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NATURAL HISTORY.

THE PROTELUS.

“Among many animals, which for their
singularity have excited the attention of the
scientific world, there is none more inter-
esting than the proteus. ‘The order of natuge
§ \soften observed, appears to follow a series
B ¢ links, forming a chiain, which the zoologist
finds it convenient to divide ; and, indeed,
which resolves itself into natural sections,
but yet without any abruptaess, so that the
beings of one classor order, or fanily, blend
insensibly into those of another, rendering it
almost a matter of indifference where the
line of demarcation isdrawn. Asa forcibie
example of the opinion thus briefly stated,
B nothing can be move in point than rhe ani-
%4l whicn we now introduce to the notice
o our readers, an animal which constitutes
b alink between reptiles air-breathing crea-
* tures, furnished with true lengs, and fishes,
water-breathing creatuces, without lungs,
but furuished instead with gills os dronchiac
10 which apparatus the blood is submitted to
the action of oxygen, and undergoes the
§ changes essential to the maintenance of life.
B Now the proteus, strange to say, is furnish-
ed with both, the bronchize not indeed
being covered as in fiches, but expused and
' forming a beautiful pink coloured tuft on
each side of the head; noris the general
figure of the animal less intermediate, having
| much of the lizard in its general contour,
and much of the eel, to which itis very
R siilar in itsmovements.

. Th: place of its abode is also not a little
singular. The proteus is & subterranean
dweller ; to it light is useless; nay, it ap-
pears too high a stimulus for the very skiu
of the creature to bear with comfort ; heuce
it hasno eyes, buta small black dot, scarce-
1y to be discovered beneath the skin, indicat-

ing the situation of these organs, which here
are rudimentary at the lowest ebb, Itis
time, however, to be more explicit. At
Adelsberg, in the duchy of Carniola (kelong-
ing to Austrin), there 1s one of the most ro-
mantic and splendid caverns in Europe; it
is commonly known by the name of the
Giotto of the Maddolena,  The whole of
this part of the country cunsists of bold rochs,
and mountuins of limestone furmation, full
of sultarrancan caverns, cuntaimng lahes,
and vast reservoirs of water, hundreds of
feet bencath the surface, whence many
rivers take their secret origin, These sub-
terrancan waterscommunicate with and sup-
ply 2 small lakein the celebrated cavern we
bave alluded to; and itis in thislake, whee
no sunlight ever enters, enclosed by barriers
of piled up rucks, deep in the bowels of the
earth, that the proteus is found reposing on
the soft mud, precipiated by the flud, and
lining the rochy basin. This anunal has
been taken of varivus sizes, from the thack-
ness of a quill to that of the thumb; the
length of @ muderate sized individual is about
afout; the tail is cumpressed laterally, Like

that of an ecl, and is used in the same man-
ner in swituming. The head 15 elongated |

and depressed, the mouth is wade and fur-

BIOGRAPIIY.

ROBERT POLLOK.

Robert Pollok isone of those who, by the
mere efforts of his mind, burst forth all at
once, from an obscure original into the high-
est eminence. His name was not known,
as an author, tlll it was rendesed illustrious
by the publication of his puem.® This work
onwhich his well earned reputation almost
exclusively rests, furuishes the best dements
for an instructive and uscful biography. The
history of themtancy, growth, and maturi-
ty of his genius, 15 to oe gathered from his
poem. .

The poct was born at Nurth Muirhouse,
in the parish of Laglesham, about efeven
miles south east frum Glasgow, in October,
1798. e was the youngest sun of an in-
tdligent furmer, who sull resides in the
same place. By the care of his parents, he
received such an education as is common
thaut part of Scoutland among persons in theix
station of hfe.  After tlus, he was efaployed
to give what assstance he could in the
labours of bis fathier's farm, till his fourteenth
yeas, when he was sent to the village of
Laglesham to leain the bsiness of a carts
wright. Itis probable that the exertions

nished with numctous teeth, whence we | secussasy to this employment, accorded but
may conclude the animal to be carmvurous il with the views ef a youth of his imagi-

in 1ts propensities ; but what its foud truly

consists of, and buw it procuresit, are be-
yond conjecture. The limbs are small,
fecble, and almost useless ; the toes are

nativn, although it is not known that he
estimated lLis talents at a higher rate than
became lus humble hopes.  Butit is under-
stood that he was induced by the advice

minute, and, in number, three on each fout | and csample of bus elder Lruther, who was
before, and two behind,  The shin is quite | pursuing his studies with a view to the
smooth, and of a pale flesh colour , but when | holy miuistry, to abandon all thoughts of
the animal is removed from 1 native sitwa- | fullowing up his mechancal profession, and
tion, and expused -to light, it assumes a | to prepase fur the same sucred v ocation.

darher tint, approaching olive brown ; and
the branchial tufls become deeper.
light, hower e, is evidently distressing, and

The |

s purents, with that fondness for the |
ministerial oflice, so cungenal to the middle
and lower orders of the Scottish  people,

the animals are glad to creep beneath 1b. | warly seconded hus views, aud put him 3ot
shelter of any substunce which may serveas | the way of realizing them by sending him <

- . » ‘f’
a protection frum its influence. Y'ur some | to @ schoul in the Parish of Fenwick, to’

time after its first discovery, the proteus,
was suppoesed to be the larva or tadpole of
some uchnown animal ishabiting the
deep subterranean cavities, and whose form
it would finally assume, as the common tad-
pole of our pouds becomes the frog. This
idea is now abandoned , its true character
has been made out by observation and ana-
tomical research, and its relative situatn
in the chain of animated beings ascertained ;
still as it regards many pointsin its econvmy,
we are yet in the dark,

gain a hnowledge of the Latin language.
This was done in the year 1813,

1n 1816, he entered the university of Glas-
guw, where, after attending the several
classes during five successive Sessions, he
obtained the degree of .A. M..

On leaving the University he prosecuted
his Theologieal studies at the Divinit
Hall for the same number of Sessions, an
was licensed to preach
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