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Ice-bound and snow-covered, then, as those northern regions
are duri"ig the long winter, they yet offer to the observer a rich
field whcre nature reveals the living objects she bas placed there ;
and the opportunities to observe wbich the short milder season
affords, are many. It is primordially a place for a field-naturalist:
a place, moreovcr, where the mind is aroused to the urgent need
on the part of naturaliste (and ibis the more so on account of the
present siate of zoological knowledge> for dloser and deeper ob-
servations, whaîever the nature of their respective researches inay
happen to b.. In ibis connection, a few prcliminary remarks
may be in place, and are offered suggestive of wbat may be ex-
pected in an address wbich purports to deal with animal formns
many of which bave had little if aoy attention, and wbich are
made in order to show that as yet the work of a naturalist in the
Hudson Bay region and in the more northern and eastern loca-
tions, i8 that of a pioncer.

The mere closet naiuralast lacets the experience of the field
naturalist Were one. it is true, to confine himself to a laboratory
or a library, having litile desire to go oui of doors, were h. simply
to rcad popular works on natural bistory, or to pore over more
advanced zoological treatises, he mighi familiarise bis mind witb
general theories of classification, or witb outliaes of comparative
structure. In other words, a student of ibis sort might gain a
fairly accurate conception of the sub.kingdoms into which the
animal creation is divisible. But if be thus limited bis studie,
baving little ambition to walk even a mile (rom bis homea
in order to stroîl through the woods or along the banks of a
strcam, bis knowledge would b. curtailcd and inaccurate. On
the other hand, one who values the rccordcd researches of others,
and who, whilst sot dependent upon books, meade or refers to
tbem, knowing that ibey contain many corroborated facts con-
oemning the (ormes and habits of animais ; but wbo ai the samne
trne la independeut enougb ta follow living beinga to their haunts,
to lears at first band fromt themWeves, will fiud bis stock of
information accumulating and resting upon a murer basis.
Nevcrthcless, anc wbo camres on original researches will discover
bow hit, relatively, ho ksowis, sud the more d.eply b. pursues

ksoledge in the ralmà of saturai history, the more he wilt su,


