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. y .," Glory to God in the Mighest, and cn Earth peace, good will toward men.” ) . v
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BIOGRAPXTY. be comfortable, with a blessing o o conteuted aud ! hiolinoss, the motives and moans for its attainaent,
> 2 sl satislicd heart. and the dutiful obligation to  glorifly God with oue
LEGH RICHMOND. “ So pray for bodics and our spirit%, which are bis.”
{conTinuzDn.} * Your affcctivnate hushaud, Tho following account of Mr. Richmond's pro-

Nir. Richmond's coonexion with tho Lock chapel
was ot of very long durztion. A few wocks alter
he had been oxurcisiog his ministry in this place,
the rectory of Turvey, in Bedfordshite, became va-
cant by the deatit of tho lato Rev. Erasmus Middieton,
- author of * Bivgraphin Evangelica.” Mrs. Fuller,
an emiunently pious lody, was at that poriod in pos-
session of the patrenags of this beaefice ; and be-
mg desirous of comscisutiously fulfilling the import-
ant aud sacred trust committed to her, she wrote to
the late Ambisse Serle, Esq., one of the comuis-
sioners of the Transport Office, aathor of * Hore
Solitare,” snd mony other viluable works, stating
thot ws sbe was much iudebted to Lim for the beno-
fit she had reccived from his wiitings, sho would
present the reetary of Turvoy to any clergywman, of
sunilar seutiments witn himscl, whoin he might
chioose to recommend. Mr. Serle whoat that time
atteaded the Lock Chapel as his constant place of
wor-hip, imwediately fixed on Mr. Richwoud, as
tho fittest persun among his clerical fricnds and con-
nexions to Gl this situation. Itis, however, a fact,
bighi» heuonreble to hiin, and a proof of the purity
of his motives, that Mr. Richmond could with difii-
culty be persuaded to accept the pamnation. To
use the words of ancther tuly pious and cxcellent
elorgyman. who has rofused to cxchange a small
curacy for three liviugs successively offered to hin,
and who, probably from this ci.umstance, will be
mcognise‘f by many of the clerical re-ders of this
memoir, *What cana man want whois uscful and
hoppy I And, to cite thq remark of another, upon
this truly Christian sentiment, ** What can he want,
who bas Chiist in his ministrations, and Christ’s
love in his heart 1"

The objectica which Mr. Richmond maio to his
acceplavce of this benelice, was, the apprebension
that be should cmer & sphere of much less uscful-
mess than that in which he was then engaged. An
oxtensivo field now lay open hefore hiw, and a
competency was pledged to him; but the tewure
was unceriain.  He dreaded, however, to be imiied
in bis exestions to @ Small villago @ nut being aware
at that tumc, that the ponalation of Turvey cousist-
cd of eight or nine hundred souls.

At length, he yielded 20 the judgmeat of his
fricnds, and entered on his lzbours at Turvey. He
was iuducted into the church by Lis fricud Mr. Fry,
on the JOth of July; and, with his fanily. went to
reside at the parsonago, in the month of October
following. At the tiwe of bie inductivn, he wrote
the following letter to Mix. Rickmond :—

¢ Emb:rton, July 20, 1805.

Y amrived safcly, under divine biessing, ot this
good man's house, te diuper, yesterday. 1 have
but a few muuutes, for a few lines; but I must send
that fow. 1 weutto Turvey this moruing, I ke
tho place—} Lke the house ; and 1 foel disposed to
bo well pleased, in spite of casemcnt windows,
which are very good in their kind. 1 was inducted
amul.t the ringiog of bells and cougregation of peo-
ple. who asseialled in troops, to peep at the new
rector, and witcess the ceremony. The chuich is
very bandsomo and comnmodious.  The day is de-
lightful. and overy thiug appeared to advautage.

hero are severu] conveawucies about tho premises.
i ohall reserve all farther paiticulars, for conversa-
tion on Thursday cveuing, when 1 hopo to see you.
To-morrow I go to M:. Higgiox, and to make vari.
ous inquirics at_tho rectory ; and in the cveaing, 1
preach for Mr. I'ry. A vast many discussions, re-
ferences, and setilements must be made; and I see,
taat in the opinion of a}l coacerued, several things
must be allowed to the Miss *iddletons; but others
s0 must bo concedod to me. A very gracious in-
& view took place between us, We went to Bed-
foud, for the nocessary papers for induction.

My first impression of ali the premises at Turvey,
was a favourable onc ; and I am persuaded all may

“The Recror or Turi ev.”

« Kiss little ones.”

Mr. Richmond commenceod his residence at Tur-
vey, in Octuber, 1305, But befure we euter ou the
detail of his musterial labours there, it may be tpro-
jor to advert to tho state and circumstances of the
parish, previous to his appointinent to it as rector.

‘T'he villape of Turvey is situated between the
iwo towns of Bedford and Olney ; being eight miles
& tant from the former, and four frow the latter.
}t was anciently the residenco_of a noble family,
somo of whose warlike ancostors reposo benoath
the beautifu! and spleudid marble inenuments which
advrn the chaucel of the eburch. What was ouce
the manswn, is now coaverted into a farm-house.
Having long ceased to refain its original magnifi-
ceuce, it seoms, In its present form, to aunounce
the transitory character of human grandeur. The
fainily of the Mordaunts, subscquently Earls of
Peterborough, illustrious -as it ouce was in British
histury, and celebrated fer its achivvements in arms,
now no leuger exists, having becomo extinct in the
year 1314, Houw justly may we apply to these in-
stances of the instabdity of all earthly dignities, the
mupressive exclamation of & distiuguished judge of
formor days :—* And yet Timo hath his revolu.
tious ; there must be a peried and an cnd to ll teru-
poral thisgs—an eud of names and dignities, and of
whatsuever is terrenc. For where is Bohun !—
where is Mowbray '——where is Mortimer 7 Nay,
which is morg, and mcst of all, where is Plantage-
net!?! Thoy aro eatombed in the urns and sepul-
chres of mortality !

