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do, Foran great emergencies or in the great affairs of one’s
conduct it {s only natural that somewhat similar characters,
being governed by the same general emotions, should act on
the whole ve?' much alike, while often, on the other hand,
a pacticular diflerence will make the action of similar cha.
racters at o special crisis extremely divergent. Thus the
two Newmans, essentially the same in fibre, both re-ex.
amining their creed at a certain epoch of life, follow out
their own logical conclusions with rigorous precision, one to
free thought, the other to the cardinalate, so that outsitlers
would beept to say at first sight, '* What a striking differ-
ence vetween two brothérs1”  But the exact identity of
tastes and vreterences shown in these minute touches ol
feeling—the choice of an introducet, the phrase about the
ears, the selection of a particular flower (it wasn’t even a
violet, which might occur to anybody, but a speay of plum-
bago, in itscll quite without sentimental interest), and the
undurdeniog of mind to a particular confidante—~all these
things abundantly testify to an underlying similarity of
mental structuze, down to the mertest side tracks and by
ways of the brain, which could hardly happen urnder any
other conceivable circumstances than those of actual family
identity.—7Ae Cornkill Magazine.

THE DRINK QUESTION IN IRELAND,

In the year{18S1-2 there were thirty-two public houser for
every 10,000 of the population of Ireland ; in 1534-5 there
were 34.3 for the same number.  In 1881-2 the anests for
drunkenness for every 10,000 of the population were 153
in 1884-5 there were 188,  In 1881-2 the money value of
the intoxicating liquors per head consumed by the popula.
tion was £2 t1s. 3@. In 18845 it had risen to £2 4s. 4d.
If we take the gross sum of the increase ot the money value
of the intoxicating liquors consumed in Ireland, when
these same two years, 1881-2 and 1884-5, are compared,
the full significance of these figures can be seen.  The total
amount spent in 1854.5 on drink is larger by £750,000 than
that spent in 1881-2. In three years the drink bullan freland
rose by £7350.000. It is a most singular fact that this
sum is almost exactly the total amount of the reductions
made under the Land’;\ct of 188t in those years. Instead
of the saving in tent going to ra sc the moral or matcual
condition of the peasantry, it apparently went into the pubh
cans’ pockets. Il it is only to be a choice betwezn whishey
and rack-renting, it scems doubtful whether the drink tyrant
is not as bad as the most rapacious of landlords. What makes
the increase in the consumption of stimulants in Izcland par
ticularly disheartening is the fact that the people in
England and Scotland have been srending less and
less on intoxicating liquors. For instance, this year's re-
wurns show that while England, compared last year,with
has reduced her *‘ consumption of spirits as a beverage ™
by 626,357 galloas, and Scotland has decteased hers by
175,781 gallons, Ireland has increased hers by 210,510 gal-
lons. We learn also from this year's returrs that ¢ where
an Englishman drinks one bottle of spirits, an Irishman
drinks two.” In the case oi spirits, these figures show
nothing as to the consumption of whiskey illicitly distilled.,
This is in Ireland, however, a very important matter, since
last year there were 1,186 cases of illicit distilling against
mine in Enpland,—Tke Spectator.

EDUCAIED RUSSIANS.

In many countries—notably in Germany—lamentations
arte frequent as_to the overcrowding of all the learned profes.
sions. The universities are said to produce more highly-
trained men than the country can employ, so that many as-
pirants are yearly doomed to 1ailure, and these are said
generally to drift into the ranks of the most extieme poli-
tical pasties. Yet in Germany and elsewhere those who
fail have other possibllitics of life open before them. In
Rusria their position is far worse. Almonst every wman of
tibera) education who does not possess a private fortunc is
an official.  Many of the large commercial houses receive
subventions from the Government, or did so at the time of
which we are speaking ; all are anxious not to incur un-
pleasantness by employing any onc who is distasreful to the
authorities. The men who are unable to complete thear
cducation, and thosec who wete viewed with suspicion, wete
thercfore cast helpless into a world which for them, to use
a Geoiman saying, was nailed down with boards on cvery
side. It was only natural that they should join theextreme
pasty, but their influx into the biotherhood of land and lib.
erty rapidly changed its chatacter. We cannot at preient
foltow the story further. The only idea of the original fouan-
ders which seems still to have a vital fosce is the hope that
by the ofier of large material advantages to the peasants and
wotkmen, the latter may be induced to lend their suppost
10 pclitical movements which have now become entirely
tevolutionary. Many of the Nibilist Icaders, however, arc
already rather Socialists than Liberals, Radicals or Repub.
licans.~ 74¢ Saturday Revicw.

