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actions te deciare marriages nuli and void on the ground of insanity,
duress, and of Intoxication at the time cf the cerernony (p).

BRITISII COLUMRIBA.--Iti November i 866, Vancouver Island
and the mnainland of British Columbia, which had theretofore been
two separate colonies, were -;niitdd, and an ordinance dated 6th of
Mfarch, t867, was passed by the Legisiature cf British Columnbia,
the new Coiony, which enacted that the civil andi crirninal laws cf
lingland, as the samne existed on the igth cf November, îS83, and
so far as the saine from local circumstances wvere not inapplicable,
wvere and shouid be in force in aIl parts cf British Columnbia, save
si- far as modified by legislation on the subject between 1858 and
186.7. Under L'his ordinance, jurisdiction te exercise ail the relief
and povers given under the English "Divorce and Matrimonial
Causes Act" (q), as amended by 21 & 22 Vict., C. ioS, lias beeni
clainied and exercised by the Supi-me Court, although net wvithout
dissent r . the part cf some Judges as te the right to CIO se (e-).
This lav was in existence at the time wvhen the Province cf British
Celumibia entered Confederatien in 1871.

Inasmuch as there are ne tribunals with power te clecree
divorces in the provinces cf Ontario, Quebec, Manitoba and the
North-West Territories, a divorce can oniy be obtained iii cach
case frein the Dominion Parliamerit by a legislative Act, irrespec-
tive cf the precedents or practice cf other tribunals, (s) originating
in the Senate, and requiring the concurrence cf the Commens ; ail
divorce bis are assented te ývith othei' bis by the Govern-il-
General at the close cf a sassion cf Parliamient (t). The Senate
acts in such cases net oniy in a quasi judiciai, but aise in a legis-
lative character.

Lt hias been said that "Parliament mnay, and ought always, te
have in regard, net mereiy the question as it affects the parties,
but the effect in relation te morais and good order-the effect
whichi the passing a partîcular laýv mnight have upen the wvel-being
cf the community"()

(0) Rohlin v. Roblin, 28 Gr. 439, and cases referred to by Gemmili on Divorce,
M3 39-40-

(q) 20 & 21 Vict,, c. 85 (1857); GemmU'il, P. 37-
(r) 32 Cari. Law Journal, p. 139, 319.

(s) Gemmili, p VI.

<t) Gemmnili, p. ji.
(u) P. 734, Senate Debates, 1888.


