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THE STATE OF THE MISSION FUNDS.,

E callspecialattention to the state of the various

funds of the Church, as given inanother column.

1t will be seen that there is pleaty of room for the liber-

ally disposed coming in with additional benefactions,

so that there may be enough and to spare for efticiently

carrying on all the different departinents of the work
of the Church,

THE “BYSTANDER? AND CREEDS

T would, of course, never do for the  Bystander *
not to have its ukase ssued on the subject of
creeds, or to fail by & wave of the hand and a passing
rematk or two, to dispose of the whole difficulty and
silence all gainsayers, A couple of pages in our
omniscient cotemporatry can settle the whole mauter,
and any one disposed to doubt and object even after
such a finding must, we suppose, be dismissed as
incurably “narrow ¥ and hopelessly obtuse. \Wuth
the imposition of creeds, confessions, ot articles, by
the instrumentality of pains and penalues, civil disa.
bilittes or physical force, we have nothing to do, and
1n defence of such proceedings, have not a single word
to utter.  Religtous opinion s too subtie a thing to
be regulated by ctvil authonty, and the religion of
Chnst 1s by fat too spintual and too sacred to be
becomingly either propagated or muintained by sec-
ular governments or physical violence. A religious
test as a passport to civil office, or asindispensableto
the cnjoyment of any of the privileges which oughtto
be commen to all citizens, of cuurse involves persecu.
tion, 1s an evident temptation to hypocrisy, and the
fruntful parent of many and grievous .«ins, Not a
word can be said in defence of either the corporation
or university tests by which for generations, the most
serious and conscientious of Englishmen were kept
out of cival office and deprived of the advantages of
a umversity education.  But all this, though 1t may
grandly round off a sentence, has nothing whatever to
do with the gquestion which the  Bystander® oro-
poses to discuss and settle in a few supercilious, but
ave very logical or enlightened, remarks.  Even in
the matter of university tests, the conscience twas
consulted, though, we acknowledge, ina way which no
State had a right to adopt.  Many paid the penalty of
their conscientinusness by foregoing the objects of theis
laudable ambition, and by sacrificing all t+.e possibili-
ties of a liberal education. The careless, the scanda-
lous, and the conscienceless, signed away their own
nonour and sacrificed theit self-respect in many cases
for a mess of pottage. It was agnievous wrong which
the State did at on.e to the conscienceless who
signed and-to the conscientious who refused. We
have fallen upon comparatively betier- times, but to
say that the procedure involved in the corporation or
university tests of England scts reasonably forth the
rationale of crecds, confessions, or articles, 1s to make
an assertion we should much rather not charactenize
as we think 1t deserves.  Tobeunjustly sempted to do
violence. to conscience by the threa: of social ostra-
cism and cwvil disabulity, 1s one thing ; to be required
to adopt the views and conform to the regulations of
a religious community which owes its very external
existence to individual conviction, and 1s 1 us es-
sence “not of this world,” before being admitted to
its fellowship and enjoying its privileges, 1s something
very diffierent. Nobody is forced to join tlus lateer
community or Church. Indeed, the idea of forcs is
alien, shall we say, to s very “ rafionale,” and soar,
whenever attempted, strikes at its very existence.
it is no hardship for any man-to be outside of tne
Anghcan Church or of the -Presbytenan, or of any
otber which could be mentioned, so long as he is con-
scious that he does not possess the prerequisites :of
membership.  Indeed he could not-be comfortable in

any othet position, When the monstrous theoretic
figment of an established Church Irto the membership
of which every one in & community is sald to bs as
necessarily bomn as he s Into clvil citizenship, {s given
up, a3 It is now throughout almost the whole of the
'rotestant world, there is not the slightest ground Jor
indulging In inflated and foundationless. declama’.on
about unreasoning authority ot * pains and penshles.”
If any Church is foolish or even fatuous envugh to
maka its terns of membership enher unreasonatl)
strict or Indefensibly nasrow, so much the worse for
it It will either die or change. Outriders who can-
nol conform to its terms have but to leane it severcly
alone. Thero 13 nio use of any one being so absurdly
Quixolic as to be willisg to be untrue to his moat
cherished convictioss merely to keep a dying ana.
chronism alive ot to rekindle into flams a heap of verd.
tableashes, Tho dead man and thadead Church will
alike disappear, and have both the only thing possible
for them in the circumstances—more or less decent
interment, The * Dystander” of course settles the
whole thing with a jaunty, pltying air o1 conde-
sccoaton when it asks, ' Can it really be supposed
that an English or Scotch student, by the time he is of

age to be ordained, has himself found all the truth in.