THE OLD FRENCH FORMS OF VERSE.

The new volume of the Canterbury Poets, ** Ballads and
Rondeaus,” bids fair 10 be 25 popular on your side of the
Atlantic as ours, writes the Lundun correspondent of the
November Hosk Buyer. A large number o! writers of the
old Freach turms ol vesse, buth Amencan and Laglish,
have gencrously assisted in the coastruction of the vaiume,
‘The sclecuiut has been made with great tasie and 1ate dise
cretion by Giceson White, who also contributes a preface
and an cxhaustive introduntion. Amorng the pnncipal
contnibuiors may be named Alsermon Swinburne, Austin
Dobson, Chinton Scollard, W, E. Healey, Mrs. Moulton,
Jutin Payne, F. D, >° ciman, Andiew Lang, H. C. Bun-
nct, Edmund Gosse, C. 11, Ludcrs, Miss Robinson, Braa.
Jer Matthews, John Moran, Oscar Wilde and Arlo Rates.
The perusal of this little book wlll show to what extent the
culuvation of the old French forms of verse has been car-
ticd. The adoption of this specics of verss dates from
about fificen years ago, and the present volume shows a

reat result in the harvest heve garneed, We learn from
ll"hc introduction that the first dallade was written by Aus-
tin Dobson, the fitst villanelle und chant royale by Ed-
mund Gosse, and the fisst double ballade by W. E. Uenley.
We are also told that the fitst ¢riofes was published by Mr.
Bridges. I am inclined to think that many, many years ago
some vetses in friolet fonn, or something very much like it,
were printed in a little volume by Mortimer Collins.  There
is a danger, I fancy, of form in verse getting overdone. The
master, the true poet, can ‘‘carol in fetters"” most suc
cessfully, but when the mere poetastec attempts it, it be-
comes a somewhat wearisome and mechanical operation,

TRUE ART.

|In this graceful liule poem, which appeared in a recent
aumber, a misprint in one line impaired its meaning. To
correct the mistake the verses are reproduced. ]

Tu pant the picture of a life
Sincere ia word, in deed sublime,
Noble to reach the after-time,

And find a rest beyond the strife :—

This is the highest goal of art,
To mould a form of rare device,
‘The fruit of early saciifice—
The true devotion of the heart,

We watk ie shadaw and in doulyt,
But view our Model, and with trust
‘Toil on, till He, he Good, the Just,
Shall bring the perfect fulness out.
-3y, 1. Horuige, in the Prestyterian College Journal,

A LESSON 70 THE CLERKX.

A clothing dealer i an interior town, says the Dry
Govods Chronicie, had occasion to visit the aity to purchase
goods.  \Winle he was gone 2 young man entered his store
to buy acoat, A xalesman waited upon the customer and
showed lim 2 coat planly marked $7. The customer tned
won and sad 1n 3 pleasant, confiing way: **1 want o
good artscle, and 1 canaflerd to pay a hittle more.” The
salesman shuwed hun many coats, and, tnally, having te-
moved the tag, again offered him the $7 coat which had
fitted him at fust, and said : “* Here is a coat, a fine article,
just your fit, which T can sell you for $12." The coat was
again tried on, the young man seemed pleased, paid his
money and went away.  On the merchant’s return the
salesman, with a smile of triumph all over his countenance,
rushed up to him and boasted of what he had donc. The
merchant looked grave. 1le only asked: ¢ Does any one
konow who the customer was?" A litile boy had recog-
nized him as a workman in a neighbouring factury aud re-
membered his name. The merchant sent for the yovns
man, told him of his mertification, gave himn back $5 an
thie privilege of returming the cozt if ae chose, and then said
to the salesman: ** Now, sir, 1 will pay you your weck’s
salary, and 1 wish you to go. If you cheat my customers
you have not punciple enough not to checat me.  1f I can't
have my people sctl goods honestly I wilt go out of business.
Soed day, sir.”

