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improvement by the study of somne art or science, if suela art or aFienoe
eould be 80 preseaatod that an acquaintance with it miglit be attained
withort the aid of lectures or oral instruction.

Now, 1 arn about to inake a suggestion ats to the study of an art, whiieli,
1 fear many pesons tinac(Iuatiiiute(l with the suilJect, will at once pro-
nouince tiseless and impractirahie; but which, I have every reason to
1believe, woul<I prove an easy. practieable and useful step, in the dirertion
of seif-improv-ement; an art whlaih would give the learner valuablo aid
in makiuig further acquisitions of knowledge, and which would, in its
attainment and practice supply a mental stimulus of a very wholesomo
description. I mean phonography or phorietic xhorthand. A knowlerlge of
this art, would, 1 think prove specially useful to teachers. It could be
learnt from the manuial alone witiut the aid of an instructor, and after
the first few leouons had heen mastered, it could be so, far eznployed as to
keep up an interest in its stuçly. In phonograplay there is a training for
the rye, the efir and the h4znd. The necessary mental analysis of the
framework (consonant oatline) and the sound or sounds (vowels) in every
word. conduces te, inprovement in pronuinciation. The exactness with
which the letters intist be forrnoed bears iapon the teachaig (of ordinary
script and drawing: - wlaile tla,' c<>ntrasit between the formes of words
written bw souind and those writton according te the ordinary spelling,
tonds to exactness in orthiogrraphy.

Phonography is not a short-Jîand <of arlhitrary sigans. On the contrary,
its letters or charactors have a strietlv scientific hasis. Again, phiono-
graphy is quite as legible as good long-laand, while it oceupies a fourtia
of the space, and froin a third to a sixth of Uic tiina ini writing. Phono-
graphv is written in varions styles, of whiela tho first or sianplest, with
few contractions, eau be learnt iu two or throe weoks.

The second or corresponding style can ho written iii as many anonths;
while thA style used by reporters, whie le simply the preceding style
contracted, requires more time and practice.

The correspoiiding stylo. would be the most useful to teachers. They
could employ it witli great advantage, in xnaking extracts froni books;
in makinzrabstracts; in kee4ping a common-îalace book or a journal, and
in corre3ponding witla tiiose among their friends who rnight be acquain-
ted with it. Plionography is admirably suited for correspoudeuce A
post-card. will carry a fritter of quite respectable len.-th; while the rapid-

ity wth wicli thoughts ran be conmitted to paper, rendors it a most
valuiahle aid to, composition. The system, whirh, to niy mind, is the
mnxot ea.-ily lesynt, the niost legihle, andl lu every way the best, iii that
whiirh is found in the improved "<Iltzpuil of l'id oeiographly " hy Pitman
and Howard; Plionographir Tinstitute, C'incinnati, Ohio, price one dollar.

Tis llutle book le a model of clearnees and arrangement, and in point
4-f exé'cution and finish, as perfert a-s anytlîing, çf the kin<l cau We It is
eold bý: the publisher: as above. Tlîousaaidsit, i believe, have taught


