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The Priest ini Polltics in fitaly
111 IREV. ALL'XAJDER ROIJIRTSON, D.D., VENJCE.

l'ur the Racricic.
No axplanation ued b2e givan t,? the wlli.kuown phrasa tha

"priet in pohtics.- utn nlening ja perteatly unaratood, for ils
tarme explain thamealvosa. As tlîey show il dae net concern jtsolf
wuth tha priest as profassing the Rtoman Osîholia failli, ner as
exercieîng tho righte and dtitesa et a subjeat sud a citizen, but it
deale wvîth hlm eolaly in that politico-ecclaeiasticsl chRracter ho sa
citen mssumes, aud by virice ai whjob ha lutroduce juta tho aphera
et poîaîce, priestly authority, prJoéitly influence, and priestly aima.

Iu lîsiy the prîestly suna la tha reetorxxticn et the Temporal
Powver, thrcngh tha brushing up efth11e uuity aud intogrity of tha
kingdom, aud tho meano tho"I priet iu palitios " talios ta seaure it
are, unating hîmenlf with disalotion and dialoyalty wberoverthey
ara ta ba fouad. fanning and adding tuai ta these passions, ana
arcating thcm wbon lio eau whoro tbay do net exiet.

lu regard ta tha aim, the roatoratien of the Tamporal Power,
.quota a sentence train an article in the \Nuva A ritlogia, fer

Jauuary 2&Ili, eutitled Stirsa:u Cur.Ia, sud written by Signer
Ituggera Boughz. ln this article ha eaye, IlThe war le conduotcd
by tha Papaay, sud since ils commencement twenty tbrec years
tiga, i dacs net ocam ta decrease ln vigar and lu precisios ef aim,
on tlia conlrary it aven inorases, baing guidcd ta day by a Papa
ot an ceovsted mind, butin the higbestdegreapolitical. ThePapa
continues In flght flarcely tu recoear t12e Temporal I'owor. Througli.
ont ail tho country the priesta aither tallowv the Papa, or momain
inactive and suient, aven ilîen iu theit bearta tboy dissent tram
him." Signer Bonghi, who, uses thesa wards, je one of tho fcw
sanîsmen in lîsly, alimat, 1 May gay, th2e only ana, Who ahotes
ta lte Papal party. Hie adheronca le sncb than in obediacac te
ordors tram tho Vatican ho osncelled au engagement ha mnado ta
lecture za tha Atbenoeum lu Veuice an t12e "lLita ai Jesus" Iliortly
sitar tho publication et bis book bearing that tile, which bas sinca
beau put in the Inadex Expurgaturizis. Iu obadiec la aimilar
orders ha oppasea the crection of tho publia monument ta Giordani
Brune ii Bame, aven tbongh bis couduct oolt bim hie chair et
Literaturo lu th2e JUiversity of the capital. Ha bas ta lhank, tao,

bie Papal partisanehip that ha i. uaw ousiaa the flouse et Depu-
ties, bie aonstituancy baving thrownr him aver an that ocaonut aI
tha last ebeotion. Althougb therefare the aim of tIme Papsoy in
seaking ta re-stablish the Temporal Pawer is known ta al], etil àt
i. well ta have il statcd in plain ternis by eucb a mari as Bonghi
for it le ait au dauiad by the Pope. %vho poses us the f riand ai the
cenntry,by the Cburch Ihat taîks af jts patrietiam sud by the piiesta
lu gaucral who, when taiead witli disloyalty ta tha Ring sud cou-
stitution, stantly ana vehemeully douy il. a sine qua non of the
re.establiabment et the Temporal Poer le t12e disintegration ef
the Ringdom. fly cambinat:on aud union ltr.ly won ber indapan-
deuce, ouly by revelving bier once mare juta separato, sud if passible,
hostile parts. can it ba talien tram bar. "Unite aud aonquor"
was t12e watcbwarda! Ibte Italiane lu 1870, "divida sud conquer'
ln tho watcbword of tha priete la-day. A poliey et division sud
dielutegratian bas aver beau charataristio of tho Papaoy. Iu the
twclf lb century it encouraged Ihoeaions inapeudance et tho tawns
et northemu ItaVlu inarder te weakeu ils cuemy, tho Emperar
IBarbarossa. Iu snccoceing cenuries itlotasce an intamnoaine
war betwccn Geoa, Vonloo, Pasa, Milan sud the city.ostcts. that
il migbt more casily dominala ail. Il was so lu more rcest timon

acini pramuoted jealousies, rivaîries and taude botween the petty
tyrauts et llaly ta secure th a mre end. Dittpoaca, disunien, dliein-
tegration ef Kingdeme moine wcak-nos, sud wcskuess afforasan
eppartnnity ta the Papaay ta grssp sud beid. Tbe disintegration
a! Iîsly, then, in boing eought by the Pîpacy to-day lu arder le secure
tha returia ai the Temperal power. Priois whcn taxed witli Ibis
do net U812ally den1y ji, Whisgt holding 1h11 il le net incOMpatible
with theïr leyalty. What tbey suy in, il Italy la composed ar se
many diverse peaples, speaking difloeot dialects, baving different
cantates, aud babituated dcring laulg =oturice ta diffament lr.wa,
t h&% thcraonuglt nat ta bo a fusion ef those pax-ts, but a cent ederacy.11