PREHISTORIC REMAINS IN MERCIA.

in the upper soils of Mercia, which the river has de-
posidd 1n later imes, thee are flints carefully wrought and
implements tincly polished, showing that a supenior race
had becume eccupants of the laud.  From ther habuit ol
choosing caverns 10r thar dwehings, when these could be
found, they have ULeen distinguished as cavemen. Their
haunts vere not confined to the river vaileys, but, though
they spread themsclves further over the hills, they sull
made no atiempt to construct habitations, contenting them-
selves with thuse which nature ofiered.  The same field at
Hitcham, where the relics of the niver-drift man lay 1n the
lower gravel, has yielded alsv thred flint celts of wis latter
race. Onc of these measures nine inches in Jength, with a
beexdth of three inches. A flint javelin head and many
other relics of the same character have been found in the
ficlds and woods at Taplow. Polished axc-heads, seven
inches in depth and three in width, have been taken from
the river bed. one of greenstone at Taplow Mills, and an-
other of quarizite just below at Maidenhead. Here, also,
among leaves and sticks in the peaty soil a few yards from
the nver, there was latcly found, some four feet below the
surface, the small skull of a primitive woman, whosc an-
tiquity is sufficiently proved by the thigh bone and broken
antlers of a reindecr that lay beside it. The Irish elk was
in these days the last survival of the older extinct animals,
and men had learned to fashion picces of his vast antlers for
theit instruments. A hammer of this character has lately
been taken from the river bed at Monkey Island.~5lack-
woods Magazine.

Tur cottage at Nether Stawey, in which Coleridge spent
the most peacelul years of his life, and where he wrote
s*Christabel ” and ** The Ancient Mariner,” is now the vill-
age tavern.

Tiur Khoonds in Orissa used formerly to kidnap chil-
jren and ofler them in sacrifices to the carth goddess. This
was 8t pped by our Government about thiny yeats ago, and
one tescued victim is now a Christian pastor.

A LENERAL conference, of on accumenical character, on
Fareipn Missions, will be held next year, in Loadon, from
1otk to 20th June. The topics to be discussed will bave re
ference nt only to the work abroad but also to its selaton
tu the churches at home.

MR. WALLACE, on being nominated in Glasgow Presby-
tery to the Moderatorship of Partick Gaclic Church, re.
m.arked that he had noknowledge of Gaclic; but Dr. Adam
having assured him that this ignorance was rather an advan.
tage than otherwise, he accepted the appoiotment,

British and Foveign.

‘Tue jubilee of Dr. Ritchie, of Lunglurgan, will be cele-
brated mn February next.

A MONTHLY magazine devoted 1o the interests of women
has been established in Rowe,

PROFESSOR BRUCK « pencd the new Free Church in Port.
patrick.  The congregauon enters almust free of debt.

Tuie Reve A, W. Wiliumson, of St. Cuthbert’s, Edin.
burgh, preached befure the «gucen at Baimoral on a recent
Sunday.

DR, Brack, of Inverness, and Shenfl Cowan, of Paisley,
opened a week of evangeliite meetings in De . | Bonat's
Church at Greenuch.,

PROFESSOR CHIRISILIES bas neatly completed the ex
haustive work on the hiswty of preachung, on which he has
been engaged for several years.

‘Tue Srottish Liberal Associatiun have resolved to press
the question of Disestablishment on the notice of Mr, Glad-
stone as being ripe for settlement.

PrINCIPAL CAIRNS was one of several eminent speakers
at the annual Fuestute Chunsuan Conterence held in Dune
fermline, at which §00 were present,

The Rev. Dr kdiar, of Mauchhine, the retring Moder-
atur, preached beture the Glasgow Synod from 2 Tum, iv,
13.  Mr M*Laren, of Houston, is the new Moderator,

Tue average duratton of hicin kngland has been raised
from thirty to forty-nine years dunng the Queen's reign, a re-
sult duechietly to better dramage andcleaner personal habits,

A Bust of Hugh Miller is to be placed in the hall of
heroes in the Wallace monument on the Abbey Craig by
Dr. Gunning, of Brazil, who erected the tablet to Jenny
Geddes in St Giles,

Bisttops Wornswok T, of Salisbury, and Maclagan, of
Lichfield, have been hnlding a conference at Boon with
Bishop Reinkens on the relations between the Anglican
Chureh and the Old Catholics of Germany.

