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ADMISSIONS TO THE UNIVERSAL POSTAL
UNION.

The United States of Colombia, having ceded in 1849
to the Panama Railrosd Company for a term of 99 years
the oxclusive right to transport mails across the isthmus
of Panama, at cortain rates fixed by that company, the
government of that country no longer posscsses complote
rovereignty in postal matters so far as isthinus transporta-
tions ara concerned. Consequently the United States of
Colombia has been admitted to the Union with the reser-
vation that special rates of transit of mails accross the
isthmus are to be applied in lieu of the Union territoriul

transit charges fixed by article 4 of the Couvention of!

Paris,

—

Table showing the countries and colonies which have
acceded to the Postal Union since the dutcof the Post-
masior-Goneral’s report for 1880, and the dates upen
which the said countries and colonies entered, or will
enter, the union.

Grenads. civeavecscccasssascesasss February 1,1881
stt Lucia....'.. 900640 0000000080000 Fcbmary 1’1881
Toh OCQOOQ....OOOOOQQO L R NN N NN ) Fcbrn&ryl’lssl
Turk’s Islands......coveeeaeeces s .. February 1,1881
Chili, Ropublic of. . coveeecceeasiecase. s April 1,18681
Hayti, Republicof ..ccoeovvaereeecess. Julyl, 1881
TParagusy, Republicof.......c.c000eee.. July1,1881
Colombia, United States of..veceueenss.. July 1,1881
Guatemala, Republic of..c.0eeeee. ... August1,1881
B‘rb.dm............. cessescare Sep'.zmbor 1,1881
s‘o Vincent 20 0°000¢ 2000%0000000 e Sep“ml”r 1‘1881
Hawaiian Islends...ocoieeveeene. .o January 1, 1882
Niung“., mpu‘)lic 0(- [IF X R X RN deds e Ma’ 1’ 18b2

ILLUMINATED LETTER-BOXES.

It has beon suggested, and we highly approve the idoa,
that the lioles or slits in the street letter-boxes bo sur-
rounded with & line of luminous paint. This paint costs
little more than ordinary paint. It will be a great con-
veunience at night to all—especially strangers—who wish
to depoeit their letters in the boxes. No matter how dark
or how stormy tho night, theslit into which the lettors are
to be put wiil be as clexrly distinguished as at noon of a

leasant day. Exposure to storms will not injure its

uminous powers more that is ordinary paint injured.
This is a cheap reform that the Post Offico authorities
would do well to consider.

WEIGHT OF U. S. POSTAL MATTER.
In the year ending June 30th, 1881 there were sent
from the United States to foreigi: countries through the
mails the following weights of matter :—

Letters Ps etc,
e Pl
To Euro 285,76 1,104,217,706
To o t.be?.eountries 5,765,536 +104,217,7
sud coloniesin the 23,540,352 175,216,140
Union o’
gt nll stnd  aetg
Totals | 309,175,218| 1,279,433,846
’

U. 8. MONEY ORDERS.

The following table wiil give an idoa of the extent and
importance of the Money Order business transacted by
the Post ()ffices in the United States in tho year onding
June 80th, 1881 :—.
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THE REDUCTION OF LETTER POSTAGE.
from three to two cents will be possible within three
yoars. I believo this rcduction could be accomplished
without the proportionate diminution of receipts which
followed the adoption of three-cent postuge in 1851, The
poople have shown their appreciation of cheap postage.
The iutroduction ef the postal card, instead of diminish-
ing the reccipts, hias on the whole largely increased them.
Two cent postags would, I believe, after one or two yoars’
trial produee the rame result. It is my deliberate judye-
ment that two-cent postage i3 feasib'e in the near futuve.

fourth class matter had to be increased. ‘The great mass
of the people are interested it: cheap latter postage. The
proportion of those benefited by the unremunerative
rates on third and fourth class matter is comparatively
small. Moreover the peoplc who are benefited could
aford to pay more liberally for the advantages extended
to them. The buik and weight of third and fourth class
matter adds so largely to the cost of transporting the
mails that all the profit realized from letter postage is
thereby absorved. If these classes of matter contribnted
proportiorately, two-cent postage would at once be assur-
ed. It the government is tu be & common carrier, ought
it to be compelled to lose monoy thereby? Ought the
many who are interesied in cheap letter postage be taxed
for the benefit uf the few who are concerzed for low rates

on third and tourth class mattor ?
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I would favor it even if the rates of postage on third and -
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