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The German Cavalry.

A Mititary correspondent of the London
Times. wiiting from Welsrode, Hanover
Neptembar 5, says: ‘" Awmong the many
Autwen manenvres that are now being held
ia #1l parts of Germany, perbaps tho meost
insiructive are those at pregent beiog carried
ovut at this place. ! It may be said that ever
since the existence of Prussia as » military
nation the cavalry has been that arm in
which it has specially excelled, and to which
it lins devoted the mast unwearied attention.
Ziethen and Seidlitz were probably the most
able cnavalry leaders that the world has
known since the invention of gunpowder,
and, still more, they muy be declared
to bave laid the foundation of Prussia’s
greatness. To Scidlitz belongs the honor
of baving won thebattle of Zorndorf}: Apart,
however, from his own brilliant successes,
the prineiples which Seidlitz inaugurated
were types thut every cavalry leader copied
for many succeeding generations. XKeller-
meaon and Murat, tho celebrated generals of
the Fiist. Napoleon, were but imitators of
Seidiitz, and although for many years his
priuciple acd teaching have been allowed to
fade out of memory, their real value once
wore i3 bejny apprecisted. During the long
peace aiter tho Luttle of Waterloo, the Prus
sian cavalry, like that of every other natiou,
somewhat rested on the laurels they had
gained in the past. In 1860,though on every
occasion they displuyed their accustomed
bravery, they cannot bLe said to have come
up 1o their standard of former years, or to
that which they have since reached. Poor
Captain May, in his *Tactical Retrospect,’
peinted out their shortcomings, and al-
though during his lifetime, like many other
tellers of truth, he only met with resent
ment, Lis warnings were not unheeded.
Four years of incessant labovresulted in the
cfficiency which produced such brilliant re-
sults coutributed g0 much to the gigantic
success of 1870, Sull it is felt that there
temains eomething yet to be done—the pro
blem tor the most effective uso of cavalry
under the altered conditions of war has not
yel been solved.

¢ Will it ever siill play an important part
ma general aclion, or must it rest content
withoutpost duty and with heldingin check
the cavalry of the enemy? If used as in
former days, it wust inevitably suffer anni
hilation, like the Freach cavalry in every
battle of 1870 whera it was engaged, So
convinced are the chiefs of tho/Germin
army that much'is now to be lesrnt in the
han:ling of cavalry, that they are now busy
making experiments with it, and this is the
principal pliee where the experiments :re
neing mnde.

{'hereare now herethreo cavalry brigades
vach comprising two regiments, and togeth
er forming one division, nader the orders of
Major General von Witzendorff, the com-
wmandant of the riding establishment at Tan-
over, where there is the great central school
of instiuation for the cavairy of the German
army. To this cavalry division an ¢ Abthei*
luny,’ or three batteries of horse artillery
is attached, aud a party of engineers. Ewch
cavalry regiment manouvres on its war {oot
ing of four ‘equadrons—now, as in war, the
lifth squadrou being leit behind 1o form a
depat for sivk and young horses. The
strength of each squrxdion in the field is
about 129, incluiing non cortomissioned ofli-
cers, nten an:Lotlicers helng called in frow |
the reservo (2 {itt up any vacancies during !
the manceuvies. Lehallin o fature letter
enter, into details regarding the mnuer 1n
which the Prussian cavalry is mounted,from

lish eavalry appear on parade, they turn
out far more hoises in comparison with
their nominal strength than is done in tbis
country. In fact, the taxpayer gets his full
money’s worth; but whether it is real econ-
omy to work young horses, with enormous
weighls on their backs, before they have at-
tained their full strength, is quite another
question, and one which may well engage
the most serious attention of our military
authorities

**Prince Frederick Cbarles came here on
Thuraday, and was present at the drills on
Friday and Saturday. The Prince of Bavaria,
who commands a regiment of Buvarian,Cuir
assiers, arrived on Friday afternoon, and it
is understood will remain here until the
drills conclude on Wednesday next. ‘Lhe
Duke of Connaught is expected this after-
noon from Hanover, where he will be the
guest of Prince Albert of Prussia. General
Walker has Leen here since the drills com-
menced, and is watching their course with
eager and critical interest, since it inay be
said that they are the practical test of anew
system of cavalry tactics, iutroduced last
year n8 & tentative measure,or rather resusci
tated from the time of Seidlitz.

¢ At the preset time, when niilitary scienca
is advancing with such rapid strides, and
when ull the nations of Europe are devoting
so much attention to its perfection, experi-
ments in manosuvring are just as valuable
and are just as deserving ot close attention
and remark as torpedo, field artillery, or
other trials, This i3 more especially the case
with respeot to cavalry manmuvres as re
gards the Engligh army. It is seldom pos-
sible to collect in England a force of cavalry
large enough to be manceuvred in masses,
and in point of fact, there is only one dis-
trict or piece of ground—namely, the downs
of Wiltshire—suitabie for the handling of
large bodiss of cavalry. In Germany, nsis
well known, they have very exceplional ad
vantages from the open and clear nature of
their cowntry, which is free from serious ¢cb-
stacles, and as a rule, fairly open.

