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HMODERN FLAX SPINNING.

BY H. R. CARTER.
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Another method, which, as far as the wnter 1s aware,
was intreduced by him on the Continent, consists 1in using
a specially Jarge hackle and leaving the droppings n it
until sufficient fiber has accumulated to form a piece,
when 1t should be worked free from tow and the resulting

pieces of “ shurts * made into a buneh and worked upon
the machine by themselves, thus mninmnzng the toss of
short fiber and ncreasing the yield of *hine” Upon the
Conuinent, flax, if roaghed at all, 1« often preced ont m
double preces, or say four per Ib, one piece anly being put
tn the holder of the madchine, stead ot two. This
method ot course lessens the tost of roughmg, but aidgle
pieces have many benefits, the chief of winch are as fol-
lows. (1) More justice can be given to the piece by the
rougher when he has only to drop and ~quare a small por
tion at a time, (2 the pieces when they reach the sorter
are more even 1n balk and weight, as in screwing the
double pu « e mto the h ider the machine Loy 1s apt not to
spht the pie « «venly wm half, (3 single pieces may be
made of more equal ;quabty throughout each piece, sincef
the rougher choose he can gather the dirty or otherwise
defective tibers into a piece by themselves, mstead of
allowing them to reman mived with the gond and thus
spotl the “sort.” [ say **may " and **chouse,” since very
few roughers wonld take the trouble to do 1t, mamtatmng
that 1t 1s the sorter s work to sort the las. T'ie separation
of the dirty or badiy scutched hbwer mto onc pree s of
great umportance when, as 1s now often dune, the flax s
“ spread 7 from the machine room ** tipple ™ without pass-
ing through the sorters hands. If the dirty flax be in
separate preces, the machine boys can be got to separate
i, thus mamtaining greater uniformity of quadity in the
“unsorted ' fiber. In Ireland the Roughers’ Society has
always fought agamnst ** double preces  and * priecing out,”
<ce these systems ental the employment of fewer hands
m the rovaghing shops. Daring the last few years a
toagiters strike having temporanly led some of the leading
Insh spinners to do without roughers, they found that
m dealing with fiber which hul recesved due care 1n the
prehnnnary processes toughing mght often be dispensed
with., Courtray, Flenush, and Dutch are, as a rule, sufh
ctently well handled, while Balti, besides hewng usually
pretty square 1n the end, 1s easily preced st In the latter
flax, the difference 1in value of the tow and line ey rdla
tively small, the shight foss 1 yield of unroughed pieces 1s
covered by the saving n roughers’ wages  So long as
Insh tlax, however, 1s prepare 1 for market in the present
careless fashion, 1t must recenve a certain amount of
straightening to facilitate sts separation inte precer, and to
save a large amount of valuable tlos from o nito taw
mn the hackhing madchine

Flax tiber 1s <eldum or never of equal quality from



