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aiîcc of liquor, aîîd tlius vastly imiprovcd ini appearaiice.
He %v'as takcîî to a sccnd liali(l clothlîig store, .111(
enicrgcd well cla(h. He îîext %venît to a barber sio>,
aîîd wlicîî lic pre.istît.ed lîituislf before the doctor lie
tvas to ail appearalice a fit risk for -aiiy, comipatiy,. After
tîje extiîîiiiiatioii lie was j'ivell twity dollars, witl
whici, as iiuighit lie exîîecwcl, lie %vent on ant awful
spree. It was reporied nt the tiaie, riglitly or %vroiîgly,
tlîat iii soute of thec cases ritau iv)t1iate(l by tlîis riig
earte b/anche %vis giveai tlie lives assîrecl to gou aIl tlie
liquor tlîcy dcsired at certaini saloouîs, tlîe assignîcs
agrciig to pI.y their scores. it is conîiforting to 1,îîoW
that tliesc fraudls dic i îot sîîcceed, andc tlîat thie conspira-
tors madle little or îio p.ofit i.n thevir pruce:-, lîgs>,
ahthîou!gb tlîey rail a grfe:t risk, of foriliiîg ail iitiîîîatc
acqualitanice witlî the initerior of %ic peîiitenitr.
Thec coînipallies ( .Vc it to thicuîîselves, to tlicir polie)-
lioiders, aîîd ho tlie public to eterîily statua*. out 11l
atteilîpts at crimeî of this, kiîid, axîd it is pleasîîîg t(
know thiat the3 ahmiost iiîvariablý succeud in doiiig su.

PUBLIC INDIFEM]ENCE ABOUT PIRE LOSSES.
'Ne are satisuicd thiat a tintxe Nvill conte, anid probably

before niany ycars hiave goxie by, %%,lieu thc disastrou«s
losses b>' lire )-car after year will conipel muire serious
consideratio:î by the îîi'tioîî at large thaii tlîey have
yet received. Iiidecd, wlîcii we say Ilmore sep ions con
sideriflon," we arc cloubtl if tlial is a correct ex-

prsil,for it iînplies that there is soute serions atten-
~ion pli ho these calaîniities-whicl is îlot vcry ap-

parenît. Tnle extcîît o! tlie animîal lire losses us
discumsed univcrsally arnogst ulîîdcrtritcrs, wvho hav'e
a businecss aîîd professional iuîterest iii îlîeuî. Tlîe
losses are dch>ated as iatters affectitig tlîe liîîaîîcial
affairs of the iuîsuraîîce comijpiies aîîd tlue repuitahioti
of uiffderwriters as those whio adjust the rahcs of pre-
îniunis cbarged to, cover risks. If the comipaflies flind
at the clo5e of ecd year tlucy have becîx paid Ii su!-
ficient ainouit iii preînitunxs ho reiniburse tlieni for
losses, ho pay expeises, and ho provide a dividcuid, tbc
exteaut o! those losses is a nuatter of subordiiîate iîîtcrest.
It is oîîly wlbcii tlue losses have shiot over the mîark
calculated upoîî, su far as to hrespass 111)01 the ex penses
and divideuîd fuilds, tlîat thîcy bLeýonie scriotisly iian.
portant to insuraîxce couupaîîies, and it isouily thierefore
wvhen thîis unfortunite exccss o! losses over inconie oc-
curs Oinat serions coiisideratiouî is giveul to tlîeiîî by those
etîgaged iii undervritiiîg. It is iîdeccl aiiaziiig tlîat,
outside insurance circles, the public nt large sceeux so
inidifferenît to this terrible source of fiîîalîcial trouble.
If those lusses did îlot occur, and tlîe goveraîîîîeîît pro-
posed to tax the people ho tîxe aiiioutit of oiiC year s
lire losses, ho raise revenue for soune vast national wvork
of supreane inîportaîîce-such, for inistanîce, as would be
the enlargeunent o! our canais frotil tlîe West to this
port-thcre ivould je a discussion o! tlîe proposaI at
once started that %vould rouse the Nvliole people o!
every class to great excitenieait, whîicli would be kept
up for years. But, year by year the people impose a,
tax on thenîselves, by heedlessuess, by indifference, by
downlright stupidity, which if inxiposed by the govern-
nient thcy ivould consider an tiibcarably oppressive
burdeuî. rhis indifferenîce inaiiily arises fron the in-
cidence of the burthen, falliîîg 50 irreguharhy, as is
thtouglit, and ivith su inucli ulicertaitity thant people
look on tbe blows of tlîe ire ieîîd as happening ii as
incalculable a way as lie strokes of the evii powers
that bring diseases auîd death. If evMr bouse, every
year, were afflicted. by a lire owiiîg ho the very saine
causes as now mrate lires, there wtvold lie a pubhic
niovenîcuit to establishi such refornis as tvould to soute
extelît rehieve tute peophe froni tlîis anial curseL. But
Nvhen ih is a case of only one or two fires bo a street, or

