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ToConrRESPLNDENTS—Letters addrossed to either
tha Bditor or. Pablisherns woll as Communica.
-tlong Intended for publication,mustanvariably,
bepre-pald. Corrospondents will also bear in
-minll-tting one ond of the envelope should he lent
'oyon,;mid at:the corner tho words  rinter’s
Lopy” writton and a two or flve cont stampiac-
cording to tho welght of the communicatlon
placed thereon will pay tho postuge.
N R

Livor, J. B, VINTER,of Victorfa, and Captain IT,
Y. EnMONDS of New wastminster, are our
. autherized Azents for British Columbla,

Wag..republished the following valuablo
article. from the Dorsel Free Press (Eng-
lahdy of 29th January, eatitled, “ The
Allin'Lihe and Emijgration to Canada and
the. United States'—as a notice of which
orvery: Canadias' might feol proud. The
gréad pervides-which Sir' Hvoa Artax has
réndepad to Lanada are well known end fully
appreciated by the pepple—thoy have been
worthily:recognised by our Sovereign, and
weldoinieide with our:-contemporary as to the
place ths hame will occupy in the history
ot ogr coupiry. Bt e view the services
rendered quite 3a much in the light.of the
futire ae'of the: past or present. The A1
La¥'s baye renderad services to the Empire
a,i;"g!l‘éi {o Canada—those twenty one pow-
grﬁa! steameces  with 56,000 tons, are
equal to the same number of first rate
line 6f ‘battle ships, and in the ovent of war,
or tather fn the revolution which must be
effected in tho orgenisation and working of
the:metchant -zervico of the Ewmpire, they
would ‘add- very materially to the actual
fightinig strength of the British Navy by
simply arming them with such heavy artil-
lery as they could carry without detriment
to the commercial capacity, The discipline

of thoso vessols is botter than thatof tho
British Navy—officors and men notinferior—
and nothing is wanting but teaining in nrtil
lory practico to nike them as formidable war
vesscls s any afloat,  As sped is an essen-
tinl fenturo in modern Nuval warfare, tho
vesscls that can maage to-mako eleven
miles per hour as tho ordinary run across
tho Atlantie, and if necessary, can increaso
that to fifteen,areus aclass, A 1. in the Naval
resources of Geaat Britain,

In addition, the same frra of Merchant
Princes havo o squadron of {Airfeen sailing
vessels of nnaggregate tonage of 13,789 tons
which of thomsolves would form no despica-
Llo forco if Groat DBritain will do what we
supp~qo must be the cventual solution of
the problems nftactings hor Mercantilo Ma-
rine, and her Naval Supremacy—thut is,
mako the Mercantile Navy provido its omn
defensive poiver—restore it (0 Its true place
as the Reserve of tho Royal Navy, or more
properly its complement, aund diseard the
delusion as well as humbug of * peaceable
commercial entorprise.’* Tho conservation
of the commersial relations of Great Britain
now costs over fen million pounds sterling
per annum ; if involved in & war, which is
imminent, the commeorce of ths codutry
would be totally unprotected, as the whole
of the fighting power now possessed shounld
be concentrated for the defenco of the Bri
tish Isles, and even Joux Briour would bold
up Loth hands to provent a repetition of the
Alaama episode. 1ad the United States
armed its merchai.t fleet it would vot have
lost its carrying trado:

TUE ALLAN LING AND EMIGRATION T CANSDA
AND THE UNITKD STATES.

When the bistory of Cunadas i3 writton;
when her rise, her progress, and her civilisa-
tion is recorded, the namo of Allan will
stand out ns one of the most honourable in
the roll of the friends of the Dominon
From the Red River to the mouth of the St.
Lawrence, from Manitoba to Maine, away
along the Bay of Islands, in St. John's, Nova
Scotis, Now Brunswick, Baltimore, and even
as far as the Jamos River, the Allan line
earries commerco in its wake, Yes, when
the history of ths Dominion of Ganada
comes to bo writt *n, it will be gean how much
its magnificent position befare the world has
been owing to-the British connection, and
how entirely 1t has been owing to men like
Sir Hugh Allan, who has passed a lifotime
in the conception and prosccution of euter-
prises calculated to promote and develdp
the Canadian Confederacy. No other men
bave done 80 much for Cannda us the Allans;
it is to them that Quebec and Montres! may
ascribo a great deal of their presont com-
merciul prosperity.” ‘The province of Quebec
hxs the advantages of .. maritime aad in-
terior navigation uunsurpassed on the conti.
nent, and possessecs nearly two-thirds of the
territory of tho Dominior ; and lier progress
from 1820, when Mr. Alexander Allau, of
Glasgow, had hus fleet of sathing vessols run
ning betwoen the Clyde and the St. Law-
rence, has expanded with the growth and
development of the Montroal Ocean Steam-
ship Company. As thisis the ouly company:
whos9 rise is indelibly blended with that of
Caunnda, and, more especially, that of the
province of Quebeo, it ‘may not be out of
place hero to stato that the port of Quabeo

