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NATIJRAL iII1STORY.

TH£ PROTEUJS.

.Among nxany animais, whichi for titeir
ringuiarity have excited the atent ionî of te
scieîîtific world, tiiere is noise mure inîter-
esting tiraan thte proteus. ThIe order of nature

\'uofteu ohserved, appntars te foilowv a series
ý,iinzs, formingachîairs, -vhielà the zooloegist
Eln(' it convenient te, divide ; and,' inded,
whichi resolves itsplf into naturai sections,
but yet vrithout any ahruptness, s0 tîtat elle

,ling of one class or order, or famiiy, bcnd
insensibly into, those of another, rêndering it
alntost a maLter of indifferetîce %vhere tbe
line of demarcation is il-awni. As a forcibte
exampie of the opinion tlius briefly statcd,
nothing cri be tue, e in point thtan lie liai-

t1wiiî -ve nowv introduce to te notice
obeour reatiers, au animal ivhielh constitutes
alisnk betvreeîî reptiles air-breathing crea-
tures, furnished ivith Line ILngs, and fishes,
water-breathing creatuies, wvithout lu ng-,
but furuished iristead wviLl SUI is ûsrotif-lliac
ini whicb apparatus the bloos] is subniitted to
lihe action of oxygen, and undergoeg tie
ébanges essential te te maintenance of life.
2 'Çow the proteus, strange to say, is furniçb-
cd wvith both, the lhronciie net ittdleed
binz covered as in fi-ýhés, but e'qiused and
fortuits,- a beautifutl pink colourrcd tuft on
each aide of the head ; nor is the general
figure of te animal less intermediato, having
Dit!b jof te lizard in its general contour,
and nuch cf te eel, tu, whicb il, is very
iwtilar ini itsmovenients.

Th!~ place of its abodie, is aise net a littie
'inguinr. The proteus is a subterranean
deiler - te, it iight ig useless ; nay, it ap.
pear? too bigh a stimulus for the very ski»
of te creature te% hear wvith comfort ; hence
iL hasito eyes, butu smnall black dot, scarce-
]Y tu ho diÉcoyered berteth the àkine indicat-
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ing the situation cf these organs, %vlîich boere flIOGRAPIIY.
are rudittuentary at the loivcst ebb. It is
Lime, lîowever, te bc more explicit. At ROB3ERT POLLOK.
Adelsberg, iii the ducbiy cf Carniola (bclong. Robert Pollok is one of Liiose vvhte, by the
in" to, Austria), there is une of the niost ro- tuer effurs:L of Ilis Mind, burst forth all zt
mamiec and splendid cavernis in Euîrope; it once, freont an obscure original inte the higit-
is conmonly knowîîi by te rine cf te est emitience. lis naine Nvas net known,
GaoLtu of te itIudd.alena. The vlliule of a. ait author, MII at %-,is regidureci illustrions
titis part of Lite counîtry cuiisists of bold rocks, lby Lte publicationi cf Itis puem.' Thtis work
aîîd nieuntainb of lintaustuite formuationi, fuîl 01,wlîicbi bis vweil earned reptitation almost
of si1turaîan c .an (.ltiitilg ldk5 \Clusi'.Lly tests, fulu* 'Alus t1e besteîeîtts
and vast rüer'vuirs ..pf ivater, bluildreds of' for ait iribtrtt,.tive aîtd îî5t:ftl biugraphy. Thes
feet bemîcatît the surface, %vilence niany ltistory cf tLitittfatcy, grevtlt, aîîd inaturi-
rivers Lakie tlior secret ori"în. Tîtese sub- Ly of bis geius, ib Lo ou gatltercd frot bis
Lerraiteat vvaterscomrîîuîicatewvith aîîd suis- puentt.
plý a sînial laku iii Lit celtbruted calint nue Tle peut vi as hen rit «NurLth Muliiritse,
lini e alludeti Lu; and it is iii tib lake, îvlies e ite 1,4rial of I:.Iglvbîiam, about etevc-a
ttc suîtliglit, ever eritors, enclobed bylm)arrit-rs miles soutla east fruits UliGe ini October,
cf piled up) ruLks, duleej ii te buviels of te 1798. DIe %% as te ) ungest soit of an in-
cartbt, Litat te proteus ib f- und reiusiîig ou Llligtnt faitr, tutu btili resides ii te
the soft ansud, j rccaiaîtited 1>3 the flid, and -,aille place. By the cari- of lus parents, ha
lining the rUL£ky basin. Thtis animal litb rccî.ii cd buch it n ducatiun. as is communtQf sa
buta Lak(:n uf %d.ritius sizes, frot te LitiLk- Ltsit part uf Sc.otlaîtd aînutig persoas in their
ness of a quili te taL of the tbuntb; thte b tatiton of lifu. After dans, lie vab effipIoyed
Ieiloth of a noderatcsized iîdividual asabuutj to) give vhat asbîstumce lie could ia the
a fout; tihe ttil ià .umliressecd laterally, likt- hiboursuf li dIufîm îIla orenl
Lhtat of un eel, and is u5ed in ibie saute mnait- 3taX, vilient lie N'vas sb-nt to te village of
lier in s~tann.The head is eiongatedl iaglelîait u leaia flic b>uinr of a cart.ý,
and de1iressa±d, ici ntout is wtde aîtd fur- vsriglit. Itibsprobable titat the exertions
islte-d vwiti ntiita.ruub teetît, iihelice nie -.iectsbar3 tu Liai5 uni l'lu) Ment, accorded but

