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Of tira carly lristory et tis Islanrd, tîroro
can ho ie question et ils discovoiy by
Jacques Cartier, in bris second voyage te
Canrada in 1535 iviren lira vibited Hlochrelaga,
an Indian village, ascended tira nîonntnin,
whiicr lire nannnod Monti Royal, nd ioolced
dammri upon tis Island in tIre inidst et tire
naigirty river viti oridor and doliglii.

in tIre voyagésanid didcoveries er tIra grat
Samue'da Chramplin, tire quartera of a
ceîrtury Inter, tis Island iras a poculizzr o b-
jcct er attention and admiration, anrd lire
aven contemplatedl formnin, an esabIiiiî
meant and settiing doua irpen i, w'itin Iis
famiy in 1l1i],ans descrîbod iii thua .listoirc
de la (,bloinie .11'anîcaise cri Can:ada, page 19~7
tolie 1, as folloîv's

l-Proche do la Place Royale (Merntr-eni).
et au fleuve St. !.auronrt, il rencontra unre
petite ilo qué sa situation et elévatioin Sem-
bleant avoir fortifiée naturellement. et dous
ses vues pour l'avenir du Canada, il jugea
qu'en pourraity batir unes bainea élforte ville ;
niais ce qui est digne d'attention, il la nom-
ma Sainte Relaie, sinus douta pour faire par.,
tager les avantages de son futuîr établisse-
mont a ilélena fBouville Éàrn épouse, qui,
par sa doît, lui donnait le moyen d'en jeter
les premiers fondements. Car il est a re-,
marquer qu'il ne donna la nom de St. Iléleno
a aucune des iles sans nombra qu'il rencon-
atra u-dessons et dessus de Quéece, sin6n a'
cella qui étm'.it a coté da la Place Itoyale, ou
il avait resolu de s'établir."

It willîtius bre sueen front tireaboveextrict
the opinion formed by Samuel de Chanrplain
et tira natural features et this -island tis'n
place et sccurity and défonce, anci tirera is'
urvery reasen tebelievo tirat tire.carly Jesuit,
missioniies seught refuge liera frein tlioi
ferocions attacksa et tirô Iroquois uire ex-'
ceeded all atier tribes et tine Aborgines in'
savage and unroicnting barbaritica in their
treatment et Euroenn settleri,. anrd tIre
Hurons nnd aIrer trilles who wero disposed,
ta ira fricndiy ta the sManîgers.

It iras alse a depot for provisions, armas
and stores, iî'iila settloments wera frminîg
on tire main land. Altîrongir the islnnd, ns
the airea cxtmact ivili bhow, oîves iLs iîme
te Chamuplain's marriage witr Helena Blon-
illee-a Huguenot Dy tire way, or Frenchr
C!aIvinist-ý1 have net brenu able te colloct
anytb!ng niositive as te Cîirmpirn'a feminà
ascLtletméntoa it iinsltor aveu. building
a résidence thero for iris fanîlly, neither
dees it appear at tis enrly date tîmat any,
considerablo work et dofence iras crectcdý
for its protection. As iras stated on an 'or-
nmer occasion St. Helenla (with Ile Ronde'
nd Ilie aux Fraises àdjoining) is situated

in thea Barony or Seignory of Longueil grant
cd by tire Xing et France under tire feudal
tenture 3îd Novomber, 16-12,' te tIre Sieur La
Moine de Longueuil.

Wiren tne articles of, capitulation ivera
drawn Up in Sept. 1760 fer the surrender et
Mon trimal ry the Marquis, et Vaudreuil, te
Major Ganeral Aniierst, conmmander in chiot
et Il. B. MX, Forces in North .&merieýa, it iras
providod by tire tirird article tint. tino troepa
and militia mina. ware mn garrison hi tire fort
et Jacques Cartier aiid iu tira Isand et St.
Helems and airer forts saah ho treated in
tire sanie mariner sud shall bave tia sanie
honora &o., &o. The commander-in chiof
-of tie Frenchr An!ny de Lavis iras se dissatis.
led wiur thearticlos ef capitulation tint ho
rèiired or tbreatexred te retira' te tire Island
witir a force et 2,000 men, and kcap passes.
sien unîtil more favorable ternis could be air.
tained frein the Britishr General; without
houever obtainizng bis abject. In ay, I 781
tIre J3aronr cs de Lonîgueuil and David Alex-

auder Grant (grandtrathor ef tho precrit
Seigneur) wvcro niarried in Québec. and iL is
tindcrsatood thaf lived in the family ni-
sien orn. tira .laand, Baron Grant djed nt
a-trntoga in 1800, and wvas buriod in Boston.
lis ivifo tira Baroess, survivcdlîimi35years.
Site died lu 1841, and was.,burlod nt Lon.
&u611il.