the Thirty-nine Articles or the Westminster Confes-
sion? Surely not.” \Why not? Nobody forves himts
be ordained at any age, and il he either cannot ander-
stand or cannot accept any of the propositions in the
symbolical documents of this Church or that, he has
his remedy always at hand, and he ought to be hon.
est enoughto use i,  He need not jolin that Chusch,
He need not enter that ministry. “But he may
<hange his opinion afterwards.” Well, and what
then? Isstsuchanawfulthiag to betrue toone’scon-
victions, and to sacrifice ease, emolument and even
1" utself when thase can no longer be held with a
clcas consctence and an unsullied honour, that pro-
vision must be made so that, come what may, the
conscience shall be untempted to falschood and the
loaves and the fishes shall always be.sure? This
gives but an sgnable idea of life, of Christian princi.
ple, and of personal sell-respect. It would tusn the
Church of Christ into a mere debating club, and
make it, what we acknowledge an established Church
must logically and in equity always be, so widely com-
prehensive as to embrace within its ample folds those
who belicve everything and those who believe nothing
with all the intermediaries—for who can tell to what
any of these in the lapse of years may “ grow 2"
With what we must be permitted to call surprising
innocency, and even more than usual elevation, the

-* Bystander ” reraarks . “ The more honest a man 13,

the less difficulty he will have in being faithful 10 a
coriract, even though he may have ceased to think it
advantageous to him ; but the more difficulty he will
have in continuing to profess a creed when he has
ceased to find it true.” \We should just think so. An
“honest man " won'f continue to “profess a creed
after he has ceased to find it true,” and no man and
no Church would wish him to do so, We beg the
“ Bystander’s” pardon, for it seems to think that
either the man ought to sacrifice his conscience for
the good of the Churck, ot the Church ought to sacri.
fice its principles, which its other members have noz
found antrue—in order to retain the man/ And yet
after all this, our mentor kindly recommends the re-
iention of creeds, though for what conceivable pur-
pose 1t would be diflicult to imagine, for if a- coach
and s1x can be driven through the average Act of
Parllament, a coach- and sixty on our “ Bystander’s "
principles could easily be driven through any creed
that was ever framed, or even evet dreamed of ! Hear
the conclusion of the whole matter—the latest revela-
uon of supenor wisdom—the last suggestion of the
“ honest ” and the free, to the.* reverend erypto-scep-
ucs” and the “bond-thralls ¥ who fret and fidget un-
der-ccclesiastical fetters, and long for a test which
will test nothing, and & common boad which will not
bind any man to any opinion, but will ealy guarantee
1n perpetuity his social position and official income,
though he should become a creedless Agnostic or a
funicus unbeliever ; “ As todoctrine, the time will soon
come,-so far as Protestantism is concerned, for a new
ordination test, binding the minister at all times to
teach what he believes to be the truth,” Wil it in-
deed 7. -Doss it not do this in the only haonest sense
at present? If not, what a cave of Adullam -every
Chnstian Chuirc. 'will become 1n the .good. ume near

at band 1. -Indeed, it will not 1equirs that jt should be -

“Christian” at all. Teach what you like, only be

“honest ™ to your convictions and go ahead ! Nay, ..
that caso the Church will not require to exist as .
separato organisation at all, The “honest” Atheis.
and the *“ honest ® Calvinist have at last found a cor.
mon meeting place, and the one dear mother, th.:
used to be called Church, embraces all. Only to L.
sure, it Iy possible that In this coming millenntum, .,
may be voted, that as the “enlightened® cannot sce
how any man «an “honestly* ba a Calvinist o1 .
Presbyterian,alisuch shallbeput beyond thepale of tw.
eration till they learn not to sin agatnst “honesty® an.
till they ceasa to be enemies of * common sease” an.'
“advanced culture