may coticlude dic animîtal Lu bc carni% urous 1i11 %tu te uievvs et a yutLh cf lus imagi-
it its jarupeasities ; but viat iLs fuud Lanily n iationt, aitiiuugli iL is nuL known .that he
culisist.a of, alid bow AL procures iL, are bu.. ebtLîmated basb taltvaît.s at a baglier rate titanr
yuaîd conjerttire. Theu lintbs are sniali, 1 becanie lis haumbtle laupes. B3ut iL is uii(er-
feeILlo, and almost useless; te tues are stood tathle vvas induced by te advice
minute> aîîd, in lnamber, tie on cacit fout and e.aueof tais eides brvLIier, wvîo was
before, anJ tvu beltind. lthe hia is aquite1  Isriugls btudics vvitit a view Le tho
saxouti, and of a hale ilesicoluur, but vyleit b101 iusy, tu abanidon ail thougita cf
Lte dniaa.il i* reîuuîued frutn nsb natîNe situ-a- fiuuiît haiîs uteiaualjrufeusion>and
Lien, aîad extuïusdto ligbht, iL asýsumes a te plrupart for the sanie saced~ ipeation.
darker tint, ajmproaching olive bruwn, aaîd lIts1 p>arents, vvitb tdiat fonidness fer the
te bratictii tuftb become deepe)Lr. The miiterial uflict, bu cungeu-itial te te middle

li-lit, Iûit e%eidetitly distresng, aaîd anîd luiver orders of tL Scottish people,
tLite antials are g-iad Lu creep benuatit îb,. vvatiy secoîîded lits % iews, and put birat,
shlekrof any bubstatîce idicli Mnay :srvu a" the iva-y cf rualizing tera by sendin'r k1ir ý
a protection frotta its .nfluence. I:or sote Le a bchoul in the Parîi of Fenwick, te-.
tillac after iLs first discuvery, the proteus, gain a kno%%lud-o cf the Latin language.
vias sup1 iosedl te be te larva or tadpole of 1Titis iras donte in tue ycar 1813.
suise rtknown, animalt inhabiting te ina 1816, ie eiîtered, the uîîiversity of Gla*-
dcep sîibterranean cavities, aîtd wliuse furni guon, where, after attetading te several
it îvould flaaliy assume, as Uhe commun Lad- Zlasses during five successive Sessions, hoe
pole ýf Our ponds becomes the fmog. This obtained the dogree cf A.. M..
idea is novv abandoticd , its true characLer On leaving te University lie prosccuted
bas been mnade eut by observation and ana- Isis Theolugieal studios at the Divirtt
tomicai researcli, and iLs relative sttuatiun h1all for te saute atuwmber of Sessiuns, ant
in te -haio )fa,,iaatedbeinps 0acertained %Nat, liuea Lu aptu.u.i the gSin ane
sttll as iL regards many pQifltbin Âtâecçouu; nexion wath theu Cnited .Asiatêe Syn6rI7 _-

we ame yet in the clark. i r o rieo.