Durirrg tIre Aminridan %var of 1812-14, aird
for someyciarftcrwvaffs tho Britishr Goverrr.
tunt ncqcuired tracts of land in variaus parts
of Cananda for doefonsiivo îîurposes. Amoirg
othors tino Island of St Iloien'a, %vitin tho
'Isle Rondo and Isle aux Fraisos weropur.
elrnsed frothflaron Cint andi bis wife, u nder
dced of oxclinugo in 1818 for v.aluabl&-city
lots on tIra site of thé oâI Récollet Churoh,
and in tire vicinity of Ciladel -Hill, newy
DalIhobsie Square, iwltii nt the conquost bc-
camte vçsted iii tha Crown by rlght ot mii.
tory appropriation. Tira value of tlî' pur-
chîrse nnountcd to £15,000. Trha1 Island
itseif is about thrce qunrteras ora .Mile long,
and oue thircl or a mila brond-contains an
arca of 147 arpents, or- 124 Englisn acres.
Tite flaronial residonce iras a splendid atone
edilice. niti outbuildings and a large gardon
attached, on the Southr Lanik opposite Lon-
gueuil ; tha building wns kept, up as offlcors
qugVrtcrs tor sortie yo.'rs attcrards-nnd
nnoney provided iii tie 'estinnates for tîre
tirno for tlIûa paynicrttota King's Gardner,
namoed 3lacrîulanc.

'rito other buildings of value wcre Gran .t'
Milia. (ordiniry grîst iîllis) on a point of tIno
tlîelsiand immnediatcly opposite Molson's dis.
tillery, anrd in front of tire present ordnûnrce
store buiddîngs-whicr at one tint, with tho

IMiller'b Iluse" I as to ba convertcd into
a Generai Ho3pitnl.

'l'liera aira 8tili tîro romains of on old
Frenich redoubt at tire south îvest point op.
posito the city, and linos of entrencbmonts
an tira opposite cxtremnity fâcing Hochielaga
B3ay. Tita onily works of déonce ever crcct.
cd by tho British Govornînent appear to
have bc tvro block bouses for the accomnîe-
dation ef about 40 nien, principally for mus-
kctry and ýliglit guns on tIre top, and the
construction or a ditch and paimpet in front
oftîr soabliers barracks opposite tIha city.
Tire block bieuses, wlrNli ar-pear te havQ
boom a ravour-le mode vr défonco nît this
period in Canrada, ivere built entiroiy or
îvood, and heing of littia value in modern
irarfare, hava been aliowed te faîl into de.
csy and becerouselese. iba nîost elavated
part of tholIsland, noar the centre, is about
l25ct abovo tîne datuni lino of tho ri% or
adopted by the Harbor Commissioners ; and
further nortlnward, in rear of tire Ordnaaca
,Store building, the site et oe of the aId
b'occ lieuses is 100 fect-*bova the river da-
tum line.

During tira occupation ofrthe Island, over
firty years, by the Imrpérial authorities, se-
veral valuable. buildings were erected, and
improvements of various kinds effcctcd. IL
iras tire principal depot for war flio stores
of cvery kind for thé Moatreal district.
Tite g-raod magazine alono wauld accommo.
date nearly 6,000 barrels of ponvdcr, while
expensive magazines and otiner buildings
couid bo re.idily fittcd up for 6,000 barrels
more. The ivooclon stoi o building incxt tira
river. near the site of IlGrint's Mîills," is
oftimnmense capaci ty, and in excellent con-
dition, and wili asily acconinidate an equip-
mont ef six frid batteries ef artillery jtino
newarmoryon the enst siclc, rccntly bdilt
ef stone, and twe aLaries irigh, on tira site ef
the aid miiitury prison, is aise of great capa-
city ; tha ground floor alonoe, in addition te
accomodation for powder, ivill bold 40,000
stand of arins. Tio infantry barracks ivitir
bomb proof kcitehons and Comnis6sariat
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bakery, ivili Casily acconimodata 7 or 8 ofli -
cars and 100mnin. At tie nortliern extreni.
ity ara thre work sIrops ef tIno Mili.tary Store
Deprînent and cottages for tha artificors
and lahorors, a practice battory for a flonting
target in Ulohielaga Bay, and ii good whîarf'
iritir 10 feat ef irater nlnngside nt sumtmer

