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Christian tndeavor Dangers.

Pot thi R<view.

Unscen dangers lurk in every sea. Full many a
gallant vessel, tempest-driven, fins struck on some
hidden rcct and gonc clown iwith ail on board. When
a barque sails on unknowvn seas; wlhcn tlie sky is
niurky and the wind is rising, tie trusty Illook-out'I
bolds ant important post. Ail iviii bhtss the keen-eyed
seaman who front lits iofty height warns of approatch-
ing danger and crics out, "1Rocks Attend ! " Foolish
indeed wvould tlîat crew be wvhich heedcd flot the iriendly
voice wvarning of rocks or treacherous shoals. It is
flot probable, liowever, tlaat miany %vill be seriously
alarrned by the cry of IlRocks Ahcad !" sounided out in
your lait issue, and purportiîîg to be from one IlOn the
Look-out" in the rigging of the good slaip, 1EJÂo.
*rhiere is a lack of intiniate knowledge of the Socicty's
plans and purposes, and of sympatlîy %vitlî is actu-al
%vorkg which wviil cause cvery intelligent Ëndeavorer to
suspect that the wvarning is not fromn one of the'ships
crewv at ail, but is the distant cry of one who wvatches
the vessels progress f ront afar.

No truc fricnd of Christian Endeavor wvill object to
friendly criticism. 'te movement as stili young cnd is
in need of much sage advice. Itismoreover, enger to
profit by "lthe experience of the wvisest men of God,"
whether they arc in harmnony with the movemnent or
not. Ail that it askcs is sympathy ivith the young
people wvho form these societies, justice àî giving crcdit
tor wvhatcver good bas bcen accomplislied, and a dis-
position to hclp them to a higlicr dcgree of efficiency
in Christ's service. It is extremcely doubtful if any-
thing can be learned from teachers wvho, witbout faith
in the pupil or hope for their future, only raised anger
signais and neyer propose a remecly. Isat fair to speak
of possibile dangers as if they wvcre the actual rocks on
wbich the societies were being shipwvreckcd ? Or if
one society bas hadi a mîsbap in tbis direction or in
that, is it fair to reason front one socaety to îwcnty
thousand ? or to give the experience of one pastor as
that of " the bcst and wvasest men in ail the churches?"-

When 'On the Look-out " spenks of Ila danger
thatsenis ()to lirk irn the social element " of the C.E:.
societies, onc is reminded of thc disturbing staternents
of modern bacbteriologists, tbat discase germs rnay
possibly lurk in bank-bills, schooi-books, communion
cups, fruits, foods, and ina fact, almost any conceivable
tbing. There is danger. But it is better to take
ordinary precaution and run the risk of possible danger
titan to starvc or gave up the activities of life. An
Endeavor Society here and tbere may make tbe mistakec
of placing too rnuch stress upon the social features of
tbe movement ; but is tbe social elemct to beabolis'ld
from cvery socîety on ibis account? Would it flot be
better for somte ",.ise man of God I to corne to the
rescue of sucb societies. and keep before tbem tbe
supreme end of Christian Endeavor, ratlici tban that tbe
social side sbould be lost sight of comp'etely and these
sozieties become cold, and formai, and languishing P

The charge tbat the movement is in danger of be-
coming mcrcenary, would be serious if it iwere fot so
plainly tinfair. Conventions arc bcld, because "Ib ere
is money ina it." Railroads, publisbers, officers pusb
ibis moveanent, becauçe "lthere is moncy in it." Con-
ventions rnay o.r may not yield rcturns commensurate
wvitb the eicpcnsc. but wvby single out the C.E. conven-
tions? WVhile "thie wvisest and bcst men " acknowledge
tbc value ofsticb conventions as tbe Sabbatb scbool,
Y.'lMC.A., W. F.M.S., no argument can fairly be raised
against tbose of Christian Endeavor. It is difficult to,
sec bow any Christian can rensonably object to ' tbc
sale of netwspapers containing the accounits of tbe
meetings." When tbe daily press of the great cilies
are fild wvitb accounits of the proceedings of police
courts, scandaIs ïïil hagh lhf c, divorce suits, prize figbts,
horse races, etc., it would scemt ta mast people a
blessing ta bave circulatcd ina tcns of tbousands of
homes accaunits af the Lord's wvork at borne and abroad
by cxpcr:enccd and trustcd workers ; to bring ber'ore a

multitude who are unrcached bv the churclics inspirilag
addresscs by such men as D. L. Moody, XVlbur Claap-
man, Jolin G. Woolcy, Dr. *.taim.igc, Dr Wili,
I-Ioyt, Dr. Barrows, Dr. Plotts. ]%iost people ý%,euld
not be adverse to the expendilure of a 1h tice moite>, for
such a purpose ; but opinion.% difler ! 1 lie pubiablitrs%
of the (iolaci Raalc and Thse Endc-at'or Herai sîlso conte
in for thiacrslaarc of iie charge of beaaag zîîerceiraary. 'l'lie
wvriter ofthei swceping article lins perhaps a persnnai
accluaintance wvith the publiiers of tiiese papers. But
if they have any desire to proanole ihe cause of Christ,
or have any zeal for the glory ol God, thcy rcceiý%c îîo
credît for it. It satisiies IlOn Uic Look-.out Il to say.
ilicir work is donc because "fiacere as mnucy iaa il.
'l'ie samne charge could be made wvitli as intcis reason
aigainst the publishers of almiost cvcry relîgiotas palper
anid cvery reisgious book in Christcndom.