* In this neighborhood the land partakes
of the usual characteristics of North Ger-
niany, with the exception that there are nu
merous plantations, which are strictly pre-

count of the claims that would be mude for
compensation, the cavaliy here do not mau-
cuvre over the open country, but contine
themselves to about 5,000 acres of waste
land that lie about a mile and a hulf to the
south of his town, and are almo t the only
available spot for extended exerciees in the
district. In my next letter I shall endeavor
to deccribe in detuail some of the leading
principles of new cavalry tactics.”
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tussin the Menacing Power.

Iu the new nwinber of Mucmillun Colon: |
Chesney offers an altogether uew soiution o
the so-called ‘* Irench scure,” which will, ai
any rate, be found o useful supplement o,
or corrective of, the well kuown Blchicood
article, by those whow the lutier inter: sted,
The writer’s main design, however, appears
to be to do away with the comymon hnpres
sion that Lecause France was otill very weak
last May, therefore there could be no truih
at all in the report that Count vou Molike,
aad otbers who thought with him, siwongly
urged war counsels at Berlin.

Colonel Chesney aegerts roundly that
France was quite a8 bickw.rd as the Dluck
wood writer has represented, and is posiiive
that her exact condition was at least as well

which it will be seen that, weak as the Eug-

ascertained in what he calls ¢ the giant

served, troops being on uo account aliowed |
to enter them. FProbably, however, on ac - |

bureau on tho Thiergarten” (Count V0P
Moltke's new office, which is, in (rut]-
a sort of military pelace) #s it coU
possibly have bLeen to any writer 'f‘"
an English magazine. But then hLe Qm“[:
out forcibly and in great detail that it 18 n"s
France as the possiblo ally of other first ¢1#8
powers, that makes Berlin strategists une'ls{ '
In fact, putting her aside as being altf)g"’t.l
er unable to play the leading part 18 =4
new military future of Europe, Colon
Chesney declares that Russia or Austt
must be the real cause of that German Ud
easiness which not long ago caused Vet
serious disquietude as to the maintenans®
of peace, Discussing somewhat in 0
tail the position of each of these tV¥
great empires, Colonel Chesnay finally cle? -
tho ground by dismissing Austria from ¢o%
siderxtion as as affording, of herselt, no réé’
cause for uneasiness, and turns to*‘ the for
midable Muscovite Empire'’ ss the 08°
power in Burope which Germany has 8
ground to fear. In both tho great motl:“;
powers which make for war are astir, #*
Kussia is busily occupied in preparations i€
the uitimate realizition of her dream of m’h.
tary grandeur. But, singlo handed, Ge\;]
many is, according to the views put forwsar
more than a8 match for her gigantic l”"";'
And the true secret of the longing lf‘wz
shown to crush France out of sight altoge
er, s0 to speak, and certainly without aﬂ!
real provocation on her part, lies in the 0
| ed belief, held at Berlin, that, if this be B
; done, when once France is again fully eqtl’
ped, and Russia has completed the reors®
ization which her Czar and people alike &0 a
sider necessary to her greatness, a combin®
attack from ecither flank will certzinly
made on Germany,
Colonel Chesney gives a brief, but e
outline ¢f what this Russian reorganizat! g
is intended to do, and the means for doﬂ:/
it ; and, if the authorities (Austrain, 8PP*y
ently, chiefly) that he follows be correck
secms that Russia will ultimately have,
sides a field army numbering a million 8
half (veserve men, ready at call, iuclude‘?e"
at least another hnif million troops, in t7
. form of reserve battrlicns and garrison rof”
; ments. to be formed from the presgn‘ma
pots. These two millicns of ber tighting !
are to be supported by the Upoltshen! o
Lansturm, ot another million, **a M85y,
{ force intended to occupy a position bet¥ e
" that of the (ierman Landwehr and ;:,n.
“sturm,” ard very suitable, in fact, fof ¥%
“tier service. And these three mi"‘o“sms
Cmen, who wonld ba constantly under a,ak'
e o o any hostilities, would be, 0%
e, iu tie event of invasion, by two mllf the
wiore of loeal Upolishepi, tormed out®
aller elisees of dizcharged soldiers. g of
Itis not exsy to grasp all the det® iole
Liis vast prajoct. As the Maemillan ar the
taly states, ko system adopted und® o4
new Russinn 17 Is more complicate® o'ef
k:
8y

t cleah

vadeed than toe German, ov, indeed, "bas
S puy other great nation, Ntil), broadly Bgend
ing, it iz quite certan that Russia “’tb‘e to
betere wany years ave passed, to be ‘;a,fof
direw ou o netzhbor o mullion and ® ]e by
suldiers of the birst live, closely fol O'illio“
aresaive, or sccond line, of half “.S}ogw
fmove, and tnen leaving another m!r e
fgused the frantiers and cover ‘h":n,king
i with two milijons to ba ealled 01}‘( pody
"five in'ull) ii war roll buck withid this i
I territory. Aud it is certain that 8 .0 ab
| perfectly knomn snd carcfully s8¢
| Berlin, and that the chance of b w
' grapple with such an untaga“‘sht’e Rhin®
| France strikes her old blow across tb® ™ A
] is not a pleasant contingency. ., h®
Colonel Chesney finally points



