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It was therefore essentiai, in order toi maintain Canadian
autonomy, when our troops %vent overseas, to take the position

*thât they were Canadian Militia and not a part of the regular
forces bound to serve ini any part of the wvorld, wherever sent by
Irnperial authoriy.L4'

It was dificuit to convince the War Office that the Militia
order which lias been referred te, and which, was neyer revoked,
was itra vires of the Headquarters which, published it in Augist,
1914, and it took several years to do it.

We,. 74 of the Militia Act is in part as followvs.
"The Anrny Act for the tirne being in force in the United

Kingdorn, the King's Regulations, and ail other laws applicable
te Ris Majesty's troops in C'gnada and not inconsistent with
this Act or the regulations made thereunder shall have force and

* effect as if they had been cnacted by the Parliament of Canada
for the governxnent of the Militia."

By rmaison of this provision of the MNiilitia Act, aided by sec.
177 of the Army Act, which enabled Canadians te take their own
law overseas, it was open to themi te administer discipline and te
control the rachinerv by which. it wasj enforced, or te subznit to
the juriediction of the disciplinary powers exercised by the Ariny

î, :î,Council, as will be presently explaincd. Wisely the latter course
was adopted, and the Canadinius have neyer hiad cause t'O regret
the confidence fully and iniplicitly placed ini the Iinperial author;ties
ini regard te the enforcement of discipline.

The situation maiy bc shortly explained as folio ws:
By sec. 102 of the Ariny Act provision is made for the issue of

warrants by Ris M-ajesty to His General Officers giving authority
te convene general courts martial, and district courts martial.

Such warrants btting issued under the Arrmy Act, the pro-
ceedings takenl under thern are subject to the regulations and

Àli î rules of procedure therein provided, %Nicll ruake the Army Council
J and the Judge Advocate .eneral (Ixnperia) the final authoritie8

te pass upen the vralidity of such proceedinga and te, exercise the
powers of suspension, rernission, or commutation cf sentences
legally imposed, and te retain custedy of ai proceedings and
documents af ter trial.


