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IPastor anlb people*
Pc' Tai CAIIAUA 'LayaaA,

PRA VER ilME ETING IN PH£ CI 1 UT.

Some tinte aga ycu gave an cutmne cf a IlPrayer
Meeting in the Country"' R would like te gave you a
sketch et ont tîrat I have visited in tire city. The
minister is in early, and is able te sianke banrds ail
round as the people corne in. At the hout- be gives
cul a psalm or hynan, which isheartity Sung. 1e then
teads shortly and pe-ittedly in prayer ; tlaen hc and

lac people read alternate verses cf the Sabbaula scîrool
lmssn fer tht followang Sabbatir. This is fotlowed by
singing, and prlyer of thD saine bearty kind as belore.
The meeting as then open for any person te rend a pas-
sagecf Scripture. l'ave or six usually rcad, and as each
passage is announced every person looks up the pas-
sage in his cr laer lBie. As soon as found it as read
in a cicar veice. Tire minister feliews each passage
by a short comment, pointirag eut tIre ieading idea an
simple tanguage. Tben another hymtn, follewed by a
brief tinte spent in silent devotion, the Hl-oy Spirit
being lefî te lead each heart. After ibis the lender
gives a short, clear and pointed comntentary on the
Sabbatb school tesson, any person berng nt liberty
te speak or ask questrons. Afier another scason
cf prayer and singing contes the doxology and
benediction, tollowed by greetings and a general
hand-sbaking. During the whlaoe ne person is called
by tante te zake any part. Att îS vetunîary. Thnose
who attend say they xvould net miss it for anyîhing.
Try it. ______

RIISPONS1BJLITY FOR OTHERS.
Are we hindering in any xvay the positive develop.

ment of aur Christian bretbren's lives, bie it by word
or deed, by an unsanctificd pride, or by an unwise in-
dulgence ? Nothing is plainer tîran that net a tew
who bade fair for the kangdcnt of heaven have had
their spiritual life deadened alrnest te extinction by
occasional excess. Let us take care, nt tht very least,
of doisig anything te minaster to tbeir downfali. We
are our brotlaer's keepers. Wc must cansider bià con-
dition and perid. We mùust put eurscives an his place.
The spiritual advancement cf those who are in Christ,
o .r profess te bie (for we cannot get behind profesrioni
ahould be cf first importance i;. our vicw. If brethu-en
are falling, we must ste hew they are falling, and
secure that the stumbting-block is taken away.

'But thcre is anc point on wbich wc have nct
touched. Whosotvcr shalt offend anc cf these litie
ones-these children-that believe on Me. It may
bcayouug betievers, or actual children wbc bave bc-
tieved, as i prefer te ceusider it. Aye, we are respon-
sible net ouly for the immediate, but for the uttimate
effectoet ur acts. Whatoettie childrenocfthose who
have stumbled and talien-gane eut mta tRie world
with the brand cf a drunkard's shame ? Wbat et the
young lives struggling into the light, yea seizing it,
-but hetd baclc by diseased constitution s, or inherited
impulses, or cr.ippled tram ail active healtlafut work?
Every stunted life is seen by Christ. Every imper-
fectly dcveteped character is understood, as te tht
degree at lias failen shortof possible attairument. lu
cacti case what ntight have been, and what is, are
accurately discerned. And whe is ta blame, and hew
far tic is to blaire, that aise is seen.

Ah, we rise here above ail huani ieasures. WVe
are in presence cf eternal realaties. WVe have te do
with Hint who shall take te de with us in the iast
great day. May we have grace given te soar te soe
apprehension of the unseen, te lay hold on eternal
distinctions, se as te make thent tht geverning prin-
ciples of Our life here. It as necofut we shouid. lu
these days of the dying year, do you not hear tht
throb oft ime's ecean on eternity's shore? We are
stra«ngers and piigrimis an the earth. A few ycars age
this world kncw us nrot. A fcw more, and it shahi have
fergotten it ever knew. But we are iu the thcught of
God front eternity, and we go ta .iive in thie presence
cf God in and te eternity. What have we te de with
a godless order of thiugs, ivitit worldiy conceptions cf
duty and proportions et value, which one toucb cf
cternity would reduce te nothing? Live ira God, since
yeu travel unto iium. Live in Ged, since yeu came
fret Hum. Live in God, sînce even new in Ham yeu

ive and meve-
There is eue question which 1 must ask, ere I sit

dewn. If te cause toss te eue bcieving seulif te bie
tire eCCasioL .f ont seeking, struggliug sintr's falling
inte rtrin, is sucti an cvil, even in a life tlîat etherwîst
is rnarked by good, that Christ wished that that lite
had neyer cente te be,-wbat et tîrose %vho detiber-
ately ruila thcntselvas, who de evit with beth bauds
diligeutty, in spite of every invitation and appeal ?
Oh, brettiren, the vengeance ef God is a reaiity. Ir is'
the obverse of His loe,; infinîte with tht infinitude cf
His desire for human welfare, uncomprenîîsing as
thie measureless mercy which drd net spare even lis
only Son that there inight bie a full redemptien fer ail
the sens cf men.

