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ity, ho dismisses them te their secret chamber,
under the guidance of one of the paraiytics,
who descends from his roost for thé purpose.
The reporters for the pross are very busy al
this timie, and next day the newspapers, With

remarkablo unanimity, compliment his hionor

on bis ablo, learned and cloquent "lcharge to

the grand jury." Lt has, been frequently no-

ticed that the said reporters, at or about the

saine tinie, are to be seen omerging in a body
from some temple of Bacchus conveniofltly
near the temple of justice, with a satisfled ex-

pression of countenance ; and it bas been like-

wiso noticed that the grand jury are entirely

oblivions to the fact that the priest of the first-

mentîoried temple is without ordors, or license,
notwitlistanding its propinquity tu the last-

mentiotied temple.

Next, the clerk calis the petit juryv, and the

judge if fresh in office, or not looking for- a re-

eloction, imposes fines on thoso delinquents
who l'ail to appear and answer ; but sucdi fines

are more for show than for service, and are
remittcd on very trivial groufl. Ilis hionor

thon announices that hie will lieur excuses fromn

jurymen, who desire to ho relieveci froin the

necessitv of' attendance. 'ihese excuses; are

as varions as those of' the gîmests suiiiiionieil
te tlie 1'ast in the parable, CIand conîprehieud

every aliî.g and disability known to mnedicine

froru bronclîitîs te bowel coinplaint, from piles

to paralysis, from corus f0 consumption. A
juror was once excused for the reason that hoe
had no control. over bis bowels, and was,
therefore, unable t0 sit for any length of timie.
Imni(liately succeeding hiin a juror asked t0

be excused on the grouind that his wîfe w-as

monientarily expecting to be confined. Ilis

request wvas, of course, grantodl-tlie judge,
who a-as a notorions wug, reinarkingr that the

diffilulty couîplained ot by flic firsit witness

seOmie(l quife prevalelit in that locality. I)eatf-
ness is a standing excuse for sitting. and

where satisfactorily estahlished, is «aîîowed f0

prevail. A doubfful instance once arose mn
norfherni New York, where the juror allegving

that hoe could hiear only withi great di[liculty,

th jmîdgo asked him if ho did not hear luis

charge to the grand jury, just delivercd?9
"Wiv, vos," was bis relv, " 1 heard if, but

(I ould't inake head or fail of if il"

If anlv cuise ms ready for trial, the clerk calîs

a jury 'especially for 'the purposo. Perhaps
there are not naines enougli in the box.
" Suiori taiesmai.n," says tlie judge. At

this anoouneemient there is an evident flutter-

ifmg arnoung the spoctators, and if the cause is

understood as likely to ho tediouis or pro-

tracted, as mnany of theon as can escape by

,incontinent fliglit, while the sheritf singles.ont
thoso a-ho vofed against bimrm, or thosel'against

whom for any other reason hoe holds a grudge.

Aller the exorcise of a good deal of profe s-

sional finesse, a jury is secured, and the

plaintiff's counsel opens the case. Thbis is an

admirable opportunity for the exorcise of the

imaginative faculfies, for the jury, if the case

is strikingly and glowvingly presented, are apt

te have a corresponding idea of it fixed in
their minds, and no matter how much the
testimon y may fail to support it, an immense
preponderance of opposing evidence is requi-
site to efface the impression.

Writnese are thon exainined. Their oath
is to tell the truth and noithing but the truth;
but this means, in ansiver to the questions of
counsel and nothing bevond. And so if the.
witness is disn,[osed no tel1 a littHo truth on bis
own account, hie is checked, andl his tcstimony
is tormed irep sie" Everybody is, of

course, aware of the tortures intlicted on %vit-
liesses. The popular belief that no inan,

howevcr truthful. and intelligent, can proserve
his consistency under the tire of cros-ex;Stf-
ination is so firmnly fixed that no efforts on
the Part of the profession can remnove it. T[he
provailing difficulty is that no witness is con-
tent wi th siiînply answering a question, and
indeed very few can answer tle siînplest qpies-

tion ait ail. Suppose the witness is narrati'ng
a conversation, and says that in tho course of
it defendant called plaintiff a fool, a scamp,
and thief. IlWîll you s.gear," says Counsellor
Sharp, "that ho used the word thief?" And
the anSwer will be, Il 1 thiink.- he did." IlI arn

qluite sure lie dii," or Ilt amn positive hie did ;"

Or anY thing cisc but yes or no, the only

posbe answer to the question. 'The witness

iswligenoughi an lonest enough, but not
refectveellug', Orlieisobstinate, and,

altliîough ho ses the point, is unwilling te
admit that lio cannot swcar positively to the
circlmflstance, bccause hoe lias no doukt of it.
So, after awhile, under the skiilful badgering

of Counisel, ho becornes inad and aimost des-
perate, affirms every thing his counsel asks

himn, negyatives every thing else, and thus,
rushing liko a bull at a gate, beats out his

brains against the stubborn subtieties of the

lawi, and thon out of court whines about the

unfatirness of counsol. Counsel are undoubt-
edly frequently unfa.ir- in the oxamination of

witnesses, l)ut their unrairness generally con-

sisti in taking advantage of' the proneness of

huinan nature to ho unfair, or its inablity te
bc candid. One n'otld suppose that lawyers
would thcmselvcs makec cood incssbu
the contrary is the fluet; indecd there is but

one class of witnesses less endurable, an(l that
is physicians, who cannot divest theniselveS.
of the habit of lecturimg, and the uise of techni-
cal language.

Aller the ovidence is ail in on one side, th,&

oppo-sing party praceeds to contradiet, ex-
plain, rnodify, or discredit, and after ho has
hud bis "itnings,," t ho plaintiff go-5 ât-itl
again, and so onnuntil the case will admit et

no farther contradiction, explailation, modifi--

cation, or discrediting 'and thon the jury are-

ready to bo argued at. The defcndant's colin-

sel presents one view, and thon the plaintiff's
counsel presents anOtber entireiy differentý

eacb invariabîy assuring the twelre that in the

course of his prorossional practice hoe haa
nover met with so clear a case for his client,

and imploring tbena se to decitte that; they can


