is

for 13 wo sbiould be bowing to wood and
stone, wo should be worsaipping idols—
and we should be invoived in all those
miseries which heathenismn entails : “they
shall multiply their sorrows that hasten
after other Gods.” Ah! it is an awful
thiny to extinguish this light, to put it
out from our dwellings ! This is done
when we make no use of the word of
God, although we have it : when wesel-
dom or never read it: when we allow it
tolie unopened, unread upon our shelves.
Or it may not be possessed at all. In
many dwellings even in christian Jands
the word of God is not found. What
are those families or individuals doing,
who ave thus careless about God’s word,
but extinguishing the light which God
has revealed ?  They are, as far as they
are concerned, bringing about the state
that would be, if we did not possess the
ivord of God. They are as if invoking
heathen darkness azain ! Little do they
allow themselves to think how much
they are indebted to thatlight for all the
blessings they enjoy—how much, tho’
unimproved on their part, they are de-
riving the benefits which it so signally
confers upon the world. Ah! we will
not surely thus exclude the light of God
from our dwellings:—we will not surely
desire that light to be extinguished: we
woult'l not seek to walk in heathen dark-
ness !

But they exclade that light who give
no attenticn to the ordinances of God.
There ave very many who in this sense
are living withont God in the world.
They may have the word of God in their
dwelling: they may occasionally peruse
it; but they seldom go to ‘he bouse of
God ; and it is not likely they will often
peruse his word. Light may be all a-
yound them, but they do not avail them-
solvesof it. They put no value on it.
They choose rather to live without any
regard to God’s ordinances. The Sab-
bath may come round: the house of God
may invite them te enter: it is no Sab-
bath to them: they care not for the
coutts of God’s house : they seldom join
in his worship. They have no God ; for
if they had, they would warship him.
How lamentable that the number of
those who ave so regardless of Gud and
his ordinances is so great! What a
proof of the perversity of the human
heart! The word of God possessed :
the ordinances of God enjoyed: but nei-
ther of them improved!

But theyexclude this

light
do not walk in it, but

walk

who
in
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darkness, and obey not the truth. They
may have light in” their dwellings: they
may have the word of God in their poa-
session: they may read it: and attend
upc+s the ordinances of God; and
yet they may still walk in darkness, not
according to the light they possess. Light
may be in their dwellings, but they do
not walk by it. 'Wecan conceive thisin
the case of such as do not improve
the advantagesand instructions which are
to be foand inthe house of piousparents.
Let our young fricnds, who may have
the advantage of a pious home, who may
have light in their father's, or mother’s
dwelling: where the word of God is—
where the worship of' God is—where the
light of'a pious example shines: oh! let
them walk in that light, jimprove their
priviliges, quench not the light of exam-
ple, abey the impulses of a heart which
_nust often have opened to the power of
the trath: and so shall they promote
their own best and eternal interests.

Can light be in that dwelling, where
the Scriptures are not read—where there
is no family altar, and the flame of fami-.
ly devotion is not kindled !  Let such
of our readers as have not this light in
their dwellings be induced to enkindle
it now. Do not think that there is light
in your dwelling till the flame of famuly
devotion ascends to God, till at all events
once a-day the altar is lit,and the firc of
aratitude  and praise rises bright to
heaven.

In contrast with all this, the people
of God have light in their dwellings.

They bave first Jight in their hearts.
God has shined into their hearts to give
them the light of the knowledge of tho
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
They themselves were sometimes dark-
ness, but now are they light in tke Lord.
Their hearts are the abode of light.
They have had communicated to them
the spirit of wisdom andrevelation in the
knowledge of God, the eyes of their un-
derstanding being enlightened. In God's
light they now see light. They are no
longer “ blinded by the God of this
world, lest the light of the glorious gos-
pel of Christ, who is the image of God,
stould shine unto them.” They, there-
fore, walk in the light. Their path is
like the shining light, shining more and
more unto the perfect day. They not
only, according to the apostolic precept,
do not the works of darkness, but they
themselves arc enabled to shine aslights
in the world, holding forth the word of
lifo. Their example is light. They ex-