But Jesus here talts specialiy te His awn. He
speaks iu these sterti toues that He might rouse us ta.
(taller, stronger, broîherly love. May we tic longerI

need such ibreats ns these te kccp us to our cluty ;
but imitating Jesus, putting oursclvcs ira our brother's
place, may we do cvery one geod te bis neigbibour,
provoking one anotixer te love and good xvorks, tilt
we ail conte in the unity of the faith nd of the
knowlcdge of thc Son cf God unto a perfct in-in,
unto the nicasure of the stature of the fulncss of
Cltrist.-Re-v. .7ohn Srnilh, M4.A., Edînburgh.

A SONG AND 44 SOU!.
AN4 aNcaa)NT OF, GOSPI. 'ORK.

Fuît swettly on the evenistg air
Rang eut the well.known strains :

"There is a founitain fild witit blood
Drawn fromn Imrnanuel's veinc,

And sin ners, plunged bcncath that flood,
Lose ail their guiity stains,"

Thus sang a littie company,
Whose licatts by grace renewed,

Hart gathered in uan upper coom
To tell theit gratitude

To Ilim, by whose atuning love
Thrirsins hart bccn.subducd.

A weary mtan wtao passed that way,
Bowed down w:ith weight of sin,

WVho long harl asked how such as hc
Relief and test might %vin,

Ilcard the giad sound, so sweet, socdent,
Amid the city's <lin.

«The d>ing thicf rejoiccd te sc
Thar fountain in bis day,

And there may V'-O what is ihis,
A thief a thier, taey Say ?

*And there niay 1. thouRh vile as lie,
WVasla ail Mty sins away."'

As thus he speiks, the room he finds,
Anri, cre in prayer thcy boiv,

lie cries: IIOh, fricnds, for me se test,
Picad yeu for mercy now."

Thcy bii hite pray : II Aas," Ite says,
IlTe pray, 1 know net how."

Buet, taaaght by loving lips the way,
lie learns te pray nt last,

And, on the Savieur of the lost,
His weight of guilt te cast ;

As fron has contrite heart goes up
The prayer of ages pasi :

Oh, God, be merciful te me;
A sinner, Lord, amI ;

In my despair and hclplessness,
To Thce, my God, [ cry.

Lest, helpless. ruineet, tienr my prayer,
Lord, Save mre, or 1 dlie.,,

The Ged who heard the publican,
liard tais heart's honest praycr,

And he who camne, a .ehild of wrath,
In sotrow and despair,

AVent forth a frec and happy man,
And God's own child and heir.

O Ve who have te art cf song,
The talent ye possess,

Ve weil May consecrate te God;
flow ivould you dlare do lessi'

If used for Ilim, oh 1 who can say
flow greatly H1e may blcss?

-R. M.f 0./ord, fin Nfei, ork Observer.

A SABBA TH ATINTERLIKEN.

The lattle town of Interlaken we found charmingly
situated in a small flat valtey, with precapatous hills
close behind and meuintains in front, and with the
lakes cf Thun and Brienz on cither side. Aniong
the mouintains in front, and yet distinct froar ait others,
is the beautiful Jungfrau, with its top and sades
covered with the whitest cf snew, which shines se
radianîty in the midday suit as atmost te prevent the
mountain being lookcd upon by the un proterled eye.

In our hotel we were delighted te find a placard
aatnouncing that services were still being conducted
in the Free .Church cf Scottand's station, and that
the preacl'er for the tie being was Professer Laid-
law. To the Istrie church accordingly we deterniined
te make our way next morning.

Interlaken is a smatt and secluded town compared
xvith Geneva, yet hetre we found that, xvith hardly an
exception, the shops are open from early morning te
late at night of the Lord's Day and that a concert is
heid during the day and evening at the only place cf
entertainnient an thc town. It as only tee true titat,
white solourning in such a town, many cf aur fellow
countrymen and countrywomen faIt in readîly with
the doubtful or even cvii ways cf the place, especialty
in the matter of non-observance of the Sabbath. W'J
were accordingly prcpared, notwithstanding that we
kne'v there were many Engtîsh-speaking people in
thie town, te find a vcry strait attendancc at the Sab-
bath services, and were vêt-y agreeably disappeointed
te find matters as wc saw them.

«Up a short avenue, at the east end cf the town, we
found quite-a colony of littie churches grouped te.

gether. %Ve hadt aur Fee Churca station, an English
clinpel~ a Frencht Protestant churca, and a Roman
Cat houe, ctaapel.

