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e editor of Tsix CR1710 is responsible for the views expressed in Editorial Notes nnld
es,aud for such only : but the editor is not to be understood as ondorsing the senti-
exp in the articles contributed to this journal. Qur readers aro capable of
ving or disapproving of any part of an artille or cuntents of the paper, and after

gdue care as to what is tu appear in our columas, wo shall leave the rest to their
igent judgment

EDITORIAL NOTES.

A century ago, the population of Europe was abcut 150,000,000, now it
prer 350,000,000

We agree very decidedly with the Chronicle in deprecating the practice

rewarding Government officials with shares of the fines iuwpused 1n con

Eon with scizures and viulations of the revenue laws. The system is
ust

“The American Nation," say the St. Jukn Glole, on the 4th July, *“is

y celebrating its birth-day. It is 112 years old, and very healthy,”

bich nobody can deny.” We only venture to whisper that the Dominion

its twenty-first birth-day is quite as healthy, considering its age and (fast-
sing)ipopulation.

The Week, in an excellent sketch of the life of the Hon. Wuliam
vgall, perpetrates, apparently without perceiving it, a stinging sarcasm.
anty lines "—it says—* are so strictly dzawn that our public men have
chance to make headway, unless they are willing to be branded with
frade-mark (italics curs) of one or other of the political patues ”  Just
1t isa trade mark, and the matk of the meanest, the disticst, and the
it trade the world has seen.

A ity contemporary had an item last week, on the rumorcd successton
l(ljorcengu] Cameron to Major General Oliver, as Coinmandant of the
ton Military College. It is to be inferred, that if General Cameron
not Sir Charles Tupper's son-inlaw, he would not be persistently
kd “Mr.” Cameron. It is assumed that he “is wholly unfit for the

on." We bave no particular regard for General Cameron, but he isa
tific officer, and commanded the British side of the International
dary Commission in 1874, carrying out the work of dslimitatiun with
credit. He is not “ Colonel Cameron,” but retired from the Artillery
the rank of Major-General. The College is, no doubt, best com-
by an Engineer officer, but that is no reason for depreciation of

They are getting a taste of the * no-rent " agutativn in the States, Father
McGlynn is the chief promoter. Security in the possession of property lies
at the root of society, ard is uf as much cunsequence to the owner of a cot-
tage as to the proprietor of a thousand acres. Agitation has destroyed the
value of property in Ireland, but we doubt if the United States will put up
with the socialistic theory, or would submit to such legislation ss swept
away from the Irish landluids a capitalised value of 870,000,000 in five
years.

A number of teachers have put themselves on record in regard to the
necessity of scientific temperance teaching in the schools. That is the true
method. Children so instructed will not require arbitrary Acts of Parlia.
ment to cocrce them into morality ; and when we consider that Canada
already stands first among the nations for sobricty, which is entirely due to
the lively moral sense of the great mass of her people, 1t may safely be pre-
dicted that the rising generation will witness an immense advance in volun-
tary self-restraint,

It is noticeable as an instance of the desirability of voluntarism as a
general principle in roligion and morality, that the experiment of making
attendance at religious services voluntary at Harvard, which was begun two
years ago, has been justified by ample success. That the gencral sense of
duty and propriety is largely on the increase in the worid may be taken for
granted, the compulsory measures advocated by aggressive propagandists of
all sorts are therefore not only a want of faith in moral suasion, but are
insulting 10 the sense of individual independence and rectitude.

The Japanese are certainly the most remarkable people in the world.
They scem to develop to an extraordinary extent intellzctual capacity,
while they are singularly devoid of the senument of rengion. Christianity
is, it scems, to be authoritatively laid down as the natonal religion;
not, it appears, by reason of any religious conviction whatever, the Japanese
savants professing themselves utterly indifferent on that pont, but because
Christian civilization, Christian sentiment, and Christian ethics, are gaining
the mastery, and that it is the religion of the most highly civitized countries,

“ A paper in Winnipeg,” says the St. John Qlobe, ** took advantage of
Dominion Day to make a strong declarat on in favor of Canadian Indepen-
dence.” Well ard good. But is it passible that the Globe is veering round
from vassalage to the States to Independence? Of the two, we should pre-
fer the latter. ** And there are a very great number,” the Glube continues, ' in
the great West, who would like to take a hand in at the coming Presidential
election in the United States. The West s truly a great country.” Il a
plebiscite were taken in the great West we fancy the QGlube's annexationism
would be found to be altegether * too previous.”

The Miramche ddeance has got a livde mixed about tie cad of the
century, yet the thing is as plain as a pike staff, and the St Jokn Glule and
the Journal of Commerce are clearly right. The Advance's argument that
the end of the year one ended the first year of the world's existence 1s not
only atterly irrelevant, but is the baldest of truismms. “ Why should it
require,” the Adeaice continugs, ** a minute muie than a full 1900 years to
cumplete 19 centunies?” Wiy, indeed? Dut 18yy years are not 1990,
thercfore the century 18 not completed wil the 3ist December of that year.
The twenticth century does not begin till tho 1st January, 190t, not 1goo.

The verdict in Mr. O'Donnell’s suit against the Times has bzen given in
favor of the defendant.  OF course there is the usual brazen blare that cer-
tain letters produced were forgenics, and Mr. Paracell thought it necessary
to cmphatically assert his ignorance of the doings of munderers.  Few peo-
ple, however, are silly envugh to believe that the Tuncs would commit
itself to furgery, while the persistent avoidance on the pant of Mr. Parnell
angd others, of any legal steps on their own behalf, is far more significant than
the most cnergetic isseverations. The wealthy Times is a splendid mark
for a libel suit, or a dozen of them, and av onc will doubt that men of the
calibre of many of Mr. Parnell's co-adjutors would jump at the chance of
blecding the Thunderer if they dared. The gencral impression will be that
of a complicity of which they dare not challenge investigativn.

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS.

The world has at present two great Republics—France and the Uhited
States —and it may be useful to contrast tacir methods for electing a Chief
Magistrate.

The Freachman is univeisally admiited tu be the most volatile, and, to
that extent, the most unrcliable person on carth,  This may be the truth,



