
butcher. Now, 1 will admit that our sales are flot materially

diminishied by having somîany outsiders ini our line. But where

bo mnany carry the same goeds in a town, it spoils our profits.

I think in the long run if the jobbers confined theniselves to

the regular dealers in this towvn they would seil just as nmucb in

the end, and tue n'erc fact that these gentlemen have a fcw

dollars to spare is ireason why they should be induced to put

ut in the jewelry businessý If things continue that way much

longer everybody %ii! be in the watch business and there will

be no customers to sel! to. Now you say to let this state of

affairs work ils own cure, but reniember that while it ks curing

heeside s1unu dealers, it ks killing the regular jewelers. 'ro
have to comipete with men wbo know literally noîhing about the

goods they are handling is the meanest opposition a person cari

have. 1 think that the real cause of trouble lies in the fact that
there are aliogetbex l00 many engaged in the wholesale Iewelry

businebs, and not beîng able to find an outlet for their goods to

the trade, tbey induce others to go into the lîne. I perfectly

a.-ree ivith the plan adopted by St. Lawvrcnc, and I have always

made il a business principle ta qluit dealing with any firmi that

svere too slow to find sale foi their goods witbout sellîng them

tn druggists, general merchants and others, who in turn were

willing to dispose of theni on two year creduts, and to receive

in exchange for tbern potatoes, pork, feathers, butter, eggs (not

(w4z\) calfskins, and 'ariùus uther Lommodities whîch they

are accustoni& I te recve in Ia)mTent ut general incrchandise.
L.et every jeweler refuse to dcal iih firms who have no more
regard for bis welfare than to I.,Id up evcry man who is willing

in huy bis goods, and b> the cuncertcd action of ever% jeweler

in this Dominion the trade may be confined te its pioper
sphere.

ITtenham, l>ec. 13, 1889. J.H. COCHîîs;.

A SUGGESTION.

,ZEditor TRADEFR- -Sir:

4 sundoubtedly casier to break down than to build
7up. and ihile I may not be able at present to

suggcst a more reliahle means of dcîding the
Squestion I Who is aretail watcbmaker ?"Icannot

but foresce trouble in your suggestion of testing
a denler*s ehigibility by the fact of bis stock of
jewelry and silverware being commeuisurate with

tbe total volume of bis trade. A travetier who, for sonie reason
-and flot unlikely a good one--fails te open up an accounit in
a town iih thc regular dealers, and having the power in bis
own hands of judging whethcr a certain storekeeces kindred
stock ks large enough to sel] him a bill of wvatches, will in 99
cases out of 100 take a view not unfavorable te his own
intercsts. Merely by way of suggestion, 1 would ask if il %vouldi
bc toc cumbersorne an undcrtaking for a board composed of
jobbers and retailers 10 pass upon ever riame before it be
placed upon tbe retailers list, and that no jobber be allowed-
under penalty of suspension-to deliver goods te, any dealer
wbose namne has not been so passed upon.

Toronto, i 2th Dec.H.KS.EMIG

WHAT SHALL WE DO WITH THE BOTCH?

EPdito,-r RADE)R -Sir:

i'Lu'~OUR reniarks re «'l.cgitiimate 'l*r.de," ini leceînber
_Ue number of'rRAD-.R, seeni to mc vcry fair, and

should do good; but, although the above isa

te ver>' vexed question among the craft, it seemis to

Ile there are questions of mucli more importance
to be considered, and among thci ive would say

none of more imnportance than the old one,
WVhat shall w-e do with the botch ?» We bave been 21 years

at thc bench, and the longer our experience the more %ve are

convinced that the men who take a pride in their work should

inove in this niatter.
The immediate cause of my writing this -article is the sighit

of a ivatch that I had Icît me a few days ago fer repairs. It is

an English lever, and bears eidence of a terrible struggle Nvitlî

some fiend styling himself a matchmaker. 'Flic watch had

evidently lost its chain books, and the repairer (?) citber had

no hooks, could flot make them, or if having them, could not

put themn on chair The way that lie got out of the difficulty
will seem incredulous to înan, but the writer neyer wrote a

truer Word. He actuaill suft soldercd the chain tu the fusce

and barrûl, culting a long tibl> gabh in the barrtl to sink the

cbain Of course the ma.in spring ib ruîned, Lesides the uther

mischief done.
Is it any wonder that we risc in indignation at sur h ivanton

destrurtion of proî.ert) > ',unie une says -Do good %work

yourse!lf, and you need fear no hotcb." We answer that,

unfortunately. %vîîh the nisses the botch bas as good a chance

to gather repairs; as the vwoîkman, and we could give many
teasons why he lias a hettcr. WVill quote but one in proof. A
wvatch is brought in Ilto bc cleaned only; " wearcr knows that

is ail. A good mani secs at once many defects or places whec

effective work could bc donc and says so,.I 'Oh! you want to

make a job out of me," 15 his answer. WVatch is taken out, and

to a botch. "Ves. wve wvill clean it for you; cost you

IAil righr" Nc*edless to sa% srhat the cust'mer thinkb of tlue

man first consuited- I grant you therc are cases where the

good %vorkman eventuaill gets the vwork. back, but these are

compar2tively rare Cases.
Wh'at are the remedics ? Do the Horological Schoo!s, so

called, fili the bill? WVill thcy fill the country with good nien?

Ml'e believe that thcy are of service wbcrc a iran has been long

enough at the bench te know that bie does flot know every-

tbing ; but -many vrho know about enough to take a watch
apart will resort thither, and alter a fcw wccks will graduate,
and with a diploma over thecir bcnchcs te catch the eye of the

great unwashed, will botch, botch !
Legislation bas been spoken of. Wcll, why flot ? Certainly

the case is flot life, as with the medical profession, l>ut ivith

sucb wratchcs in our hands as wc have above referred te, don't
you think wc could move even the hearts of our legislators ?

Now, 'Mr. Editor, if you tbink, the subject is not worn, but

%will stand another rub, picase ask the crafi what they thbmk of

How to get rîd of the botch."
Vours sincerely,

Port Elgin, Dec. 13, 1839- ALEX. -MOFFA1-.
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