The illird danger specified is "ite seîf-sufficient,
interrneddiing spirit whlich too offeen attends the opera-
tions"I of the Christian Endeavor Society. 'J he cvi-
dence of titis is found in a desire to control Sabbaîli
scbools and mission wvork, and in its eflorts for social
reform. It is flot easy to se hou' anythirng in flic
nature of this movernent sbould necess-arily generai'.
the spirit of iîîterference witb ýhe church's %work. Ilie
society is part of the local cixurch, and rander thc com-
plete control of the session. It owcs its ailegiance to
no other organization. its niembers are pledgcd to
ioyaity and support of the church. It il qui te possible
to conceive tbat a society, under exceptional circurn-
stances, and composcd of exceptional nîcrnbers, miglit
prove refiactory, but that is a ver>' différent thiaag from
saying tuai tiiere is a tendency in the very nature of
thie uociety,.ta prodticea atlfsutiient aîadin*nediagsirt
Tho whnle hastory of the tnuvcasent, aaad tIse testîama i. cu-
soude of iiiinistcra diapravea the existence of ausy Illch 'teiideziv-.
Ainong the loyaleat and niogtfaithful senasand daugiteis àai tle
I'rt!sbyterian Uiurci will bc found the incaîsisers of tht, Christîian
EiideavorSociety. They îec nrceba ciolwr nasBions, Bands of Hope, blission Bandls, lsslc positions of trust ia
Sessions aaad Bourda of Mantagemrent; conaribute of their ilian tu
theschemes cf the Chirch; and are found, by laundrcdaof ianiblerB
tu be alvays tcady te engage an any ivork i<n m-laics alay inay cssk
tlaesrca-operation. It niay ba truo iliat(Chrsatien nciieaos is t
tompting too naucîswhen i f ace with f ical eisîhiasiabias tise ubstaclez
tisat Il odly men have rnourned over and etrîaggled wiîl, for crn
turica." But if so, its ardor w-ill bc sutiicicntly tricd by canflict
with tbefoe withoutany application of cold watcr froin au, profesaccd
friends. It finds itscîf je ils efforts Ilfor Christ andi the Churcb" I
face te face w-atb hery insquiies m-hich stand in iL.c %ça3 of the
causencfChrist. Yoi. IlOn the Look out"I w-ould hav-eEndravors.ra
fold their bande iu the presceco of tîsele flagrant evi8 anti -cou-
fine theiselves to the humble crork of Christian beaseicece 1 "'
lie would have yoiang people, for instance, care for tise drun)Laril
and the drunkard's wifo and chiidren, Lutt nlot interfere -titls the
liguear corso %i-hich produces ail tlicir wos- Andiw iv l Bersîsso
godly mien in their yoîang days have atraaggledl witls the evils
iund have growa w-cary of tho wartarc. There in saarcly eorncalsang
inspirng in thie ardor waith mwhich young seul% talle op tho
struggle for tho triomphe of rieistcouanesls. The doitghters
prophc andi the young mon Reo visions of a lirigai er assag t1ettcr
day, aMd o forvrard in tlao naine of Christ tri do wsat, tlacy cau to
niako thrir dieains corne troc las honte, andi churca, andi countary'.
Thcse young people are an carnent. the110 asesi te bc w-aselý larected.
la net tais a time for Il the beat andI %visent mecn - of taie Cîstirci
to corne forwaril witls tbcir experienrée andi colin jusîgiment to guide
this anovement no that it shall "cleveiop ixato an insstitutiona f raaglit
w.ith blessiasg? I

Christian lFndcavor docia Dot Jailli in ie perfrct, Loat il dots
claitn an îanprccclenteil mne5asre a! suctesa in bringaiig young
pesople int close connection witli tIe life and îork of the chuarcls
This isnaw beyorsduaperadt-enturc. Nlany achurch in wlsich tiàe
position of the yonasg people was on*of religions incri-ta, bias
thrcaagh thas socîety been enabîcci te tussa iw-m fer a laies t!

Christian naciîncast. saisi is noe. rcciving front tilii vasluai le
service. Tt bas bounsi the volnq people Io the rharca ia et' 'ser--

Cn thoir higlicat sipiritual %vrlfarr, ansi in edacatirig ilicin le
borne its fuiture supporters andi workerp. There as, cin danger

wmhach faces uas thie danger of allowaag thas proiarinia %ti nr
peaple',, niovernent to lie unuèeci. Il goca withcaît sasyingîhat iset
rhurcit which to-day licat succeeds in rcaching ils% yrnîil pIc,' lr,
ansi in training thient for active Christian service, will he ili
inflasential chîsrchi to-rnorrow. No cisurcli coan for lcng znnintain
its eSTacienc~ nIaicia lails te enliiat tise syrnpsthy andi COn'eraitedl
encrgy of tlae oaatng. Tt. is jus. ithre that CiariFlian Erètitvaor
cnmea fcrward andI cifema ititelf as the bacadsaid ai tihe clircla
Tho danger now is that throagb lack of appreciatian or cf p3tnpia-
thy. or cf kindly direction and1 overuigit biais mighty force cf
iconsiecratea yaîathlful picl.y and energv will not bo utilimed as it
shloîld for the asIvancemexat of bue Redccmcr's Kingdom. - A
CnitsrrrA-i Exr>z&VOatMs
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