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spheeraphides

apheraphides, n. plu. a-nlf!1.dé: [Gr. sphaira, a

glo\x))o; rhaphis, a needle; vhaphidgs, of o ricedle], in
ot. globu{ar clusters of raphides, or globular aggre-
g-}mtions of minlite crystals, as found in phianerogamous
rlants.
! spherenchyma, n. sférdng’ktond [Gr. sphdaira, o
sphero or globe; erygchuma, the substance of organs, an
infusion—from en, in; ches, 1 Hom-]. in bot., vegetablo
tissue composed of spherical cells, .

sphmrosiderite, n. </&ré-sid’éy.it [Gr. sphaira, a
sphere 3 sidéros, iron), a term applied to grape-like or
kiduoy-shaped concretions of sparry carhonate of iron.

spherulites, n. plu. yc’rilits [Gr. aphaira, a
sphere; lithos, a stone], in geol, & cretaccous genus of
thick subeonical shells, having opercular-looking upper
valves; n vaviety of obsidian or pearl-stone, found in
small rounded grains. .

sphagn n &fdy‘nim [Gr. sphagnos, & kind of
moss), a kind of moss found in bogs: sphagnous, a.
£fify’nits, mossy; pert. to bog-moss called sphagnum,

sphalero ium, n. Salér-o-kar'pl-iom (Gr. phal-
¢ros, unsteady, faithless—from aphedis, 1 tvip ups kar-
pos, fruit), in bot., a small indehiscent, one-seeded fruit,
enclosed within a fleshy complex pericarp.

sphene, n. sfén [F. sphéne—from Gr._s{;hén, a wedge],
a mineral composed of silica, titanic acid, and lime.

sPhenocephalus, N, gfén’eeifld-lis [Gr. sph.én, a
wedyo s kephdld, the head), in anat., a malformation of
the head by which the upper part of the craninm takes
a wedge-like appearance.

sphenoid, a. ¥/é‘nd7d, also sphenoidal, a. &fé-noyd’
al [Gr. sphén, a wedge, sphénor, of a wedge; cidos,
likeness: F. sphénolide), wedgelike, as applied to a
bone of the skull, which wedges in and locks together
most of the other boa+s: sphenoid is often contracted
into spheno, 2fé'nd, au.d significs, belonging both to the
sphenoid bone and to the parvt indicated by the other
constituent of the compound, as spheno-maxillary.

gphere, n. sfer [F. sphére—from L. sphera; Gr.
s{)haira, a ball, a globe : comp. Gacl. speunr, the sky),
the vast concave or expanse of the heavens; a globe;
a cclestial orb; a circle; any round solid body; em.
[{loyment; rank ; circuit of action ; knowledge or in-
fluence : v. in OF., to place in a gphere; to form into
roundness ; spherical, a. sférfkil, round; globular;
relating to a sphere: spherically, ad, -If: spher'ical-
ness, n. -n%s, also sphericity, n. sf&rls’Itf, state or
quality of being round ; roundness : sphericle, n. &/ér!
.11, also spheruls, n. afér’iil, a little sphere: spheriics,
n. plu. -Iks, the doctring of the properties of the sphere
as ‘a geometrical body, in relation “to the different cir-
cles, fines, angles, &c., which may be described on its
surfaco: sphery, a. 8fé'rl, in OL., spherical; round ;
belonging to the spheres: spherical angle, in #riy., an
angle formed by the intersection of two great circles
on the surface of a z;plﬂxcre orspheroid: spherical geom-
otry, that branch of geometry that treats of spherical
bodies and their various properties : spherical trigon-
ometry, that branch of trigonometry which treats of
spherical angles and triangles : music of the s{)herel.
in the anc, astron., the music supposed to result from
the motions of the spheres.—Sy¥. of ‘sphere n.’: globe;
g]obli:(!; orb; %all. e o [ i )

sphero, n, 8f&lGgr r. fphaira, a sphere;
gmpha, Igrwax"?tc, an instr, designed for the practical
application of spherics to navigation. .

spheroid, n. &/&r-5d’ (Gr. sphaira, a sphere; cidos,
resemblance], a round lmd( or figure not perfectly
spherical ; a solid gencrated by the revolution of an
cllipse about one ol its axes: sphkeroid-1, a. af¥r-oyd’
al, having the form of a sphicroid : spheroidially, ad.

