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THE CRITIC.

their mouths, © At thoir feosta thoe samo deforonco to old age is manifeat , the
oldors sing firet thoso idyls which ate only found on Kavrpathos, and aro of a
5onuino archaio typv.  Very fow of thaw ean write or read, and anyone that

cos 8o is honored at onco with the title of Diakoes, or deacon, and is a
porson of great importanco at tho arsemblics, for ho it is who keops tho
minutes, and can write down protty nearly what ho pleasos, sitting cross-
legged, with tho inkstand on tho ground before him. Iy tho etroam which
flows down n narrow valley from Olympus {0 tho sea, great recds grow which
aro often used for tho ceilings of their fiat-roofed houser aud for hedges, A
peasant housowife of Olympus, who wishes to carry a 1 ght from one houso
to apothor, will put the ombore into onoe of theso roods to provont v being
oxtinguished. Amongat the gamos played by tho boys of Samos, I saw onv
which borea curious resomblance to singlo-wickot orickot ; thoy call it * ball,”
‘Thero aro fivo playors on cach side ouo sido isin,thoother fiolds ; tho one who
ia in dofends his wickot, a stone crected on the grass, with his hand ; whoh
ho hits the ball ho does not run, but counta one whon the Lall is rent beyond
a ceriain boundary line they have, if the ball hits tho stone ho is out. « In
their  medical lore, the Greck pensauts of the presont day rotain a closo
rosomblanco to their ancestors. Various quacks and charma were hold as
socrols in familics, and known to old women only, who performed thom, and
it is preciscly the samo now. Old witch-liko women are tho recognised vil:
lago doctors; thoy protond to drive out disenses, by mmttering incantations,
or by passes with a sicklo, the point of which has beon dipped in honoy.
Suddon illnesses, especinlly opilepsy,  the sacrud discaso of tho ancionts,”
aro altributed to the direct influonco of the devil, and tho usual cure for
these is'to burn incenso morning aud ovening at cross roads, which ceromony
must bo performed for forly days, And concluded by a pricst reading an
“ offico,” while the suflerer must wear tho pricst's sacred girdle. Many beliovo
that the devil can bo propitiated by lighting a cand!e to his honor in church,
Tho idea is provalont that if you light a candle to tho devil, the demons of
the lower air will bo so much astoutshed ot the unexpected compliment, that
thoy will haston W perform tho behests of the lightez,  For a similar roason,
doubtless, in many pluces the dovil is called * the good man " for the same
love of cuphemisms is oxhibited now-a-days that gave the namo of Eumen-
ides to tho Furies, Many unpleasant diseases bear cuphemistic names.—
Fortunightly Revicw.,
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DOINGS AT PORT HOOD.

To the Editor of the Critic:—

Dzar S, —Items of goneral public intercst are a very scarco gommio-
dity in this pait of the Province just now. Wo had a long visit from the
cruiser Acaddia last week ; but owing to the fact that during tho wholo of
the timo ahe was in, heavy North-west gales provailed, nono of our citisens
wero ablo to tako advantago of this opportunity for juspecting thoe flag ship
of tho Cansdiun navy. The Conrod also looked 1n on us on Saturday, but
left again almost immediatoly. Thoy are keeping their oges opon an the
large fleet of Amorican schoonots which is hovoring about tho const, on the
watch for the enormnous school: of mackerel that havo just struck in, scem-
ingly preferring Canadian waters to the high scas. oports of some very
large catches have roached us lately ; during tho past week, a schoonor
ownad in Port Hawkeshury captured 165 bariols at one timo, while another
aucceeded in seining 120 barrols. I was told the other duy of an Amorican
who had at one scoop landed 225 barrols, but this story,sounds almost foo
fishy for me. Still, thevo is no doubt about it;tho fish have struck in in
unusually large quantities ; and if the run will only continuo for a while,
and the weather remnain favorable, our fishormen may yol be able to mako
up for the poor catch of the carlier part of the scason. A great deal of
intores! is being wanifested in thoe coming Torm of tho Supremo Court hero.
There are three criminal eases to bo tried, including ono case of homicido ;
while among the “ Civics,” the oxcitement culminates in the case of
Cameron and McDonald, which is an action for slander, tho defondant being
the Parish Priest at Mabou, A great deal of hay and grain is still out, the
weather for tho past three weeks having been very unfavorable for harvest-
ing. Tho County Exhibition, to be held at Mabou on the 13th and 14th
inst., promises to be a greatsuccoss, everybody scoming detormined to do his
bost towards ensuring this end. Municipal Electious aro alrcady & common
topic of convorsation ; the genoral opinion oxpressed hoing onu of dissatis-
faction with the working of the County Incorporation Act.—>Mlone Axox.
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OUR COSY CORNER,

Tovmato Sour.—Take four medium-size tomatoes, cut them in halves
and removo tho pips, put the tomatoes in a saucepan with « bundlo of sweet
horbe, an onion stuck with threo or four cloves, somo allspico, wholo pepper,
and a little salt ; just cover with water, placo the saucopan on a gentlo fire,
slirring the contonts occasionally. When tho tomatoss aro thoroughly
cooked turn them out in a hair-seive, romove tho onion and sweet horbs ;
work the tomatoos through tho scivo until nothing remains on the top but
the skins. lave a quart of plain stock boiliug hot, stir the tomato-pulp
into it and remove the caucepan from the firo ; stir in the yolk of an egg
beaten with a little watet and strained ; servo with tonsted sippots.