a dozen or so to a ward, yearly. those wlio saegive
tic calauîities of tlicir Inigbrn t "Seulleo the
say, Illie is isiîsred," anî tlierefore tlicrc is 110 eal for
synipathy or cotîccrti. Let auy house, howce'cr, or
store, have the exvperîepire of a lire, the occupant thenl
discovers tliat i0 iiistiriicc policy is big ciiotigli to
cover the liole wliich tîxat fire lias imade iii his bank
accouit. If Ibis troubles riome Min tu tlîink the ques-
tioli over, such a sufferer iay very soon findA evidence
cinougli to coîlvitice the inost sceptical tlb".t the burtiiesi
of lire losses dues liot fall exclusively uipoi tue direct
victii or the ilisuraîice coiipanies, but titat they put
a tay, (11 the wvhole coîulluity.

he very large cost of our Fire Depaýrtiintiit is otie
itein %%hicli proves this ; anotiier i the lact tlîat every
teniant pays more relit îlîaî lie would if ilicre wvere nu
such risksit! lire losses as niov exist ; aucother is iliat
every lire lesseais !iie area of taxationa for al tine, wtîîcl
lias to be mîade uip by iîîcrease1 levies 0on otiier parts;
aimother is that su, inticli capital lias becai destroyed,
by wl-icli tht balance îdlt hats been iadu .îorc co!Stty
to tliose nccdiîig its le.Ili the last eigliteeiî ycars
about two tlaousaiid mîillionx dullars worth of
1)roperty wcre destroyed 0o1 this conitinenîtby lire. WVill
aîîy ratioal person aftiriin that su ctiortitous a clearing
away by absolute extiîiguisliiiiiît of this prodigious
niîas., ofstored wealth lias liai 110 effect 011 tlîe public
fili'iîces ? Caîî stncb a sii liave literally golie lup in
stiioke withîout abstractiug fuuids that were iieedcd for
sustaîîiiîg the citerprises of tle people? Thicarnott
is rictîîally larger thaî the suan dlue to depositors by
the wliole of thc baîîks of thîis conîtinient. Cati that
stun have disappcared w~ithouit inakiîîg inoney dearer?

It lias beeta reccîîtly showîî iii a paper rend at
Chxicago by Mfr. WVebster, editor of the z'ew- York
Chronire, thiat the anmal lire loss àtn the States is
ecjual to the cost of ail the public scixools in the
couîitry. It contes %vell tip to the ainouîît of,ýustomns
clutics iixposed yearly. The losses by defective flues
alozie would pay for free tickets for a mnillionî persons
to e \Vorld's Fair. Tlîe value of dwelliaîg houmes
destroycd last year was colisiderably over 2o millions
of dollars iii the U S. aîîd tlîis counîtry. Flow illuch
miore %vas lost tlîat calînot be figured iii înoîey, tiiose
well know wh'ose dwelliligs have beeii destroyed.
lItuidrels of hives are yearhy sacriflctd by direct menuîs
atid by illaiesses tlîat follow froîn frightaîicl Idistress. Is
îlot public apatliy 011 this îîîatter thien, as we have said,
auiîaziîîg ? li iinaiy towaîs Miben a few extra robberies
liave takeix place iii theuti, îîîcetiîîgs have beeri called
to orgaîuize v'igilance conînuittees iii order to repress
sucli outrages. If the public cotild be equally roused
over dangers froiîî visits froin "lie lire flend aîîd !is
comfederates, that eneiny tg pro,, .±rty luiglît be curtailled
iii power aiid soute of lits allies destroycd. If the
builder of a cliiînîiey tlîat catised a lire frontî bad work,
or bad designî, wvere mîade to pay a cotîsiderable pier-
centage of the loss, there wvould be ant end ut once put
to defective lire flues aîîd tîxcir 5 miillionis a year of
lusses.

Were proven carelessiîess, that led ho a fire, mîade an
offeixce puîîishabî± 1y a fille proportioned Io the loss so
caused, as in Franice, the axnmal lire loss would drop a
large percentage. If wareliouses were conipel1".d to
have iiighit wvatchînen, aîîd ail buildinîgs with a îîuiber
of tenlants tu be IlloroughlY inspected bY ail exliert at
eacli renewal of the risk, there would be lewer disasters
iii such places.

But our objcct iîow is ilot to suggest sucli refornis,
but tu invite public attention to te sUbject of lire
losses as a vcry grave elenienit in tlîe limuamcial affairs
of the country, as coiistihutilg oIie of tle sources front
which iîîaîcial troubles arise, wlîich thie public îîîiglit
avert to a large extent wvere they so inclitied.