-lt; spheroidicity, n. -0%-dis’i-ti, state or quality of |

being spheroidal : oblate spheroid-—sce under oblate 1.
spherometer, n. 3/r-0m'&.tér(Gr. sphaira, a sphere;
metron, & measure], an instr, for measuring with great

969 spicula

precision tho thickness of small bodies, the curvature
of optical glasses, &c.

spherosiderite—sco spharosiderite.

spherulites—seo sphswrulites.

sphincter, n. &#iykitér [Gr. sphingktér, that binds
tightly or contracts—from sphinggs, I bind tight), in
anat,, & muscle that contracts or shuts an oritice or
opening which it surrounds,

sohinx, n. #ftnghs [L. sphinx; Gr. sphingx, tle
sphiny, the throttler—from Gr. sphingys, 1 bind tight),
a fabulous monster common to the anc, myth, of tho
Aryan, Grecian, and Egyptiun nations, the se-called
Egyptian sphinx being rcvrcscntcd as & winged lion
with a human head and bust, always in a couchant
attitude, the Greck sphinx being represented in any
attitude which might suit the fancy of the poet; a
fabulous creature Jocated near Thebes that was said to
propose riddles to travellers, and tear to picces those
who could not solve them, usually represented as hav-
ing the winged body of a lion and the face and breast
of a young woman; hence, one who talks in cnigimas;
tie generic name of the hawk.moths, so called because
the attitude of the caterpillar resembles thut of the
Egyptian sphinx,

gphragistics, n. afrd«jis’ttks [Gr. sphragis'tikos, of or
for sealing—from sphragis, a scal), the science of seals,
their history, peculiaritics, and distinctions, in rclation
to documents,

8 hri%osis, n, f{rl-y&-sls [Gr. sphrigas, I am vigor-
ous), in bet., the discase of over-rankness, either cone
stitutional or the effect of abundant nutriment, from
which muny members of the vegetable kingdom suffer.

sphygmic, a. 8ffg‘mik [Gr. sphugmos, the pulse], of
or pert. to the pulse : sphyg’'mograph, n. -md-grdf [Gr.
graphs, I deseribe], a contrivance. for indicating the
character of the pulse: sphyg'mograph'ic, a. -gr@s ik,
connccted with or relating to a sphygmograph : sphyg-
mometer, n. afly-mom’étér [Gr. metron, a measure], an
jnstrument for rendering visible arterial pulsations, or
for counting them ; a sphygmograph.

spial, n. spi‘di [see spy), in OF., a spy; a scout.

gpicate, a. spi‘kat [L. spicatue, furnished with spikes
—from spice, an ear of corn, a spike], in dot., having
the form of a spike or ear of corn ; arranged in a spilke.

spice, n. spis [F. épices; It. spezie, spices: OF. espice,
spice—from L. speclés, a kind: in mid. L. speclés, o
spice, druo%], an aromatic vegetable substance for sca-
soning food ; a thing that imparts pungency or flavour
to food ; asmall quantity giving a flavour to a greater:
v. to scason or flavour with spice; to render agrecable
to the palate; to tincturc: spi'cing, imp.: spiced, {; .
aplst : adj. seasoned with spice; having an agrecable
taste or flavour: spi'cer, n. -sér, one who deals in spice:
api'cery, n. -f, fragrant and aromatic substances used in
scasoning food : spicy, a. spl'sf, fragrant; aromatic;
smart; racy ; showy ; piquant; pungent : spi'clly, ad.
-sl-{t: spi'ciness, n. -n¥s, the state or quality of bein
spicy : spice-nut, small round pieces of ginger-brea
spiced ;: spice-wood, the wild allspice.

spick and span, a. spik, spdan [Eng, spike, aud Icel.
spann; Ger. span, a ctip, a splinter), bright as a
spike just made, and a chip just split; bright; quite
new.

spicula, n. spirkit-l& L. spiciilum, a little sharp point,
a dart—dim. of apica, spicum, a spike, an car of corn},
in dot., a littlo spike: spi'cular, a. -fr, resembling a
dart or spike; having sharp points: spi‘culate, a. -lat,
in bot., covered with fine-point2d appendages ; having
a sgike composed of several amaller spikes : spi'cule,
u. -Xil, a minute slender granule or point: spi'culum,
n, -Li-liim, spicula, n. plu. -, in surg., a small-
pointed piece of bone or other hard matter; in =ool,,
a term applied to minute siliccous or calcarcous par-
ticles, generally needle-shaped, which are embedded in
the tissues of sponges and certain other animals.

c6tv, boyy, fout; piire, bid; chair, game, jog, shun, thing, there, z¢al.



