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Brunswick, generally of mucli greater puriky Llîan the Anierican or
Germait earth, and it is also found to somne cexteiit in tbp province of
Quebec.

It is extensively uised for thie manufacture of wvater-glass or soluble
silica, andl fur the' coverings of boilers and steatu pipmes for whielîi pîmÎ'poSs,
owiia to iLs gyreztt noii.conduitctiv'e prprtis it is ('5 ial dat

.As a polishing pomwder it is also exteu.sivelv eum)ldoyed, anid for sonie,

years wvas an igr'edieuit iii the mnifaîcture of dynamtite, as an absor-
bent of tIhe nitro.glycerine wvhich entcrs into the manufactureu of this
explosive. For Liais pisi*pose, bowever, -wood-pulp lias now to at large extent

su1)erseded it. lut the lining of safes and for the protection of exposed

portions of buildings, it is also largely used, but it eau neyer compete

ýwitlî asbcstus% fibreL ini the pecuiliar processes to whiehi that 1" oduct is
210w applicdl.

Azinotmer inum.conductiing inaterial whichi enters ]argely iuitu conipe

tition, both w"jt asbesttus and iinlusoiia. earth, is thme substance knowin

as mIinezrai woui. This is ain entirely artitici-t preparation. and its

discovery 'vas doubtîras duie to tlie fact tlhat a souncwliat similar
substance occurs iii a state of nature in connectiou with certai volcanie
eruptions, more especially in those of the Sandwichi Islands, wliere the
slagrcry voicanic liqucfied niatter is acted upon hy blasts of air and blown.
ont into long silky fibres, whichi have received the nme of --Pelc's.
Hair." ieriwool, or slag Nvool, is foruxed artiticially in a soniewhat

siamilar w ay. viz., by subjecting a streani of mioltezi sIa~g froni a blast
furnace to :i jet of steain or comupressed air, hi' whichi incns the slag is.

broken tmp into inuite îarmicles, gene-dllv with a srnall fibrous cnd or

tail, whicli accumnulate as thiey fail and resomnble niasses of roughly

teased out cotton. Mir' solid particles whicl, forum the limeami of caria,

minuite atun are subsequently letched and the fumer fibres c4rried over

into a sepaar..de chiamber, when thley are r-ead(v for uise. This iuaterial.

possesses wonderfui proper tics as a noin-conductor of lit-at or soumad, bas.

great liglitmess, and is aisolutely lireproof. I t is cxtemmsively cnmploycd

as a nmaterial for coverimag hoilem-s, steam.ipilt:s, aind for liniimmg buildingsý

to render themui fire, sound atnd vernumai proof. While, timerefore. it

competes vîarv succuassfully ini iniany points wida .8lestus as a non1-
conducting siisr4ance, like imafusorial earth it bas not thme lroperty