At tha sontn or- upper cnd therg ia a rifle
range et 500 yards with ai'eta shic;d. and
targat,and a saluting eiatforin battery or
9 guns on the aide oplrosito" the" city. Tita
Qld French linos bofore nientionird wcre

piiply aiong the crest et tha banc arn
,îlo. E ad ofstbo ialnnd, at en élévation

or about 35'feet nibove tira iater level, andi
commanding lthat part ef tIra Longueunil
shre and Hochelaga Blay wlbero tire late
13oard et Ordnanco acquired prcrarty iii
1843.47 ln connection vitîr an adyanceul
work: anrd Wce de Volet for the socurity ef
Montreal.

From tire tinn or the grant Chramrplain,.
1610-11 doua te the poriod ef tire bite civit
unar in tho States, the position ef tira island
for ire protection of--Mozmtroal bas lâirmrcied
tlîe attention et eminorrt muîitary nien.

Sir James Carmichael Smyth..tIre cloquent
airtior ef- The precis ofithe, Wars of Cinmac
da," iras sont by tira Dukeo ef Wellington tu
tis country in 1825, on a professionai tour
ef inspection, and tis island ia particular
attracted bis attention as a military position
ef groat importance for the detencof ethe
commercial capital et Canada. *fie difli
culty ef approacn by an anerny is nlmoàt
insurmourâtablo-tiie sI'aliowness er ire St.
Lawrence in certain p arts et tire basin in
front et Montroal, and tIre force ef tIra cur-
rentcombinad, render tlue ,passage intricato
and difflcult eveni te théecxporienced pilo.s
of the steani ferry hata. T'ho dilflculty ol
access xouid .be stilL. groater -ii thea East
channal betireen tire Island and. thc ainn
lanrd.

The latest or ail tino sclrenes foir tire de-
fonce ef Montreai vras tint recommendcd by
Lieut..Col. Jervois, Doputy Inspecter Gene.
rai et Fortifications, ini 1865, anrd publialied
in tino Loîndon Tiwces for tire Érection of a
streng kccep or fortress on tis island as a
point d'appui te an extcîîded line et forts
on tho sou Lb shmore, connecteil by emmtremcm
ments and a covered îvay, witîrin tire anid a
liaIt te thrce miles et tire main keep on tino
Island, îvhich iras proposèd ta e eurected at
tire expenseof etta Domninion Gevernment,
at the sanie tuao tire Inmpéria nui trorities
pled,-epd thernsolvcs te crcct a lino or forts
nt Point Levis for tira protectioin et Quécbec
oh tra sou tI 'aidaet ftire river.

Thora con hardiy ha any doubt thant the
défensive wàrks on tis Isand by tira Frenchi
Geverriment woro Iiastily constructed dur,
ing the seven y"ara ivar betucen Irngland
and'France micir commonccd in 1855, and
iras concludod by tîno Treaty of Paris in roll.
1763.

ldontreal was several lusi tbrcateaed
drnring tis wnr by a Britishr force fronti eit
Yoric byaye Lake Chaimplain, but it vras
net tili tire autunin et 1760 iliat a dotacîr-
ment oftire thousand tIirea hrtndred ire
under tin oerders et; Colonel Ilaviland, ad-
vanced fromiCroiru Peint ta tino St. Lanvr
renced, vriore ha iras jo'ined by Genorai 'Mur
ray's force et 2,450 meni frein Québec on thé~
vcry day tire Frenchr garrisson nt Monrtréal
surronîdered te tire forces ai Generai Ani.
hoerst.

Thora seouts te ha a pepular errer anmong
tira carly French irritors in connection ivitir
the Scsult Si. Loîis-which la frcquentry
mn.nioned as the curront passing betiveor
tire Lmlanîd and Ville Marie, noir Montrosi-
wvieroas tho current anid rirpida in front of


