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Tun vi...Acv os: trustilîg iu fire ctuusiî
#eqniipuit iii sunall towns to reduce the fire hiazarui
inatcrially bans rccently been illustratcd at St. Marys,
Ontario. Fire broke out in the basemcuit of thec Kniox
l'resbyterian chiurcli recenitly. and althongli the town
posssed steailn and lbaud enigiles, whicli -%vere Cnlled
ont, thle building bnnîced up couipletely wiîonit a drop
a %watcr bciîîg thiroivi. Vie englunes liad been practi-
cally iiîucared, for, ami werc out oforder ; the ni ---
ien knew littie abolit thieir inasipulation ; and, whiîc
brouglit into service, the machines refused to work. The
'fire departilieut.' oit the stresigtli of '«hicl, Onlub-

less. the insuratice companies liad rcdtice( rates, -)r at
Ieast lied becu Urgently inîportunled bo (10 . -- wns
rtally as usclcss for fire extingîîishing purposes as a
brass band. Fire siîgiiîes and water supply are desir-
able possessions fora ay towîi ; but iu orckr to be of ulse
inist liot ouly be kept iu order for instant service, but
thie nîcu wlîo liandie thc appa.r.itil iiiiust bc kept
fmîiiilar with its uise by frequent drill-whicb, too ofiesi,
they are flot.

So,%il StGG?.TINsW1RI. rcciitlv mîillc b) a fied
liat to the New York Co>,zmod;-cal Bu//lt, whicli are
wortli thiiuking abouit, for two or tlircc reasons, iu lire
îinstrancc circles. Bc snggests the doing away witlî
ail local boards, and iu thir place to have a cnîinussion
conîposed of thirce cotupetent ulnderwritcrs, iii echd
State, wliîo shial not bi l any way ofllcially couueitctedl
will ny colupany or State organization. This coin-

* mission is to be employed by the couipausies ouly for
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tlit pilrpos-e of nmanking and pritilg a nuandatory tariff
for ail risks il, tuie State. Mi writer gocs ois to, say
tliat ''tliis luatîner of 1procLediing would deféat sncbi
law.s agaist compacts and boards as arc at present in
existence ini sonie Sa s'besides, as lic thinks,
itîcreasilig flic incoine of flic coinipanies by at lcast
twcuty-five per cent. The saving of present expenise
lu nainitaiuling State -.sd local brsrating Commînit.
tees, etc., is also, urgcd iu favor of flic plan. As hcerc
statcd, içe (Io flot helieve sncli a plan to be cithier
desirable or practicable ; but iii tîxis day of legisiation
agaiîîst alUeged " comtbines, '' the fitîdaînetîtal idea of
the plats iili do to, tliîîk over.

UNQu~sTONAn.vLONGcRn>rin fire insuratice is
an evii. Evcryhody knows wbyv it i an evil. Officers
and managers of c îpîisagre that it ouglît nlot ta
continue. W~elI, tlî.!îî, wIiv doesit continiue? Iftlheconi-
paines; agrec so readily thant the practice is a bad one,
wliy caîi't tlîeyagrec as readilyv to reforin flhc pr-actice?
H-Iec is wliat a promissenît New Vork underwritcr,
whoste coiuîpaniy doers not give long credits, said abolit it
the othier day ' Trhcrc is liardlv a day upois îvhici

1 wce do inot reccdve au application froni some agent
of ours, wlio also reprcscits soîie ciglit or tels othier
conipaiiics, sa-yiug that lie would l ike to tuiakeý arrange.
nîctîts wvitli lis for lonîger credit, as lie cati slow oîily
gis-c ls sncli risks as cau be collecteci for prouîpU1y.
lit holds forth a glittering prospect of the business lie
coulul give, and reuinids ils- tînit certain othier colis-
pallies aflow lîlîti a1 long lie ilu whiclî ta setule bis
ilnonluly balances." It is the "glitterinig pro.ipect
for cularged volumie of risks wliicli catches tlue '~î
othier coiipamis.'' aîd tliey contrai flie getîcral prac-
tice, pcrpentiug wvhile they cotidenins it. Less, volume
of uins andI more volume of cash would niake
better balance shects aIl arounid.

IT IS VD T tblat a ncew cra in life assuranc in
Great I3ritiui lias dawilcd, whicli mîarks thic begiuiig
of more progressive plans arin. îeîhîods. Gridually
thc nuaiagers of bhe varions cuînpaîîics hlave rcaclîcd,Ithe coticInqioîî that old icthods are flot îîecessarily th

Ibest, siuîply because thicy arc aid, aud tbat life assur-
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