
BIBLE SOCIETY RIECORDER.

GIBRALTAR. -A freslh effort is about to be mnade to circulate the Scriptures
in Gibraltar. The Society has voted the stini of £100 towards this objeet.

MALTA. -The translation of the Acts of the Apostles into Maltese lias just
left the press. A translation (if flic Psalhns into the Naina languiage, spoken
by a H-ottentot tribe in Soith. A.frica, is being printed at the Cape.

THE MOABITE STONE.

The following is a good review of Dr. C. D. Gînsbury's work, on the
Moabite Stone :

This is the first and as yet the only inde-lnend(ent work, ou the Moabite Stone
whichlihas been given to the Eng(lish publlic. ý"everal learned zind able papers
have, inde(,., appeared on the subject in eurQuarterly 1teviews; and Magý%azinles
-but these, froiiî their necessary limiitatioiis as to size and character, caxinot
rank as conîplete treatises. The Ïbouok before us, on the contrary, aiis at
meeting the ivants alike of the phiiltilogist, the antiquarian, anîd the nîleroly
literary reader. Lt is called a second edition, but is, iii fact, the only one
that lias ever been fairly accessible tu the public. The formner edîtion was
privately printed, and circtilated gratuitously anmong the inembers of the
British Association, but ivas Il withidrawn, ftoin, the mnarket " after a very
short opportimity for acquiring it hdb een allowed. This was for private
reasons, not because, as is carefiifly explained in the Preface to this edition.
the author hiad seeni reason toi alter lus mind on aiiy important particular,
muchel less had begun toi havce his doub\s)£ about the genuineness rif the Stone
itself.

The scholarship of the individual ivho should caîl that geninieuess into
question is, as Dr. Oiuisbtury says, IInot worth a day's purchaese." The
Stone is boyond all douabt of primary importance to tne ui.tory and language
of the Old Testament. Lt is -a chronicle of wars and triuuniphis put on record
by Mesha, Kin- )f Moab, wvlo revolted froin Jehoram, zhe son cf AhJab, ac-
cording to Il. Kings iii.; and goes on to state also the various, buildings and
wvorks cf public utility Y-hicli lie caused to bo exectuted after lie liad delivered
lus native land froin the tyranny of the Israelites. Tt will thuls bear date
a1ýout B. c. 900. It supplements in a very remarkable way the fragurnentary
and widely separated notices of ioab found in tlue Old Testament, enabling
lis) e.g., to offer an explanation of the strange anniouncement nuade Il. Kings
iii. 27~, that after flue KÇiiig of iMoab) found the allied Kin'gs of Judali, Israel,
aud Edoni too stronig for Iiiiu, lie " offered his; eldest son for a burnt offer-

i;" that there was Il reat indlignation. i Israel, " and Ilthey dleparted froni.
imn." The inscription of Mesia renders it evideut that the allies, thourh,

.9uccessful in. the early part of the campaign, failed ini the sequel. The Moa-
bites, perhaps roused to frenwT.y by their King's act cf desperation, seern to
have again sallicd forth fronu -deir city, and driven, the invaders away. The
inscription of ïMesha gives a clenr notion of the further progress of thé Nvat,
whiclh ended iii the rccovery by the Moabites not only of complote indepen-
dence, but rilso of the %vholo district north cf the Armon, which liad been
urested froin the Amorites in tho days of M~oses by the transjordanic tribes
of Reuben, Gad, and the half tribe cf 'Manassehi, and a little earlier had
been wrested by the Anmorites fronu the Moabites. Thuas Mesha resto'redl the
kingdoni of Moab to the ancient Iimiits and splendour wvhich it ]xad enjoyed


