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SIR GARNET WOLSKLEY, ever sinco his command
of the Red River expedition, bas entertained a good
opinion of the akill, pluck and endurance of Canadlans.
In organiung the expeditlon tc Khartoum, for the
relief of General Gotdop, ho Is desirous of obtaininga
Canadian contingent of ;00 voyageurs, together with
several militla officers. Lord Lansdowne, who has
been communicated with on he subject, bas lastituted
Inqulries as to the possibility of obtaining the numbes
and kind of men required. It is found that thera will
be no difficulty in securing the full number of volun-
teers. In a short time it is likely that a body of
Canadian raftsmen will take part in the expedition to
fres General Gordon from the confinement of Khar.
toum. They may be relied on to perform efficiently
their part of the service.

OUTBREAKS of fanaticlsm are not confined to any
age orrace, Every now and again the wildest vag-
aries come to the surface, One ofthe latest instances
recorded has occurred in Chicago, It transpires that
thers is an institution there bearing the pretentious
name of the ¢ Home for God's Orphans.” Several of
its managers are befors the courts charged with gross
and want~n cruelty to infants entrusted to their care.
Many of them died through want of proper attention.
There is a further charge of locking up the little ones
separately in dark rooms, and subjecting them gener.
ally to severe discipling and starvation. If these
charges against the managers of the % Home for God's
Orphans” are sustained, It is to be hoped that those
who have profaned the sacred names of God and
charity will meet with such punishment as the inhu-
man treatmens of helpless little chiidren deserves.

THEworld'sconventionof Young Men'sChristian As-
soclations, held in Berlin Jast weak, devoted much time
to the discussion of topics in relation to the practical
work of the assoclation in rcaching and influsncing
young men, The subjects of immorality and intem-
perance were discussed. Nearly sixty American and
Canadian dclegates wer? preseat, The fourth day of
the convention was devoted to varlous religious exer-
cises and a conference on religious work. The fare-
well meeting was held in the evening and the conven-
tion closed. Addresses were fdelivered Ly Count
Bernsto:ff, Baron Rothkirch, of Betlin ; Mr. Feorge
Williams, of J.ondon ; T.2vs. Dr. Dalton, of St, Peters-
burg; Dr. Schafl, of New York; Dr. Welch, of
Auburn ; Captain Legaronantz, of Sweden; Baron
Schleambach, and others. Thelresult of the mesting,
it is confidently hoped, will be to greatly strengthen
the association in Earopean countries and give a fresh
impetus to its labours on this continent.

ONE of those wretched tragedies, accountable only
on the scorc of insanity, last week startled a qulet
Canadian village, Had it occurred where sensations
of the kind are coramon, {t would not have been quite
so surprising. Crime and insanity, however, have no
particulay Zabifal, A young man who had bomsa
good reputation, principal teacher in the Markdale
schoo}, whars ha discharged his duties with fidelity and
succeess, became enamoured of a young lady fellow-
teacherinthe same school.  His attentions were coldly
received, but be was persavering, and ons moming
iately, duriis sckool kours, hyentered the room under
her charge xud engaged ina leagthened conversation,

At it closs ho pointedly asked the young lady if she
would marry him, when she decidedly said “no” He
then fired a shot i her face and followed it-by two
others, He thon shot blmself, inflicting fatal ibjuries
from which bz died. .Strangeto say, sha survived the

am.ck, and at last accounts it wac hoped that she might

yotrecover. Ifthisterrible occurrence docs not indicata
a disordered brain it reveals 2 wild, unregulated, pas-
slonate natare, )

THOUGE the ravages of cholcra bo:h At Tonlon sad
Marsellles. 2re less viruleat than they Wero. 3 few
weeks ago, the disease sill conﬁnucs to linge: in zhese
dtics, wheze it:mads Its. first: appwance in. Enrope

this season. It is still spreading in Italy, where at
many polints it is dally cutting down its victims. For
a short time the deaths In Itallan towns have bzen
averaging about forty a day. As yetthe sccurge has
been kept out of Great Britaln, and no authentic cases
aro reported to have occurred on this continent,
though there havo been repeated scares lest vessels
beanng the infection should reach our shores. As
yet quarantine regulations and sanitary precauations
have been sufficlent to ward off the plague, Cooler
weather aund (he advance of the sexson may wantant
the hope that for the preseut, at least, wo may escape
the approach of the dread visitant. If, however, the
danger is less imminent than it was a few weeks ago,
there would bs no justification in permitting the ordi-
nary laws of health to baviolated through carelessness
or neglect, It is not only when cholera threatens
that matters portainlng to domestic and personal
cleanliness should be attended to, Sanitary reformis
always in order,

SINCE the formation of the Industrial Exhibition
Association of Toronto, the great fairs held under
its ausplces have been uniformly successful. Great
energy, enterprise and tact have characterized its
endeavours, not only to make the anaoual display as
attractive as possible, but thess immense gatheriogs
have stimulated invention and improvement. Each
year has been a decided advance on former exhibi.
tions. Frem preparations already made it may be
confidently expected that the Exhibition commencing
op the 10th inst., will surpass all former atiempts, not
only in Toronto, bu$ throughout the Dominion, Itis
geanerally 2dmitted that the Toronto Industrial Fair
has superszded all others in Canada, In addition to
the extensive exhibits of an agricultural and industrial
kind, and the usual artistic displays, 2 .number of
attraclions are promised, well fitted to gratify and
amuse the many thousand spectators coming from all
parts to witness what promises to be the greatest Exhi-
bition ever seen in the Dominlon. Among the novel-
ties of this year’s dlsplay may be mentioned the run-
ning of a train by electricity, and a number of special
entertainments, The grounds and buildings will be
illuminated with a blaze of clectric light.

