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A great deal of obscure intriguing took
place before the preliminary treaty which_
rent asunder the British Empire and estab
lished an alien Government on part of its
possessions in America was concluded, the
French Cabinet which had been cheated out
of its fair oxpectations of the reconquest of
Canada and tho acquisition of part of the
West Indies, maddened by the refloction
that all their best laid plans had failed, with
their naval power destroyed and their coun-
try overburthened with hopeless dnabt, and
worst of all, t¥ligfantdone in deplomacy by
Boston printer and a Connecticut attorney,
exerted every effort in their power to pre-
ent the consummation of a treaty in which
their interests were quielly ignored. Frank-
lin the philosopbier and Silas Deaue tho at.
tornoy might well laugh at tho creduilty of
dupes whoso passions were 0o powerful tor
reason and whose means were entirely inade-
quate to cffect the restorativn of that splen.
did territory irretrieveably Jest by the Treaty
f Paris.

If the secrot treaty concluded betwoen the
rench Minister and Silas Deano could be
rought to light, it would no doubt afford
uch occassion for mirth, as it is in conse
puenco of its being hove overboard to pre.
ent its capture we have only Deane's own
ersion of its provisions on which very little
ependance can be placed, but it was to the
ect that in case the French nation assisted
o rebellious Colonies in shaking off the
ko of Great Britain each should have what
oy cruld soparately congquer and that they
ald sharo the Newloundland fisheries be-
ween them to the exclusion of all other na.
jonalities, an arrangement grossly improba-
lefrom the fict that the French risked
very thing the rebels nothing; the result
ed the latter were the gainers, the for-
er the lossers in the iniquitous compact.

less and by no means dignified endeavors to
provent tho signing of an aggreement in
which French interests wero not even men
tioned, tho following treaty of peace was
signed on the 20th January, 1783, 1t Versail-
les between tho English and French nations:

“In the name of the most Holy Trinity,—

“The King of Great Britain and the most
Christian King, equally animated with a de
siro of putting an'end to the calamities of a
destructive war and of re establishing union
and good understanding botween them as
necessary for the good of mankind in gener-
al as for that of their respective kingdoms,
states and subjects, havo named for this pur-
pose, viz: on the part of his Britannic Majes-
ty Mr. Alleyne FitzHerbert, Minister Plenipo-
tentinry of his said Majesty the King of Great
Britain, and on the part of his most Christian
Majesty Chatles Gravier Comto de Vergenes,
councillor in all his councils, commander of
his orders, councillor of State, Minister and
Secrotary of State and of the commands and
finances of his said Majesty for the depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs—who after having
duly communicated to each other their full
Fowers in good form have agreed on the fol-

owing preliminary articles:

“Articlol. Assoon as the preliminaries
shall be signed and ratified, sincero friend-
ship shall be ro established between his Bri-
tannic Majesty and his most Christian Majes-
ty, their kingdoms, states and subjects, by
sea and by land, in all parts of tho world:
orders shall be sent to the armies and squad-
rons, as well as to the subjects of the two
powery, to stop all hostilities, and to live in
the most perfect union, forgetting what has
passed, of which their éovereigns give them
the order and example; and, for tho execu-
tion of this aticle, sea-passes shall be given,
on each side, for the ships which shall be des-
patched to carry the news of it to the poss-
essors of the said powers.

“Art. IL His Majesty the King of Great
Britain shall preserve in full right the island
of Newfoundland, and the adjacent islands
in the samo manner as tho wholo was ceded
to him by the thirteenth article of the treaty
of Utrecht, savo the exceptions which shall
bo stipulated by the fifth article of the pre-
sent troaty.

‘Art. 11T, His most Christinn Majesty, in
order to prevent quarrels which havo hither-
toarisen betveen the o nations of England
and France, renounces tho right of fishing
which belongs to him by virtue of the s
article of the troaty of Utrecht, from Cape
Bonavista to Cape St. John, situated at the
eastern coast of Newfoundland, in about 50°

Alter waiting considerablo time in fruit-

deg. of North Iatitude, whereby the French
fishing shall commence at the said Capo St.

John shall go round by the North and going
down to the Western coast of Newfoundland
shall have for boundry—the place called
Cape Race, situated in forty.seven degrees
fifty minutes North latitude.

‘“Art. 1V, ‘The French fishermon shall en-
joy the fishery assigned themy by the fore.
going article, as they have a right to enjoy
1t by virtue of the treaty of Utrecht.

‘e Art. V. His Britannic Majesty will cede,
in full right, to his most Christian Majesty
the islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon.

“Art. VI. With regard to tho right of
fishing in tlie Gulf of St. Lawrence the French
shall continue to epjoy it conformable to the
fitth article of the treaty of Paris.

Art, VII The King of Great Britain
shall restore to France the island of St. Lucis,
and shall cede and guarranteo to ber that of
Tobago.

¢“Art. VIII. Tho most Christinn Kin
shall restore to Great Britain the islands o
Grenada and the Grenadines, St. Vincont;
Dorrninica, St. Christopher’s, Nevis and Mont-
serrad, and the fortresses of these islands
conquered Ly the arms of Great Britain and
by those of France, shall be restored in the
sume condition in which they were when tho
conquest of them was mado; provided that
the period of eighteen months to be computed
from the time of the ratification of the defin-
itive treaty shall be granted to the respectivo
subjects of the crowns of Great Britain and
France, who may have settled in the said
islands, and in other places which shall be
restored by the definite treaty, to sell their
estates, rocover their debts, and to transport
their effects, and retire without being re-
stricted on account of their religion, oron
any other whatsoever, oxcept in case of
debt, or criminal prosecutions.

“Art. TX. Tho King of Great Britain shall
cede and guarruntee in full right to his most
Christian Masjesty the River of Senegal and
the dependencies with the forts of St. Louis,
Podor, Galam, arguin and Portendic, his
Britannic Majesty shall restoro likewise the
island of Goree, wkich shall be given in the
condition it was when the British arms took
possession of it.

*¢ Art. X. Tho most Christian King shall
on his part guarantoe to his Majesty the King
of Great Britain the possession of Fort James
and of the River Gambia,

“ Art. XI. Tn order to provent all discus-
sion in that part of thoworld the two Courts
shall agree, cither by the definitive treaty
or by a soparate act, upon the boundaries to
be fixed to their respective possessions, The
gum trado shall bo carried on in future as
tho English and French nations carried it on
before the year 1755.

“ Art, XIT. Inregard to the rest of the