‘euch.

is rnly 2,649 gooygraphical miles trom Liver-
prol by the Straits of Bolla Isle, and 2,808
miles by Capou Race; whilst Boston is 2,895
miles, ind New York 8,095, From tho in.
stant the waters of tho St, Dawrencoaro
brenstod, the dangers of navigation cease to
bu ne grost a3 on the open sen, and of 'this
navigation theve is 826 miles—viz., from
Bello Islo to Quahoo, ‘The great sdvanlago
of tho St. Lawrence, or river routo, over tho
rival routos of tho United States, is thoall
important one of ahorter distanée—a fast
which must niways havo great weight in de.
ciding omigrants to give n preference to the
Canadinp stonmers.  OF this fact one may
become readily convinced upon reflecting
that onoe arrived at, Quebeo, the emigrant
finds himself in the heart or centreof the
continent, in n temperato and salubrious
climate, and thence by -steambost-or rafl
may direct his steps Lo whatever peint of
Canadn he likes, or tho Far West, thus
shortening his distance, avoiding hundreds
of miles of travelling, which, did he land at
any of the ports in the United States;ho
would havo to undertake to reach this dos-
tination.

As an ingtance of the great development
of the Canadian trade, we may remark that
up o the year 1840 about a dogzen sailing
vessels of from 400 to 500 tons register were
sufficient to conduot all the trade that then
existed. Now the Allan Company alone
possrsses 21 first class steamers, with o gross
tonnage of 66,000 tons, tho bulk of which
aro engaged in the Canadian trade. From
tho year 1840 to 1850 thu sailing fleet of tho
Allan Compauy was inerensed according to
the advance of the Canadian trade, the re.
quirements of which weroattentively watch
cd by the late Mr, Bryce Allan, Ar, Jamos
Allan, Mr, Alexander Allan, Mr. Andrew
A)lan, and Mr. Hugh Allan (nosw Sir Hugh
Allan). Noarly nil the captaius in the sor~
vico havo beoo, hiterally spoaking, born in
it, and consequently huvea thorough know-
ledge of the trade.

Towards 1850 the various provinces now
forming the Canadian Dominiun awoke ffom
a long lethargy, and, no doubt, inspired by
what was passing in the United Stutes, do-
termined 4o enter with earnestness into the
struggle for recognilion as a power in the
world. The leading men of Canads, the
major portion-of whom were Sootch either
by birth or descent, began (o turn their
minds to the opcning up of the country by
railways, canals, and the establishmert of a
wore regular and rapid communication with
the mother country. ‘T'he enormousstream
of emigration which was then flowing from
the old to the new world attractod their at.
teution, and to some extent, saturally
aroused their jealousy. They were not the
men to rest quietly on their oars without
making an attempt to discover whether
there wero not hundreds and thousands of
Euglishmeon, Irishmen, and Scotchmen who,
while they ware desicous to emigrate, looked
with more favour on the-Untted States than
Canadn, 1t was, therefore, ugainst many
and difficult obstacles that Messrs. Allan
established a line of steamships to promote
and accommodaie the growing trade be-
tween Great Britain and the Dowinion of
Canada, and also for the purpoie of carrying
tho mails, At this period the sailing tleot
ot the Allin Company nambered 15 vessels;
but in the year 1853 two fine irom screw
stenmships were added to the flest, Theso
wero. tho Indian and the Canadian, of 1,500
tous ragister and 250 nominul horse pow.r
Theso vessels wero intendad to trade
regularly hetweeen Liverpool and Quebes
and Montreal, In the beginning of 1857,

‘tho fleat having been incremsed by theo