THE Egyptian difficulty, which the British Govern.
ment has been trying for the past three years to solve,
is apparcotly as great to-day as it was when Alexan-
dria was bombarded. Up to the present no satisfac-
tory solution has been reached. The object in view
seems shrouded in mist. It is possible that the
measures contemplated will disentangle the firancial
embarrassment after a time, The Mahdi is still in
undispated possession of the Soudan, ard it does not
appear to be the desire of the British Government
that he should be dispossessed. Osman Digma com-
mands o large force of rebels threatening various.
points, All toat has been attempted is simply to keep
him and his marauders in check. Geaeral Gordon
went te Khartoum, which no doubt ke has kept from
falling into the hands of the enemy, but what else has
heeffected ? The general impression seamed to be that
his magical influence would be sufficlent to disperse
tte hostile Arabs, and pacify the disturbed regions on
the Upper Nile, Now itis found necessary to send a
formidable expedition to rescue him, When the
modern paladin has been delivered what will bs the
result? Wil the disordered state of affairs in Egypt
be in a more satisfactory or hopeful condition than
they are now? Hitherto it has net been customary
for Great Britain to dawdls over a:foreign entangle-
ment, as it bas done in the Egyptian affalr.

WAR bstween ‘France and 'China has vistually
begun, The French vessels lylng menacingly off
Foochow. opened ﬁrc, played havoc with the Chinese
flotilla opposing them, apd dld sex'ious damage to the
arsenal. The slaughtet was .great, thongh its foll
extent has aot yet heen, accuxately asmned. 'I’ho
' Chinese Kiiled and 3 waounded greatly. outnumber the

‘French casualtles, Two French vessels werg disabled. -
’I‘he mpmr* of’ tho dty, horevcr, was not such an’
easy affair a.sthe ﬁrst blow truck ch tho ‘.!;‘xench tov

-

Jand

his opportunity

anticipate, The Chinese made 2n obstinate defence,
and succeeded in preventing the neaver approach of
thelr antagonists, Resistance rouses the animosity
and determination of the French. They threaten to
seiza the lsland of Formosa, and to hold it until peace
is secured, and the claimed indemnlty pald. There
are iadications that tho war wiil oot he prolonged.
Should such anticipation prove correct, many dangers
will be averted. A serious war in China would inevi.
tably lead to dangerous complications among the
Lutopean poners bevaause of (heir jarges commerclal
interests in the east. Out readers will watch with
interest the progress of events in China, and thelr
beariog on the mistionary operations in Formosa, In
peaceful times the Chiness are jealous of foreigners,
and when exasperated bty what they consider an
unjust aggressive war, they are not likely to discrimi.
nate carefully,

A FEW French Canadian journals vizw the meeting
of the British Association in Montreal with anything
but favour. They have been indulging Ixtely in fre-
quent tirades against Protestantism and Feeemasonty,
To the average ’abitant these are terrible evils,
Charges of being a Protestant or Freemason do great
service in election contests, and are conuquently
little thought of generally. Their reproduction in
connectlon with the British Association have not the
sams immediate political purpose to serve as in ordi-
nary cases, Le Fournaldes Tross Rivieres in a recent
number, referring to the arrival of large numbers of
members of the Association, says of them thut “it s
well to know that they are for the most part Free-
thinkers, Protestants and Freemasons, and that their
efforts cannot fail to be most injutlous to the interests
of religion,” In its fanaticism, however, the crgan
falls into a most ludicrous blunder. The Duke of
Kent, when in Canada, lived in a house near Mont.
morency. It was afterwards named the Duke of
Kent Lodge. The present owner of the house has
extended a cordial invitation to members of the Bri.
tish Association who may visit the renowned falls in

the neighbourhood. From this the zealous French
Canadian scribe draws the inference that the resi-
derce is the headqaarters of 2 Masonic Grand Lodge,
and adds that the invitation is a praof “that these
pretended savants are better versed in the affairs of
Masonry thar in those of true sciesce.”

NATIONAL, like other friendships, are liable to
change. The general good feeling that existed
betwezn France and Eogland since the time of the
Crimean war, has of late been greatly weakened, In
the Franco-German war English sympathy was
largely with the Teutons. Then there has been very
little English sympathy with the petty agressions in
which France has been engaged for the last five years.
Matters were made worse by disagrecments over
Egyptian aflairs, when the French sullenly witk-
drew. Then what most people, except Freachmen,
considered an upjastifiable interference with the affairs
of Madagascar did not tend to remove the distrust
of Gallic restlessness and petty ambition. At the
same time similar tactics were pursued in tae east,
and Anham and Tonquin are now virtually under a
French protectorate. Out of these last complications
the present hostilities at Foochow have arisen, The
strangest phase of national alienation is that of Gez-
many. The German press has of late hean more or
less violent in its attacks on England, and more than'
usually complaisant to their late foe, The German
Chancellor has no doubt his object to secure in all
this,as it is taken for granted that depunciation of
England in the official press has béen inspn'e Bolh
France and’ Germany are anxions to colonlze. y Sc ata
ately’ England sin the way of each, "but unite.dly they‘
could more eﬁectivcly brave England’s opposiﬁon.

'Squabbling ‘over remuie settlenients on -the Atrdein

coast’ lspossibly a blmd for moxq saxious al!eradons
-of the European map‘ Itis surmlsed that” Germ:my
'has certain decigns on Holland B!smarckls ambitiozs
to havd a German navy, and for-thls “scaports axe

-nesded, -12:the. present uncertalaties of the Dutch.

snceossion, and 2 ruptared friendship batwees Eng:
-and: Franco, the German. Chaucellor - discerns
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