Entering by the srnall deer, we find curselves in a
very ceitfortable, if net very liglat, littie vault tike
cîrapel, perhaps fifteen yards long by cight yards wide.
and capable of accommodatiaig cemfertably rather
over tee persens. Tîte deer is sst ont end, an-d thert
aure ne windows at ehther cf the sides ; but nt tlat end
OPposte te the dber there is a large uvindow divided
mith'lrec parts, whica ligits up fairty well the whele
cf ti.-littde cturch. Aroxund the sideso! te window,
and hanging down in front cf it, tire thee'tcndrils cf
vint s and other creeping plants, wtaich give a picas-
ing lrcshness and airlness te the little building. The
scats are cf ordinary Wvhite wood, and, if plain, are
ncverthoess tasteful-iooking and very ccmfortabte'
A rcading desk, on a raiscd plttforin, stands in front
cf the xvndow ; and bchind the platform is acca-
medated a harmoniumt, xvhich assists very appreciably
in tdie praise portion cf the service.

In the forenoon tîre tîttle churca xas quite fiiled
wîth a congregation comprising evidentty other
Scotch people besicdes ourselves, but conîpe)sed aise cf
Englash Nonconforrnasts and cf Antericans cf varrous
denomir.ataons. In the alterneon, the numbers were

ganlarge, theugh less than in thte ferencien. At
béotta 'services, tic preache:r, as was ýo b ecxpectcd cf
him, delivcred addrcsses tvhicli aaihtaincd lais on
high reputatian, as wveil as the reputation cf the Churcla
te whictt lte belongs. Aniony thre cengregatien there
tvas a quiet and restfut attentaon, whicla sltowed tat
they apprcciated and enjeyed thie few heurs ef retire-
ment front the hurry of sightsceing and the unaccus-
toîned and unpleasant surroundinga of the Sabb'ath
in a strange land.

There uvas evidcntty aise aroused that feeling cf
brothcrly kindness wtaach such circumstances are
fitted te give rise te, and which censtrain persons,
thougla entire strangers te one another, te extend tîte
hand or e'cha.nge sentekind wordg. One gentleman,
whon the writer spoke te, and accompanied on the
way front church, stated that, though an Englishman
<belonging te the Congregational body), he did net un-
derstand the services cf the Churcli cf Engaad, but
that he apprecmated and liad'eajeyed the services of
our Claurch ; and there can bie ne drubt that by ail
who %vere prescrnt, the tlaoughtfutness and energy cf
the Continental Commauee cf the Free Church in
previding sucit services xvere thotoughly appreciatd.

The services in the tittie church wvere new tolbe dis-
centinuced fur tlac scason, se fair nt least as the conduct-
ing cf themn by Fre Chtarch ciergymeit was concerned,
and the communion was accordingly celebrated in
the afternoon, as a fitting close te the w'ork of the day
and cf the summer. Thereafter, tire littie company
dispersed, refrestred and strengthened for mueting the
fatigues and temptatiens and dangers of another week,
and with grateful tboughîs te bie lastingly cberished
in their minds, et tIre pleasant- meetings in the little
churca tey were now leaving, and in mest cases ne
doubt for ever.-Frce Church Record.

GIVING IN 771E SABRA II SCIIOOL.

That careful training in Christian benevelence is
needed uvili be readily admittcd, and in ne place is
such training sp imtportant as in the Sunday scheol.
There lives and characters arc being shaped and
moulded ; and, if the training be right, the results wilt
tell aIt through lite.

Le'. the scitolars feel that they are ivingý; guide
themt in the cîroice of abjects to which hiey give; in-
fort thent about these abjects, se they inay give in-
teliigently ; brang brick te thent, as far as possible,
reports cf the gond donc by tîreir gifts ; select objects
covering ail classes cf Christian duty and beneveleuce,
including the regular contributioas te the support cf
tht parent Claurch; inîprcss upon thent that giving
means self-sacrifice, that it is net nterely i, mechani-
cal forti; that tlauughtiessly asking papa or nmamma
for a penny for tht Sunday schoot is net truc .ýivug ;
that giving is a duty te God tronm each indittidup-1,
wbich cannot bc donc by somebody tIse; that it is
net the amount that niakes the value in thé sight cf
God, but the spirit xvhich prompts the gift, and the
years will show results that cannet fait te bentfit
mankiud.-S. S. Tizze..

TE MPTA TIO NS 0 F .iNIS TF.,RS.

I3csides those common te ail nien, ministers have
theirpecuiiar temptatinns. The ambition trbe pepu-
lar for pepularaîy's ewn sakze as ane cf the most com-.
mon and fatal. It is a Delilah in whese lap rnany a
strang man has been shorn cf bis strength. Akin
te thas is the ambition te sny sharp thinRs and smart
things, and be amusing. But a mînister of the Gospel
is net a peddler nor a shrow niqn, te dispiay wares and
exhibit curiosities. Another, and net tanlike the for-
mer, is envy and jealousy, an accourir of the popu-
larity cf ethers. "But thou, O man o! God, fiee these
(bings, and folew atter love, patience, meekness ;
fight the Saod fight cf faith'whereunto tbou arç
calied2"


