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The Priest in Politics in [Italy.

BY REV. ALEXANDER ROBERTSON, D.D., VENICE.
Por the Reric,
No oxplanation nced bo given ol tho well.-known phrase tho
« priost in politice.” Its meaning ia porfectly understood, for its
torma explain thomselvee. As thoy show it doos not concern itecl?
with the pricst as profossing the Roman Oatholio faith, nor as
oxorcising tho nights and duties of o subject and a oitizon, but it
deals with him solely in that politico-ecclosiastical character ho 80
often assumes, and by virtao of whioh ho introduces into the sphero
of politics, pricstly authority, pristly infinence, and priestly aims,
In Italy the peiestly aim ie tho restoration of the Temporal
Power, thrcagh the breaking up of the unity and integrity of the
Kingdom, und the means the ** priost in politics ** takes to socuro it
.aro, umting himsnlf with disaffeotion and disloyalty wheraver thoy
aro to bo found, fanning and adding fuel to these pasaions, and
oreating them when he can whero they do not exist.
1o regard to tho aim, the restoration of the Tomporal Power,
2 quoto & gentenco from on article in the Nuvva Anlologia, for
January 20th, entitled Sursum Corda, and written by Bigoor
Ruggero Bonghi. In this article ho eays, * Tho war is conducted
by the Papacy, and sinco its commencement twenty threo years
ago, 1t docs not seem to decrease in vigor and in precision of aim,
on tho coatrary 1t oven increnses, boing guided to day by & Pope
of an clevated mind, but in the highest degree political. The Pope
continues to fight fisrcely to recover the Temporal Power. Through.
out all tho country the priests cither follow the Pope, or remain
inactive and silent, oven when in theit hearts they dissent from
him." Siguor Bonghi, who uses these words, is one of the few
statesmen in Italy, almost, I may say, the only one, who adhores
to tho Papal party. Hie adhereaco is such than in obedicnce to
ordors from the Vatican bo cancelled an cngagement ho made to
lecture :n tho Athenmum in Venice on the * Life of Jesus ' shortly
after the publication of hia book bearing that title, whizh bas since
been put in the Iudex Expurgatorins. In obodience to similay
orders ho opposed the erection of the public monument to Giordani
Bruno ir Roroe, oven though his condact cost him his chair of
Literature in the University of the capital. Ho has to thank, too,
hia Papal partisanship that be is now outsido the Houso of Depu-
tios, his constituency having thrown him over on tkat occounnt at
tho lact eleotion. Although thercfore the aim of the Papaocy in
pesking to re-establish tho Temporal Power is known to all, still it
is woll to have it stated in plain termsa by such & man as Booghi
for 1t is often denied by the Popo, who poses as the friond of the
country, by the Church that talks of its patriotism and by the priesta
in goneral who, when taxed with disloyalty to the Kiog and con-
stitation, stontly and vehemently deny i6. A sine qua non of the
re.cstablishment of tho Temporal Power is the disintegration of
the Eingdom. By combination and nnion Itely won her indepen-
dence, only by revolving her once morointo separate, and if poasible,
hostilo parts, cun it bo taken {rom her. * Unite and conquer ™
was the watchword of tho Italians in 1870, “ divide and conquer®
is the watchword of tho pricsts to.day. A polioy of division and
disintegration has ever been characteristio of tho Papacy. In the
twelfth contury it encouraged the jealoua indopendenco of tho towns
of northern Italy in order to weaken its onemy, the Emperor
Barbarossa. In succecding centaries it fosterel an interncocine
war between Genos, Venice, Pisa, Milan and the city.states, that
it might moro essily dominato all. It was so in more recent times
swhen 1t prototed jealousies, ricalries and feuds between the petty
tyrants of Italy to securo tho same end.  Diepeace, disunion, disin-
tegration of Kingdoms means weakness, and weakness affords an
opportanity to the Papacy to grasp and hold. The disintegration
of Italy, thep, 18 being eought by the Papacy to-day in order tosecure
tho return of the Temporal power. Pricsts when taxed with this
do not usually deny it, whilst holding that it is not incompatible
witk their loyalty. YWbat they ssy is, ** Italy is composed of so
mauny diverse peoples, speaking different dialects, baving differont
custome, and babitoated daring long centuries to different laws,
that therocught not to boa fusion of those purts, bat & confederacy.™
Lot us now ask what are tho means used by the Papacy in order
to break up Italy with a view to tho restoration of the Temporal
Power? How are tho pricsta working for Italian disintegration at
tho prescot moment 2 In eovoral ways, first thoy unito thomselves
with all clements of discontont and disloyalty they ind around
them. At tho preaent moment tho oountry is pasying through a
scrious commorcial and floancial criois. YWork is scarce,.food isx

