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Nora'a eyes wcre raised to bier inver's face witb a quick sartled expres.

siou ; then lîi eyelids droupcd antd lier chceks flu8bed benrath bis gaze.
Captain Hilliers looked earnestiy at the downcast face beside him. WVho

was Luis Mr. Hlamilton ? Sume oid admirer of Notait perhaps. He did mot
like the ides. They walked on for soute lime in silence, tben hie said-

WhVat did that felIow want to sali to you luat night, Nora ?"
"Why do you ask me, Frank ?" answcrcd Nora, ini a 10W frighteried

The girl's agitation was ptainly visible ; for she was a(raid tbat Colonel

Desp4rd would overbear their conversation.
Il by do I ask yoit ?" rejoined the Captain. -1 1 ray as %veiI say, why

doît't voit answer me V'
IBecause there is tiothing ta tell,*' replied Nora quickly, reinembering

lier promise to jack.
IlOr ratbier you won't tell V' îîersisted Frank, looking and speaking as if

lie wcre aniioyed.
For tbe first timte since they bad known cach otlhcr tbey parted almost

coldly ; but tbey met at cvening service again, and Captain Hilliers, watcb.
ing Nora's face during the sermon, was nsh imed of bis sustpicions. When
as they were coming down the nisle Çura's eyes wisifuliy sougbt bis, lie
waimly pressed the titnid band she held out ta him, and, reconciled. îbey
waàlked bonte together witb a grateful scuse of the peace of the Sunday even.
ing steaiing ovcr them.

Captain illicis and bis uncle sat opposite to cacb ather at b'reakfast un
Monday rnorning in the snug vratrm breakfast roomn at Hfilliers Court, look-
ing out over the broad actes of wood and moorland, wlîer tbe dark branchies1
of the leaftess lcs wtzc ouillucd against the wintry sky. A bright file
ruarcd and cricklcd in the grate. the table was sprrad witn an abuudance of
good things, and the room bad au air of coutfurt and luxury.

The post-bag bad jut becu brought in, and they were botb deep in tbeir
lettera. Prcst-nhly the Captain lookrd up) and said-

1I say, uncle, here's a bore ! I shail bave Io go up to -ublin."
"Wbat te do, Frank?"
"Oh, Tam is carning over about a herse, and nothing will do but 1

must choose it for him 1"
"I sc. And wben must you go ?"
"By the mail tbis aftetnoon ; and 1 dare say I sltan't geL back iil

Wednesday."
B3reakfast over, Captaîn Hilliers Fz!'întcred about for a while, and finally

wandered off in the direction cf the village. It was a cicar and rallier
frosty morming witb a bright blue sky, and tbe ait was laden witb tbe odour
of dead leavea. He found little Dàisy alone in the drawing-room, lying on
the :ug, poring over a lesson-booli.

'%Vhere is Nora FI hie inquired rallier cagerly.
I don't lcnow ; she tias berc a mluule ago. l'crhaps the is in the gar-

den. Look, Frank-Nora is going to wear that lovelv dieus at the bail il,
IlVcry pretty," aaid tbe Captain eurveying the black net dress trinimed

with silver ivy.Icaves.
"I wish 1 was grow:i ulp," sighed Daisy.
And so you wiil be in lime, Daisy. S-.e-lietc is soiethixtg better

* thaix ball.dresses-sweets enough te lasi you a wcek ! Now I must be off
to look for Nura."

The iesson*book rcceived vcry little cf ])aisy's attention after that. She
sat down again contentedly on tbe hecarthrug, anud Captain Ilihliers burried
off in searcb of Nora. lie wcnt îhrougb tbe fiower-garden, and tiniler the

> arch lu the hedge, ihen wandered slowmy down tbe kitcben-garden, and at
'las fbound Nora beside the rivtr und, r a large elmdtreo, lcaning over tbe

Iow wall talking ta somt_ ont in a boat.
heShc turncd witb a start aý his appraacb. and the boat daried away down

th river, krcping well witbin the sbadow of tbe wall. WVith a flush cf
annoyance, Frank saw that Notais companion was jack Hamilton.

Feeling deeply hier waztt of co':idence in him, bce waitcd for hier t
speak, te volunteer some cxplanaiîkin ; but Nora, mot knowing what te gay,

j~ beld ber prace ; pnd lier lover. mure hurt and annoyed than hc carrd teaconfuas, concluded that &lbe bad siome motive for bier silence on tbe suhjcct.
He would not condescend Ie quitstitn her ; ao the gaine of cross purposes
bega.-a emall beginning thiat led ta a grcat amount of unhappincss.

Nota thought Firk was tailler out of temper that morning; ar.d, wh'en
bcli was goue, the went up.stairs te lier atm room an.d wcpt bitteriy. What
had annoyed him ? shc vondercd. Wbat bad made him sa cold and ntrrn?
He bad mot set viri to care when lie said bo 'was going away, and thcy
would mot Imeet for Iwo whole days. Uh, what long days tbcy would bc to
ber !

Xelly arrived the next evening, vcry weary afier her lonigjourney. Il
bau licc wild and rougli in the Channel, and the traveller lookrd pale and
tired as she siood once more L-fore the firc in the aid home whule lier father
ichafed ber cold banda. Nelly's lips wcrc quivering ; this comirig homne
etirred feelings tbat would net bc suppressed.

IlYou had better go te bcd, darling," said Colonel flespard kindly,
looking at the heavy sad cycs. Il Poor cbild, you arc îircd out!1 Nora will
bning you some tea."

WiHen Nora went up.stairs a kwi minutes later, carrying a sniall t ry
laden uo.h d3înties, she fuur.Ncliy lying on the bcd with bier face bidden
on thc j.î,Iuw, ýýobbing almost bysîerically.
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