Is this a noble Idea of the ultimate.developmen,
and final condition of that “ Church of Christ,” which
that ardent, and not aliogether either stupid or “dis.
honest” man, Paul,represented as purchased “with H.s
[Chelst's) own blood 2* 15 this, the suppoasedly Gnal and
fuli rutionals, not of all creeds, but ofthat which s sup
posed to lio behind all such, worth the trouble of tak

Ing up, after It kas been thus most solemnly, not 1o , .
say pompously, made known2 At the risk of being

pitylngly regarded as at once * narrow” and “shal.
low,” we frankly acknowledge that we cannot see tha
It is. Pau),in that casc, was a double-distilled fou,
for beshering himself about having persecuted thr
Church of God, or having been a “ blasphemes,” whea
ie knew that he had done It all in unbelicf, and hau
been all the while as honest, truthful and earnest o
man as ever walked the footstool.  “ The chief end of
man,” in that case is, simply, not to be a hypecnte,
and the preatest saint and the grc:ueﬁ"' sinner are on
a moral lavel if they bo equally honest and equu,
outspolr 3. Paul was, according to this, a foolish,,
short sighted man, when he advised people to “go
without the camp bearing Christ's reproach,” when he
ought to have agitated for the ““ camp * being madeso
large that there would have been no * without ” (o 4o
‘o. 5

We hau intended to notice another statement of the
“ Bystander ” about * practical Christianity ¥ being e
*one strong bond ™ in all Cherches, but murt reserve
what we have to say on that point for anothe: Issue.

MORE ANGLICAN EXCLUSIVENESS.

T seems that the friends of temperance in the cny
of Quebee and vicinly have been lately moviny
for the cstablishment of a anion formed of persons v
ail denominations, with the view of “ promoung tem-
perance, ‘reforming the .ntemperate, and removing
the causes which lead to intemperance.” It was
thought that all might coliperate in such a woin,
Not so, however. The Anglican clergy, strong in whe
idea of apostolic succession, would consent to take
part in such a- movement only on condition that ail
the officers should be laymen, and that all devotional
exercises should be conducted exclusively by the said
officials of the Society. Their reason for this course
of ‘action is, they say, simply that they might, if the,
became members of a Soclety. which “ would publiciy
and formally accept the ministrations of all ministess,
be thought to be recognizing as * duly commissioned -
and “rightly ordained" those whom the Chrch o
England does not recognize as such. The very pos-
sibility of such a result fills them with horror, and
therefore they propose that all clergymen of whatever
name shall enter the Society simply as pnwvate in-
dividuals, and never dare to pray at any of its meet-
ings for the blessing of God upon theis labours. Tius
surely 18 sacerdotalism run mad, and yet it 1s not a mat-
terat all to be wondered at, though'itis surpnising that
1t 13 not ‘perceived by those very -precise gentlemen
that 1n consenting to associate with the ¥ Dissenters,
on ary terms, for any purpose; they give up the whoie
matter, unless those “dissenting® ministers -them-
selves agree to such an amount of self.degradation as
to be known and treated as simply “laymen? in an
the work of the proposed union: We shall.sappose
that this Society has been formed on the'terms pro-
posed with a “lay ¥ chairman, a ““lay * secretary; and
a “lay” committee. The minutes of last meeting are
to be read, and the names of those present mentioned.
“#Reverend,” of course, must not be ‘spoken in con-
nection with the name of any dissenting “layman”
“that preaches” Consequently the “:Reverend” W.

B. Clark must appear as Wi B. Clark, Esq., and the -

4 Rev.":Dr, Mathews must bzcome G. D, Mathews,
Esq. If otherwise, there would be:the ¥ recognition®
by Anglicans preseat, of ministers whom the Church of
England does not recognize as anything but “ laymen.®
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