For the first time since they had known each othcr they parted almost
coldly ; but they met at eveninyg scrvice again, and Captain Hilliers, watch-
ing Nora’s face during the sermon, was ash.med of his suspicions. When
as they were coming down the aisle Nora's eyes wistfully sought his, he
waimly pressed the timid hand she held out to him, and, reconciled, they
walked home together with a grateful scuse of the peace of the Sunday cven-
ing stealing over them.

* [ ] * * L J x* L 3

Captain Hilliets aud his uncle sat opposite to each other at breakfast on
Monday morning in the snug warm breakfast room at Hilliers Court, look-
ing out over the broad acres of wood and moorland, where the dark brauches
of the leafless trees were outlfned against the wintry sky. A bright fire
roared and crackled in the grate, the 1able was spread witn an sbundance of
g00¢ things, and the room had au air of comfort and luxury.

The post-bag had just been brought in, and they were both deep in their
lettets. Presently the Captain looked up and said—

I say, uncle, here's a bore ! I shall have to go up to Jublin.”

“ What to do, Frank?"

“ Qh, Tom is cuming over about a horse, and nothing will do but 1
must choose it for him ¥

“]1 see. And when must you go ?”

“ By the mail this afternoon; and I dare say I shan't gel back il
Wednesday.”

Breakfast over, Captain Hilliers e2untered about for a while, and finally
wandered off in the direction of the village. It wasa clear and rather
frosty morning with a bright blue sky, and the air was laden with the odour
of dead leaves. He found little Daisy alone in the drawing-room, lying on
the rug, poring over a lesson-book.

« \Where is Nora ?” he inquired rather cagerly.

* I don't know ; she was here 2 mluute ago. Yerbaps she is in the gar-
den. Look, Frank—Nora is going to wear that lovelv dress at the ball "

“Very prenty,” said the Captain surveying the black net dress trimmed
with silver ivy-leaves.

I wish] was grow= up,” sighed Daisy.

“ And so you will be in time, Daisy.  Sze—here is sowething better
thar bail-dresses—sweets enough to last you a2 week ! Now 1 must be off
to look {or Nura.”

The lessun-book rcceived very little of Daisy’s atiention after that. She
sat down again contentedly on the hearthrog, snd Captain Hilliers hurried
off in search of Nora. He went through the flower-garden, and under the
arch iu the hedge, then wandered slowiy down the kitchen-garden, and at
last found Nora beside the river undur a large clm-tree, leaning over the
low wall talking to somc one in a boat.

She turned with a start a. his approach, and the boat darted away down
the river, kreping well within the shadow of the wall.  \With a flush of
anvoyance, Frank saw that Nora's companion was Jack Hamilton.

Feceling decply her want of conadence in him, he waited for her to
speak, 10 volunieer some explanati,n ; but Nora, not knowing what {o say,
held her prace; and her lover, more hurt and annoyed than he cared to
confess, concluded that she had some mouve for her silence on the subject.
He would not condescend 10 questicn her ; 30 the game of cross purposes
bega.—a small beginniog that led to a great amount of unhappiness.

Nora thougbt Frenk was rather out of temper that morning ; and, wken
he was gove, she went up-stairs 10 her own room and wept bitterly. What
had annoyed him ? shec wondered. \What had made him so colé and stern?
He had not sevmed to care when he said he was going away, and they
would not meet for iwo whole days. Uh, what long days they would be to

ber!
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Nelly arrived the next evening, very weary after her long journey. It
has been wild and rough in the Channcl, and the traveller losked pale and
tired as she stood ovce more Lefore the fire in the old home while hier father
ctinfed her cold hands.  Nelly's lips were quivering ; this coming home
stirred feclings that would not be suppressed-

“You had better go to bed, darling,” said Colone! Despard kindly»
looking at the heavy sad eyes.  ** Poor child, you are tired cut ! Nora will
bring you some tea.”"

Witen Nora went up-stairs & few minutes later, carrying a smail tray
laden wi'h dainties, she found Nelly lying on the bed with her face hidden
on the pulow, sobbing almost hysterically,

( To de Continued.)

HALIFAX NURSERY,

Cor. Robie and North Streets.

The Oldest and Most Reliable Establishment
in the Maritime Provinces.
HUNDREDS OF TESTIMONIALS.
Orders by Mail or Express Promptly Executed.  Telephono 232,

HERBERT HARRIS, Propr.

CONFEDERATION LIFE ASSOCIATION.

Entublished 1871,

CAPITAL and ASSETS OVER $3,500,000.

J. K. MACDONALD, - - Managing Director.
THE ACCUMULATED DIVIDEND POLICY

of this Campauny gives the best possible combination of present insurance at low cost, and
sure return in cash to tho policy holder at end of perivd,
Full Government Reserve, together with all Surplus, guaranteed at end of peried.

Policy sox roryEiTaBLE after two vears, and INDISPUTABLYE, free from all
restrictions as tu occupation, residence and travel after thice yeara.

F. W. GREEN, Manacer Far MARITIME PROVINCES,
168 HOLLIS STREET.

’ T SOUTH-END
Door, Sash & Moulding Factory & Planing Mills,

81 & 83 PLEASANT STREET, HALIFAX, N. S.,
E. GIBSON & SONS, - - - Proprietors.

Doors, Sashes, Frames, Mouldings, Planing, Tongue and Grooving, Turning, Scroll
S wing, Band Sawing, ttc., Etc.,

And cvery description of work usually done iu 2 fimt-class Factory. Estimates furnished
for every description of wark. Every facility for oading direct froia the wharf, Orders
from tine Country promptly attended to. TELEPHONE NCO. 130,

I.EITHE INOUSE.
Established 18(8.

KELLEY & GLASSEY.

Successors To ALEX. McLeop & Co.

Wine and Spirit Merchants,

_ ZALIPAX, N. S.
=y Halifax Piano & Organ Co.
EEJcA Steinway Pianos, Weber Pianos,
MEYS  Heintzman Pianos, Herr Pianos,

8§ <% DOHERTY ORGANS,

Prices within reach ofall.  Greal reduction lor the Holiday Seasce.
D, e

HALIFAX PIANO & ORGAN CO.
m 157 and 159 HOLLIS STERET.

119 Hollis Street, -
DESIGNED to EDUCATE YOUNG PEOPLE for BUSINESS.

We give a thorough course of BUSINESS TRAINING, teaching BOOK-KEEPING by both
Single_and Double Entry, ARITHMETIC, WRITING, SYELLING, CORRESFONDRNCE,
LAWS OF BUSINESS' BANKING, BUSINESS PRA 11t E. PHONUGRAPHY, TVPE-
WRITING, &¢. 1 yonwanta GUUD START IN BUSINESS LIFE, comeand getit here, Send

for Circulazs with full iaformation. . .
FRAZEE & WIHISTON,
PRINCIPALS and PROPRIETORS




