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under the ils, of adverse fortune, because they were more robust
rnorally, and knew the use of that universal anodyne fer all human
juls, the abiding fajîli and'hope in a hereafter. U'c have changed
much of this. But have we found in the loss a gain te match?, In
the rnediaeval wor:d, thc Church did flot :ndulge in dreams or vapor-
ous talk abouit humianity and the uplifting of the miasses. Cold, sys-
temnalized phil.anthropy wxas to ber unthought of. She M-orked xvith
individual men. She knew, asý she always knows, thai it is her
sacred office to extcnd charity to aIl -- to prot et the poor against the
ravages of poverty and disease and to, shie'd the weak from the
tyranny cf the strong. In the Middle Age, 11l- State or private indi-
vidual never had to care for the pcor. 'I lt ared office xvas as-
sumed by the Church. Wandering paupers and State-cared-for un-
forturtates ivere to be found only after that disastrous event of the
Sixteenth Century which broke the unity of Chr'stend.om and inter-
fered witli the benign funct*ons of the Church.

As 1 have remarked, organized central governments came into
existence in the Thirteenth Century. But i order to prepare the
groun-d for their establishment, the dignity of the ind*vidual and the
family had Io ho raised. This work the Church accomplishcd by
preaching the equality of ail men in the -eyes of God, by establishing
the sanctity of marriage, and e!e\ ating the condition of womnan.

That Cca njoys a position of social ecpuality with man to-day
and snot in the state of utter debasemooit and degradation1 in hc
ý1he ias in the old days of Romie and Greece, she o-wes to the Cath-
olic Church of the Middlce, and to the Catholic Church alone.
I hroag hout al] heathendonm, \Voluptuiotisness xvas \vorshipped as a
goddess. BuIt hy Catholicismn, nuiternity wxas miade srtcreýd, and the
relâtionship of ruarriage sanctilied. As a neccssarv- conwý qmun(e the
position or womnan ivas elevated.

In the Thirteenth Century, we find that mnany women rose even
t(> large political and intellectual influence. WVho is'there who dots
flot know that masterful woman, Blanche of Castile, who ruled the
kingdom of France during the minority of her son Louis IX. ; and'
the brilliant Isahella, who was uinfortunately tied fo that craven,j
King John of England? In the literary world of that time otie of the
1 rightest namnes is that of the famous w'riter of lays, Marie de
1,rance. There wre no shricking feline suffragit strig'ahments and legislatures in those days. Women gained respect ànd
reverence by virtue of those gentle graces that miake them the wor-
thy objects of chivalry.
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