dear, toxes ara high, There are many who have s hard siruggle
{0 carn a livolihood and thore aro many who axe idle, and therefore
thero are not wanting elements of discontent and disaffeotion. I
havo sometimen hoard Vonetiang say, “ Wo werae bettor off undor
Austrinn rolo than wo aro now. Then Austrian princes and
Austrinn nobles came to Venice with their retinues and spont thoir
money freoly—things cost less than they do now, and we bad more
means wherewith to bny them.” At the boitom of saoh talk thero
is ugually no real lack of patriotiem. It is only prompted by a
temporary lookiog back to the bondageand the flesh-pots of Egypt.
But wherover the Papaocy finds such a state of matters, there it
finds congenial s0il for its insidious workings, It instantly unites
itsolf with tbat spirit of dissatisfaction. Tho priest grasps the
hands of such malcontents and says : ** We are one with you. Weo
think as you do and sympathize with you. Let us be friende.”
But worso still socialism and anarchism are in many places
rampant, To tho promoters of these revolutionary forces the
priest i8 novor hostile. On the contrary hois moroopenly, or more
covertly their friend. {t becomes n very sorions matter for a
nation when the minister: of its Church associate themselves with
tho clements of digorder and sedition. Becondly the Papaoy not
only unites itself with discontent and disaffection, it blows on such
a spirit wherever it finds it, and fansit into a flame, aud heaps
fucl on it. For illustration of this we have only to look at the late
insurrections in Bicily,lat Carrara, at Brescia and at other places,
The part the Papaoy played in thore fataluprisings is as notorious
as it is infamous. In Biocily, more perhaps than in any part of
1taly, the pricst unfortunatoly, bas still some authority fonnded on
tho ignorance and sugperstition of the people, That anthority
counld have boen exercised on thoe side of law and order. Bat such
was not the case. On the contrary in private and in poblic the
priests disconrsed on tho wrongs of tho people, oxaggerated them,
inveighed against the Government, and incited tho people to resist
tho police and the military, ard led them to commt acts of anarchy
and orime which they had to expiato with their lives.

The action of tho parish priest at Bovva.franca is a cage in
point. Secing the representatives ol law and order coming, he
ran into the church-tower, and violently rang the bells to call the
people to arms. Riot and bloodshed was only prevented by the
action of the Presidont of the Fascio (the people’s club), rushing
into tho bu:lding and cutting the bell ropes. Aore than that the
clericala financed the revolationaries. Rfonsy for the purchase of
arms and amunition was supplied by the monasteries and the con.
vents. The Govarnment bas, I believe, doouments proving these
facts up to the hilt, and, it is said, even inoriminating high per-
sonagoes in tho Vatican itself. Thirdly, the Papaoy not only unites
itself with disaffection, not only fans it into fiercer flame, it kindles
it whero it does not cxist. Tho priests are missionarios of sedition
they arc at tho prezent moment planting and setting in motion,
thronghout Italy, machinery for the oreation ot gooialism, anarch-
ism angd rebellion. Let me illustrate how this is bzing done. They
are cstablishing what aro called Workmen'sand Laborers Catholio
Socicties. In theso socioties the pricot tolls the pcople that Jesus
Christ was a sooialist, that He aimed at the destraction of tho rich,
and the giving of their wealth to the poor, that Be aimed toputall
upon & Bocial equality by mears of the Charch, the “supremo
magistracy ** of which He has given to the Pope. In cities and
towns whero the influenco of the priest is nil, such socicties are
not succeeding but in country districts, where ho has still a certain
amount of influence, and whero the peoplo aro ignorant <~ yolitical
matters, thoy aro prospering. Peassnts in considerablo numbers
aro enrollipg themselvos. Any who have socialistio or anarchial
tendoncies ars doubly welcome. Buinot only does tho membership
inolude men, but women nnd children even are emrolled. Tho
words ** workmon's ** and * laborers** incorporated witk the name
of tho society is thus only a blind to atiract members, and to hido
its real character and aims. The pricst promises to lead its mom-
bers to victory, and they on theiz part promiss obedience. The
Church, thoy are taught, will becomo tho redresser of all their
wrongs, * able to ronder prosperous,’ as the Pops eaid tho other
day, ** oven this cur mortal existence.” The poor people—unao-
quninted with the bistory of their land nnder Papal rale, when i$
was sunk in ignorance, superatition and vice, whon thore were no
pavements, no lighting, no sanitation even in Rome, when lifo and

property were insconre everywhere, when brigands came down-

from tho mouutains at Easter to share their spoils of robbery and
murdor with the Pops, and getting hisabsolation, refurned fortified
to their nefarious practices—beliovo tho {alschoods of thbir pricsts:
Whea tho pricst bas a olub strong engugh he tells itz mgmbers
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