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TexT i~ Exodus xxaiil., 18—*1 besecel thee show e thy glory.™
That was o bold prayer,  Is it too much to el it the tuhlmt
prayor ever utu-rcc‘l? It is the tinitv asking for the intinite, the
dewdrop erying for the fullness of the ceean, the heart of the erea.
ture crying for the kaowledge of the Creator.  Wo have in thiy
oxpericico of Moses an ilhstration of the tiuth more than onee
uttered by Christ ' to him that hath «hall be given.”’  Mogex was
tho only oue of nil the hust of Iamel thut dreamt of asking for such
a revelation 3 the cliders xaw God on the mount and * did eat and
drink.” Mosens had gone into higher places with Gol, had seen Han
as thoy could not see Him, had enjoy=d comumnion that they could
not understand, and his xoul, thus enlarged, lotged for better things
atill, It is ever 80; wo receive what we ave titted to reerive, wo
dip {from the ecean all that our vessel can hold, no more,

Moses enjoyed inanswer to his prayer a fulliiess of blessing that
ho had never before exparienced, he entered on a higher plane of
spiritual life, and thi< bl: xsing wax not temporary, it was permanent,
\‘ia life for the future was richer, noblor, fuller in the enjoyment of
God thun it had before been  We hear much in these days of o
¢ fligher Life,” called by muny munes, but sapposed to e a state
entered by some experience spart from the ordinary current of
Cluistion life ad enjoyed only by those who have passed through
thisoxperience.  Ieen find in Seripture only one life set helore
every chillof Gold as that which hie ia to Hve a life of wh le
henited and welf-forgetful devotion to our
Land s with anthing less than this is any

hristian o rest satisfied, What life can be
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Hoen, whow to ks i eternd hife Bleaodne v a0 e thae
rinie ey petionne 1owe gron jn Baline o aswe goon b hnoaded oy
Him wio holy,

II. How W Tris Exereiiser Arrusio -

Moscs had Leent for furty day<in the wonnt with Ged 1 had
heen wlone with Lis makor; hete was o vmniae Trom Gl
presenve Ho had come down to find the poople in dotons wordap
wround the goblen valf, und atter expostalation wath the poople he Ll
gone back to God to ple sl sith Him for theie pasdon — Tiat phoad
tnge was mare than mere prayer. Yo aanember God®s word to
him, ** Tat e nlone aml T will destroy this paople and will no0,
of thee agroat nation 3 there was the olfer of g caten s tor himeelt,
but greatness at the prive of doswstimg the peple It wasthe
tewptation that comes to cvery man at same time, to the polity jan
telling hinito decert hix principles an Laceept eihive, to the mimstos
telling him to forget his congregation awld acoept eodf prefevment
Ol ! for men “‘\!'F.\ln\\\ whe would trample on selt fntoict and save
the warld by their sacritice S/t was the recond step ol
preparation for this wonderful reselation. It youswondd finow Gald
ws Moses knew him yon st be wailling to go asi’e with Nin,
willing to leave the pressing valls of husinessand the g1 etivn o1 the
wotld in otder to commune with  Him through hiy Word and
praver.  Is it stranue that we know God but Shghtly whon we el
o little time with Him ¥ Meditation and praveas are old fashioned
wordy, but they indicate duties that erannot e pedeeted ot we
would enter into the seeret place of Gold’s puesence, There is ot a
titthe need in these daysof vonventions and prosang bl valls tin
Christian activity to remember that a quict time wlone with Gad 1<
v‘\lvnli(\l to growth mgracs and toa kuowledie ot Hhanself and His
will

And selfesaeritice is for uvas it was tor Mow o the pathwav o
the beholding of God's glory, When <t fills the heart thae is
little voom for God, wien onr ey e are set on selfish ends they cau-

not ~ce s beehoning hand, whon our cars
are lstemnge for sonnds that will delight om

higher than this Lknow not  * * ¢ That
there are better things for us to cnjoy
than wo have yet attained to is surely true,
and that we may be cucouraged to strive
after theso let us consider —

1. —Tuk Cuaraeter o Moses' ExveRience,

] besecch Thee shew me Thy glory.”- -
‘] his was his prayer, and in reply God' said
I will make all my goodness pass hefore
thee, and 1 will proclaim the namo of the
Jord before thee, and will be gracious to
whom [ will be gracious mud will shew merey
to whom I will shew merey.””  Three things
aro here promised—a sight of Gods good.
ness, o proclamation of God's nume, and o
declaration of God's sovercienty.

A Sight of Got'x CGomlnsss. Who can
doubt thut, hidden in the eleft of the rock,
Moses saw and uuderstood as he never had
before God's purposes and works of love in
nature and in grace  He had always recog.
nized God’s hand in natare, but now he gees
written, where he had never before suspected
it, that love of Gad that woos man in natwme
and sceks to sing its way to his dull beart
in the breezes of the morning, aud as well wn
the tempest as in the zephyrs. The gates of
creation were opened to him and he saw what
we, slow  souls, 8o often fail te sce,
God's love glistemng in every dew-drop,
paintedon ecvery prwmrose, tlashing on cvery quivering leaf and
written even in arrows of lizht across the Llack storm-cloud ;
through these all he saw God’s love working his purposcs for the
world.