Lot us uow ask wbat =r the me&n= nsed by the Papaoy in order
ta bruat up llaly witb a viaw ta the restotaian of the Tempporal
Power? flaw arù tho prit ets vorkiug for itai es> imintegratian at
iho prsut moment? lu oeri wya, fret tbey nlle bemacbves
with &Il clamants ef aimaontant and dislayaity tbey flud arouud
thora. At tho prescrnt moment- the acnîry *in pasing thraugh a
erioe comumercial and ilnancaJ crioi.. Work ijr scarce,. food Ws

doar, taxes arn high. Thora are many who bava a bard etruggla
ta aarn a Iivollhoad and thora ara many who are iadb, aud Iharefara
thora ara nat wanting elemente af disoantent and disaffootion. i
hava samotimn hoard Vocatians say, IlWo wera botter off undar
Austrian ma than wa ara naw. Thon Auetrian princes and
Auatrian nobles cama ta Vanioo with thair retinueu ana epont thair
maney freely-things cont Jasa thon thay do now, ana wo had more
meane wherowlth ta boy tbcm." At the bottom af saab talk thora
la ucually no rosi look af patriatiem. It je anly proapted by a
tamporary laoking baok ta tha boaage and the fleeli-pats af Egypt.
But wberaver the Papaay flide auch a stata ai maltera, thora it
fando cangonial sal for its insidiaus wvorkinge. It instantly unites
itsolf with that spirit ai diasatiofaction. The pri6nt graupe the
bande af snob malcantonts and says :" -wa are one with yau. Wa
thluk ae yan da and sympathiza with yau. Let us ba frieae."
But warsa atili socialisai sud anarcbierm are iu many places
rampant. Ta the pramotera of thea ravolutionary forces tha
priet le novor hostile. On the contrary haisa mora aponiy, or more
aovertly thair friand. It beomea a very serions matier for a
nation whon the miuistaî.- eif its Ohurch assoalata thameelvos with
tha clamants of disorder sua oadition. Secondi>- the Papaay nal
anly culites itsoît with disoontent and disaffeatian, it blowe an snob
a spirit wheravor it finde it, and fans it miat a dlame, and beaps
fual an iL. For illustration et thie wa bave anly ta laok at the bite
insurrections in Sicily,'at Carrara. aI Bresca aud at other places.
The part tho Papaoy played in thora ftatalPuprisinge je as notorians
as il je; infamana. In Sliiy, mare perbapa than in auy part of
Italy, the priast unfortunataly, bas stili sema autbority tounded an
tha ignorance snd superstition oft he people. That antbority
could hava basa exoroisedl an the sida af law and order. But snob
waa nat the case. On the contrary iu privale and in publia tho
prieats diecaursed an tho wrangs af tho people, oxaggerated them,
inveighod againet the Gevernment, sud inoitad the people ta rosiEt
tha police and the miiitaty, and led thcmn ta commit acte of anarchy
snd crime which they hft ta expiata wilh their live.

The action af tha parieb prient at ]Bovva.franca le a case in
point. Secing the represeutatives of law and arder caming, ho
ran jnta the church-towor, aud violently rang tha halls tu el the
people ta arme. Itiot aud blaodebea won anly provcuted by the
action of the President et the F<:scio (tha peoplo'a club), ruehiug
juta the building and cutting the bail ropea. Mare than that the
alaricals flnanced the revolutionaries. Monby for the parchasa af
arme sud amunitian wvas eupplied by the mouasteries sud the cou-
vente. The Govarnmert bas, 1 believo, doouments praving these
tacts up ta the bult, aud, it je eaid, ovon incrimiusting bigh per.
sonagas lu the Vatican jtsalt. Thirdly, the Papaay net only unitea
iteel! witb disaffectian, net only fans il iuta flercer flama, itkindlcs
it 'whoe il dac e ot axist. Tho priaste are miesionarias of edition
thay are at the prasaut maomant plauting aud sotling iu motion,
thraughout Italy, machiuery fer the areation af sooialiamn, anarrh-
i8m ana rebellion. Let me illustrate bow this je b.-ing doue. They
are estabiishiug whsl are oalled Workmeu's ana Labarara Caîbolia
Societies. Iu Ihese sooiatios the pricat talla the peopla that Jeass
Christ was a sooialist, that Ho aimn tI he destruction ofthe rich,
aud tha giving of thoir wealth ta tha pour, tbat Be ainxed to put al
upon a social equality by meana et the P.burch, the Ilsupreme
magistraay" eto which Ho bars given ta the Pape. In chtien ana
tawns whero tho influence at the prient ia niil, sncb socicties are
net succeding but in country distrjcts, vhore ho bas stiil a certain
amunt of influence. and whera the people ara ignorant , - olitical
maltere, lhoy ara praepering. Pessants in considarabla numbers
ara ourolliug themrcîvea. Any who hava aocîsliatia or anarchial
tendonoies are denbly weoome. ]3ntnoîanlydoetemeibmabip
inaîndo meu, but wamcn and abildran aven are eoaUc. The
words Ilworkmn'a Iluad IllaborersaI iucarporatod with the namo
et tbo society ia thus only a bliud to trat ruembera, ana tD bide
ile rosi abarater aud aima. The priant pramisos la lcad lis moni.
bare ta viatery, aud they on tboir. part promise obedieuoo. The
Church, they ara tangbt, wiil becamo tho rcdresser of ail tboir,
wrongs, --able ta rmader prasperone," stbe Pape aadh Io aller
day, Ilaven Ibis aur marIal existence." The peor peapbo.-unso.
quainted with the bjstary oftIhair baud under Papal rrulo, whcn il,
wae souk in ignorance, superstition sud vice, whon thora wcmo ne
pavements. ne bigbtiug, noianitation aven in Rame, wben lita and
property wera iuscaura evùrywbere, 'whon briganda cama clown-
tram tha moaultaiu a% Esaler toahbre Iheir speils et robbery and
murdor wjth the Pape, aud getliug bis absolution, roturned ftllea
ta tbair nofarione prsotices--beievo th2e falsabooa of thbir prieass
Wbezl 112e priest biai a club streng ongugli bo telle iti raçxubcri
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