fithout believers in Christ, ealled

hrist upon earth. And therefore
e church by its initial constitu-
jon and in the very idea of its
king is a Missionary institution,
gmposed of the scattered company
pthe people of God, and with the
w of self perpetuation imposed
ppont it, existing for the very pur-
hose of extending itself, and bring-
e the nations into its living union.
for this reason when our Lord
funded his church on earth, it was
s at Pentecost, by the effusion of
he Holy Spirit upon all. For this
wson, when he ascended, the great
tomise, made not for immediate
msoiation so much as for future
midance, was that the Holy Spirit
piould be given continuously unto
he end. For this reason he sketch-
el to his disciples the future con-
ists anc persecutions his people
dould meet with in the world, all
of which should issue in the glori-
ous triumph of his kingdom in his
fecond Coming. For the same
ason when he commissioned his
Apostles, it was with the express
ommand, “Go into all the world
md preach my gospel to every
meatures” And to this idea of the
(hurch asa Missionary organization
the Book of Acts remarkably cor-
sponds ; for, amidst all vieissi-
des of persecution and internal
trruption, thefundamental thought
of the book is growth. Three
housand at Pentecost, five thou-
mnd later, among people and
ests, in spite ot persecution and
ause of persecution, in epite of
ypocritical members and of inter-
dissensions and because of
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overcoming these, it continued to

i of every kindred and people grow. From Jerusalem to Samaria
nder heaven, there is no church of to Cyprus, and to Antioch; from

Antioch to Pamphylia and Pisid?a,
to Galatia and Phrygia, to Philippi,
Thessalonica, Athens, and Corinth;
to Ephesus, Colossae and Laodicea,
until from Jerusalen round about
unto Illyricum there was no sprce
left, and the ecircle must wi :n
westward to Rome also. In the
first instance, in the nature of the
case, the process must begin in
Palestine, and among Jews. It was
only the more efficient because the
church at first failed to understand
the universal scope of her mission,
and concentrated her energies upon
the field within her reach; yet the
Spirit within her could not long be
thus confined. It burst the barriers
of the ritual, and spread on every
sidle and by every opportunity,
without waiting for Apostles either
tolead or to point the way. Apos-
tles themselves regarded with won-
der the expansive force of the gos-
pel which they were comniissioned
to teach,and learned by the effect
of the Spirit in the church as well
as by the revelation of the Spirit
within them, the purpose of God
toward the world. It follows,
therefore, that in whatever degree
the church fails to appreciate her
duty to the world, and to neglect the
means of this growth, she vitiates
the idea of her being, and dwarfs -
and despiritualizés her " life. It
follows that these notions of ouzs of
churches restricted nationally, or
by denominations, and these dis-
tincticns between the church and
her  missionary  agencies,—as
though the life were in the home
organization, and only the far