CniLp's UnTEARABLE Scrap Book.—Take for the fonundstion bLrown
Holland and bind each leaf with a cross-way pices of catico of a different
tone. Pastoon the pictures with paste mixed with a littlo glue, which makos
them stronger, pass a cool iron over them at onco as it flattens themn without
much trouble. Make the outsido of a double picco of red calico, pasting
borderiugs round tho edge and a fronuis piece picture in tho contre with the
initials or monogram of tho child if possiblo. It is best to do cach page
scparatoly and then bind it together before putting on the cover.

llnngini pinoushions of plush or velvet with a flat aurfaco, on which a
watch can bo hung, by meausof a largo gilt hook sown strongly on are
ueeful as woll as protty,

Danuhe bluo will bo one of tho favorite new shades tho coning scasoy,

Very large woodon beads, highly polished, are used ¢ a finish for shyrt
wraps and the front of jackots. ‘I'licso wooden brads are much lightor tha
jot, and quito as eftcctivo.

Fanoy hair pins aro very much in vogue. Rubbor and tortoisoshell,
having rhino stono headings in crescont, star, and other faney shapes,

‘Thoe making of papor flowers is a fashionable fancy just now, and somo
of them aro vory artistic,

Full vosts are the distinguishing foaturo of dreasos for young girls ths
sonson. Theso vests may bo doveloped in dresses of any stylo or fabi
beeauso of thoir adaptability to soft, contrasting goods.

Long ovordrosses with scant deapory avo trimmod with largo buttons, o
with disks of passomonteriy, or braid.
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TAPIOCA.

The additioual acrongo that has boon brought wnder cullivation fur
tapioca in Ponang, Singapore, Suinatra, and on the weat and oast coast of
peninsula of Malaac to Sarawak, Labuan, Borneo, and various other islunds,
has tendod of Iato years to lower tho market pico. Tho Chinese domand
for wild governniont lands for tho purpose of growing the root has been
largo in tho Malacca provinces. European planters in tho Straits settloments
are extonsively ongagoed in the culture. In preparing the product for
market, whero grown, whothor as flake, poari, or batloy, thero is roquired =
liboral supply of clear spring wator, large vats, pans, and heating and
roasting arrangoements. On very good land it 1ikes from fifteen or cighteen
months bofore tho roots sufficiently mature to fuznish market supplies. T'ho
marrow of tho root much resembles in huo and form the chestnut whon its
outer integuments are romoved ; it is, howover, fatter, having more gluten
and less sugar. The blonchinﬁ of tapioca to suit tho taste of consumers
really detracts rom the strength.
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COMMERCIAL.

Tho state of trado has been fuirly active as rogards volume. Evidently
a good, healthy bosiness is-doing. Tho points that have a bearing on trade
mattors are favorable and the fall business that has now fairly set m1s
ontiroly satisfactory. lalifax, howevor, ia heavily handicapped by rents
and faxcs, 80 that outside towns are usurping much of tho trado in the
wholesale line that should be hers.

Truro, Windsor and Kontville all havo wholesalo houses who not only
import direct but alsc have travellers out who undersoll thoso represonting
Haelifax, and in eomo cases havo boeen ablo to place their wares in tho hands
of city retailors at lower rates than they wero purchasable from city mon. Of
courso thn profits in such transactions must bo vory small, but the more
iact that the legitimato business of Halifax houses is being diverted to those
of country towns furnishos food for refloction.

Tho Adams lino of omnibusses has beon sold out to the horso railway
company, whicis will run them on the old routes till their cars begin to rup,
when the bueses will be utilized in making connections botween the cars and
intend:ng passengers from districts whero the tracks do not go. .

Although largo catches of fish have been mado at the various bays and
coves adjacent to Halifax, it appoars that the prices obtained for them havo
hoen barely remunerative—especially for small fish, Ono lot of mackerel
cost the shipper 81 por hundred in cash on the spot, which, when sont to
Boston, only realized tho samo money, leaving the speculator to pay the
axponses of two transportations, packing in ico, commissions, cte. Nota
profitabloe transaction, certainly.

Day Goons.—Tho wholosalo dealors report a fair amount of orders and

onerally prompt payments. Retailers find business brisk and feel cheerful.
The volume of trado im this lino is lasger than evoer bofore and the prospecis
for a continuance are oxcellont. L

Irux axp Iarpware.—A good, steady business is doing in this ling,
but there is no quotuble chango in prices. The neil and horse-she
dopartments have beon quite lively and tho demand has fully kept peaco
with the supply. .

BrEapsTUFFS.—Lhe markets continuo to bo dull and deprossed orf hoth
sides of * the diteh.” Tho crops bave nowhore—cxcopt in some portions of
Franco—turned out to bo below tho averago, and the groatar part of the
United States have beon abnormally large. The fact is that, just now, the
world produccs moro wheat and corn than its poople can consutae on a yoace
fooling. Prices must, therefors, rule low.

Provistoxs.—Following wheat and corn, pork and beef rule_ low.
Manipulators have mado desporate offorts to keep pork up, but without
practical aveil. Tho tendency is decidedly downwards. Tho goneral effect
is bonoficial to tho maeses, for when foodstuffs aro low hunger as a factor o
human oxistsnco is eliminated.

Tea anp Corree.—~The domard has been good for tea and the move
ment into copsumptive channels has beon woll kopt up. Prices are
unchanged. Coffeo is firm with a good demand. The market is said to be

.
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