And so in the realms of grace 5 Moses saw, as he never had seen,
Gol's purposes of love toward His people 3 the ceremonial so lately
revealed, unfolded iteelf, and he saw every particular item  pointing
forward to Gad's great work of love for nunkind,  God's gooduess
shone forth everywhere and ho learned what John learned so many
ages after ; learned it, us thoui.:h in every work of God, an.d every
commandment, and every providence he saw infinite love working for
the salvation of a world.  Thus he learned that God is Love.

The Proclamation of Ced's Gooduss, i.e, the revelation of His
character. ““The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious,” cte.
—here was o fuller revelation of God’s character than had yet been
made ; Moses saw, us it were, fucther into the heart of God than he
had yet seen ; he had known God as the mighty < 1am,” he had
felt the glory of having the self-existent Oneas his tiod, but now
ho knows God as never before 5 the hieart of hia Father is unfelded,
hencecforth the tenderness, the compussion, the long-suticring of God
will be present in His child’s conception of Him, and of the patience
of God with the sinner rather thaun of the power ot God to smite,
he will lovo to tell.

The Deelaration of o’ Savercignty.—Sovercigaty, not separat.
cd from love, but joined withit, God would not &iu- God without
this ; IHc is tho Sovereign, not thesubject, of man.  Separate God's
intinite love from His soverignty ard you have left a blind, relent-
less fato 3 separate God's sovereiguty from hislove and you have n
powerlessand purposcless compassion  Join theso as God juins
them in His revelation of Himself and you have God revealed in
Christ Jesus, all-loving, nll-Kowcrful.

Thua the oxperience of Moscs wns no strange ccatatic condition
of mind, it wasa fuller knowledge of God, progress in knowing
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seltish xouly they ave deaf to s volce and
cannot approciate the nsiv of s wessage.,
Tl Moces i that erisis thonght of hinesclt
ho would never have seen Goal's glory as he
saw it. He leawed as Esthar learwod, as
Pan! learned, ax vvery soul that has sroraed
to serve solf at the cost of daty has kaned,
that **whoso wall lose his dite tor Chrast'
aahve the same shall wive it ™ for into the
heart that is emptyed ot selt € hiist withooe
wndd the glory of God will till it.
L -ToE Brstrrs o Tras Baerin g,
© Noman liveth to hiselt 3 ° Moses™ per -
sonal blesssng bocame a blessing to the p cople
abro,  Every step yoo ke forward i the
Christian lite sill gaove a hielp to othany,
M:ses ganed increased intluence with the
prople. The cluldien ot Iarael **saw that
Moses' face shore and they foared to ewme
nigh him,” lenscforth he ved a lite ina
sense apart fiem the people, but his voice to
them was as the voee ot God, The beauty
of holiness, the poner of holiness <hone in
hiv lite.  Would you have power, spirituul
power with the people, power with your
class, power with your fricnds, wonll you
shine as a light for God in the darkness of
this wald ' Then, my fiiend, pet pear to
Gaod, live in His presence.  Itis His power
through you that must t uch the hearts of
men, and you ottght never to forget that if
you would do good, be goeod.

Humility. - Mosxes  wist not  that hisx  face  shone.  Pub
lish the words far and wide in these days of o holi
ness that is too often boastful and  self conscious.  Others

saw the effect of God’s revelation upon Moses, he himeedf was not
conscious of it “F'rue holiness ix ever humble, that which s boust-
ful and which draws attention to itself, ike tho brauty that i< selt-
comsions, is self-maried and self-murderad.  You are far closer to
the throne of God, aye and to the heart of God, when you sincerely
call yourself the chief of ssnners than when you look on yonraelf ax
the chief of saints  St. Paul, chief of the apostles, acconuted himsel
of sinners the chidf.  As you grow like Chist you will grow in
|lllll'li“ty 3 pride in saiut or sinner is of Satan, humility is of
God,

Inereasiog lore. What is Mases' fivst act after beholding God's
glory ¥ * He fell down and worshipped ** and in_ bis worship he
again cricd to CGod for the people.  He takes u position now which
he had neve e assamed before,. He hwl eried to God at o fouper time,
“If Thou canst forgive  and if not blotm , 1 pray Thee, out of Thy
book "—there was fove. But now he risex higher, ¢ 0 Lord,* he
cried, ¢ let my Lowd go among ug, and pasdon one migquity and onr
sin,”  He identities himself with the people, he rvgnriis their sin as
his own, he assumes their guilt, as it we ¢, thongh in that goilt he
had no part,  Holiness never makes & man cenrotions  and
nariow, it never leads a wan to leave the prople and in a self-sati.-
tied sanctity to go asideinto pharisaical sepiration trom them.  On
the contrary it hills the lieart with w deeper love for the sinner, it
sends us down into the gutters to the abuadonad, not to lecture the
sinful on their debasement, but to take them by the hand and to sy
*¢ Come, we have sinned, but God cau pardon.” Increased holiness
mcaus increased love for mankind 5 as you grow in holiness you will
grow in likeness to Him who loved the lost and who in dying prayed
** Father, forgive them,™



