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very moment when he was singine it,
was not traly a childof Gon?  Whence
came that pathetie undertone that trem-
bles bencath <ome of Patvi’s richest
autohiographic passages, if not from the
oceasional distress that comes over every
thoughitful man a< he hecomes inereas-
ingly conseious of the distance hetween
him aud his ideal >—or < Lie hears, now
fainter and now more distinet, like the
roar of the surge upon the hore, the un-
ceasing sound of the sins and =ufferings
of mankind®  Whence. again, that ~ooth-
ing utterance of PETHR. as he says to
hisfrends, * Though now for a ~cason,
if need be, ye are in heavines” it not

from his own experience of the effect of

suffering on a sensitive and ardent na-
ture ¥

Thus it is not onlyv uncharitable but
untrue to say that despondency must be
always traced to 2in; and he who unteel-
ingly alleges that it a ~oul be in =adness
it hias never heen really renewed, may
yet be led to revise his theory of the
Chri-tian life, as he passes throngh <ome
valley of ~hadow, or lies in ~ome dwk
Geth=emane, -obbing cut the cry, * Fat-
her, it iv be posible, let this cap pass
from me ; nevertheless nat as T will, but
az Thon wilt.”  Immense harm has heen
done sometimes to a timid, shrinking,
yet conseientions spirit. by sueh thought-
less ad unsympathetic utterances; <o
let it stand out clear and distinet before
you 1his morning, as the first inference
we deaw from this text, that a man may
be a sincere, carnest, and devout follower
of the Lorn Jests, and yet “be walk-
ing in darknes-.”

But while hix despondency furnizhes
no valid reasen for calling the genuine-
ness of his religion in question, it is very
far from being a comfortable thing in it-
gelf. It is not a state of mind in which
any one desires to remain. And he
should be encouraged to get out of it as
quickly us possible.  For it puts every-
thing about him into shadow. Tt sets all
his songs to a miror key. It gives to all
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his prayers a wailing pathos. Tt taks
away much of his buoyancy and elasiivy
for work.  And it stamps his counten
ance with a settled melancholy, whid
gives to those around him a disagreeall
impression as to the results of servipe
Gon. It i+, therefore, in every wap
desirable, both for his own happins
and for the @oo.. of others, that he shoui
be brought out of the darkness into the
light.

Now. it may contribute to the produe
tion of that result if I turn your thougl,
for a little to the causes out of whid
despondency may spring, and to the cour
sels which in this text are given *o thot
who are suffering from it.

Adverting, then, to the cavses of ~pin
tual despondency, I mention first, that
wty sprinsg from wetural temperamest
However we may account for it, whetha
on the principle of hereditory transmi-
sion, or on that of special characteristic
being given directly by Gon to even
man, it is the fact, that each of us iz bom
with a certain predisposition to joy o
sadness, 16 irascibility or patience,
quickness of action or deliberateness o
conduet, which we call temperament
And it is also true, that while conversin
may Christianize that temperament, i
does not change it.  The sanguine mas
does not become after conversion a mel
ancholy man.  But then, on the other
hand, the man of melanckoly tempers
ment is not made over into the sanguine
when he comes to Carist. The Lown
takes men as they are, and works inand
through their very idiosyncrasies, so &
to produce in His Church that unity it
variety which is the charm of the physt
cal universe. ‘

Now, there are some men to whom
Christianity altogether apart, it comess
natural to be joyful as it docs to the lak
to sing its morning exrol as it mounts it
to mid-heaven. And there are others
alas! whose dizposition inclines them a
ways to Jook on the darker side of things
In the former case there is no merit #