Tuy Government .f New Zcalund have determined that
dips.unaniacs shall "¢ seni s a6 asylum by urder of 2 judge
of the supreme cuuil  An asylum s to Le erected at
Porirua, where they may bLe wempluyed in regular farm
labour.

T ue Rev. Gordon Webster, M.A., mimster at Girvan for
fifteen years, was presenten with an illuminated address at
a cungregativnal raceting on the eve of his departure to be-
come pastor of St. Andrew’s Church, Chrnstchurch, New
Zealand.,

IN order to ansurc that the next generation of ministers
will have sume elucutiunary power, Mr. J. M. Douglass has
again taken upon imself the cost of providing the studeats
at the English Presbytenan College wath high-class teaching
in this department.

Tue most brilliant woeman of letters in Ttaly at present is
Caterina Piporini Beri, who, after publishing many studies
on the folk-lore and the songs and traditions of the pea-
santsy of the Marche and Calabria, now occupies her pen
chietly in literary criticism.

Tue aschitcct of the building in which the Free Church
General Assembly will hold its meetings at Invernessis now
receiving otlers from contractors, and building operations
will be commenced presently. It s to Le a wooden struc-
ture accommodating over 2,000,

Tue Queen has accepted the dedication of the work on
old Scottish communiun plate which Rev. Thomas Burns, of
Lads Glenorchy's Chutch Edinliurgh, wall publish presently.
The frontispicce will represent the communion service pres
sented to Crathie Charch by her Majesty 1n 1863,

Mgr. Jous SincLag, ol Grangemouth, author of “ Hea
ther Belles,” which recently appeared in these pages, is like
ly to tecaive an invitauun to become the Gladstonian candi-
date for the Ayr Burghs. A spucch he made lately at Ayr
on: the Insh Question made a profound 1mpression.

Tie Fire Free Church Synod unanimously agreed to
transinit an overture to the Assembly sugpesting that
there should be associated with the ministerial Convener of
the Sustentatian Fund Committee an office-bearer or unor-
dained member of the Church acquainted with practical
husiness to take a general oversipht of the working of the
fund.

A HaLlL seated for 300 has been built at a cost of $4,000
for the mussion at Georgic conuected with Barclay Caurch,
Edinburgh. Ds. J. H. Wilson raised $3,000:n a fortnight
and the remainiag $1,000 was got from the Home Mission
Commitice.  Applicanion will e madce to have the congre-
gation sanciioned as 2 missicn charge, and 1t is tntended to
erect a church.

Fox some time the zenana home at Calcutta has been in-
adequate for the prowing tequirements of the work, and it
has been decided to build 2 new home on an wnoccupied
site nezr Dr. Duff’s house, in which the senior missionary
usually resides, It will accommodate the zenara mission-
aries and their Bengali assistants, with a spare room or two
for other contingencics that may arise,

Tnur question of divinity students preaching ‘n parish
churches was again raised by the ministers of the East and
West Chutches, Aberdeen, wnine Synod, 1o which they had
appealed agamnst wne finding of the Presbytery sustaining
the examinauun of a student who had broken the lawin this
matier. By cight to seven the Syacd dismissed the com.
plaint, and an appcal was taken tu the Geaeral Assembly-

ARERDREN Free Church Synad had alively discussion on
the subject ol the agricultuzal depressior arising out of an
overitre expresung sympathy with the tarmeers. Rev. Mr.
M*Qucen said their condition was ulterly hopeless, and
declared his cunvict.on that the whoc sysiem of land.
lordism would have to be swept away eatirely.  Principal
Brown held that it was not the baswess of the court to sug:
gest anything for rehick The overture was ultimately
adopted.