Previous to Mr. Richmond's incumbency, the vil-
lago of Turvey appears to have been greatly ne-
glected.  The duties of the church were irregularly
performed ; nor was there ever mors thag ouno ser-
vice on the Sabbath-day, in a population of at least
20 iphabitants. The ordisances of religion were
uot respected ; the minds of the people nere gross-
ly ignorat, and their imorals and manuers rude and
disurderly. The Rev. Erasmus Middleton was Mr.
Ricbinond's immediate predecessor; a man distin-
zuishied both fur tus lewrning and prety. By him,
the services of the church were increased ; and the
work of reformation was gradually, though slowly,
advancing, when this faithful minister was prema-
turely cut off, ia the midst of his exertions, baving
retaiged his office only for the short period of onc
year.

Mr. Richmond succeeded My. Middlcton; and en-
tered on his new appointment with a reputaucn for
talents and piety, whicl excited a groat interest in
the neighbourhood, and an expectation of extensive
uscfuluess among his parishioners.  The text of his
first sennon was taken from 1 Cor.ii. 2: * Forl
determined not to know anything among you, save
Jesus Chirist, avd him crucibed.” From these words,
he uafurinly preached on every retutuing anuiver-
sary of bis incumbency, and continued to do so tili
the last year of his life.

Ty these who gverlook the compreheusive moan-
ing of thus passage of holy Scripture, the text may
seem to be too iimited in its view, and to restrict
tho whole summary of divine truth to the doctrine of
the Atoncment, without a due regard to other im-
portant hranches of Christian faith and practice.—
But let it be remcmbered, that the samo Apostle,
who *! determined to know nothing but Jesus Chist,
aod him crucified.” avowd, also, that he had * not
shuracd to declare a)l the counsel of God,” {(Acts
xx. 27;) and, consequeady, the passage smust he
supposed to cowprise, within its ample range, the
full extent and substance of every thing that is need-
ful tu the faith and practice of tho Chinistian : nor is
there a subject, of doctrine or of morals, which is not
essoptially identified with the dactrine of the Cross.
It is there that we best learn the malignity of sin,

the aature and duty of repcatance, the character of

ceeding at Turvey, will couvey to the reader ¢ just
notion of his zoul and judgment, in promoting the
welfare of his parish.

On the Sabbath-dey, there were two regular full
services ; and, in the evening, a lecture, more es-
pecially designed for the young. s weekly lahours
cousisted of what he called his Tuesday-night cot-
tage lecture from its being held suscessively i the
cottages of the poor, whom he assemblod in smnall
zroups, for the purpose of ore familiar and inte-
tor instruction than could be usefully or suitably de-
livered in public. On Friday evening, a lecture
wil, dolivered in the church, the prayers fur the
evening service being previously read ; and, ouce a
munth, he mes the cosnmunicants, on the Satuyday
preceding the sacramegt. He had, also, a weehly
service at tho work-house.  His labours were not
confined to public instructions : like his divine
Master, * he went about doing good.” At the cos-
tages of the poor, he was a frequent visiter ; fulfil-
ing the apostolic injunction. of gowng from * house
to house,” scattering the precions seed, making bim-
self acquainted with their spiritual state, and gather
ing, from their answers, uscful hints aud reflos-
tions for the earvices of tho succeeding Sahbath.

A Sunday-schivol has been established at Turvey
for many years, endowed by Charles Higgins, Lsq.
who bequeathed £300 in support of the charitg.—
Joha Higgins, Esq. of Turvey Abbey, his pephew
and successor. has geuerously pail an interest for
the bequest of £20 a wsar. The School, thuugh
well attended before, had its numbers coosiderably
increascd, aud its_regulations greatly improved by
the new rector.  He appoiuted a master of real
piety : justly cousidering, that on the principles and
chararter of the teacher, the efliciency and usefub
ness of these institutions materially depend.  Ms.
Richmoud was accustomed to visit the schoul pre-
vieus to diving service; afd, for tho children’s bine-
fit chicfly, he engamed in a third service in the
charch, on the Sunday ovening. lere the first
fruits of his ministry appeared. The conversion
of two young peuple, who afterward died in the
faith, followed Lis mtroductory address to children.
Mr. Ricluond, indeed, was peculiarly hapny on
these occasions, and no part oll his labours was as-
tended with a more suiking cffect.

Shordy afterward, he established a Fricndly So-
ciety. Objectious hove nct unfrequently been imade
to socictics of this description, and a preference
given to savings-banks. It muast be adimtted, thay
some of these uhjections are not without foundation.
It has been said, * that the usual subscription of the
inetabers is iusufiicient to furnish a fund for the sup-
port of the aged—an insufficiency greatly iucreased
by gross mismanagement. That ordinary friendli
socicties are republics of tho worst hind; in whic
are found no nicu of talent or judgme i 1o control
the disorders of their meetings, whi .l too often pre-
sent sceneg of drunhenucess, contention, aud inisap-
plication of their funds i—evils which, sooncr or
later, never fail to issuc in Dankruptey. Thata
fifth part of the funds is regularly allowed for liquor,
under the idea of ercouraging the landlor 4, at whose
house the subsciiptions are usually paid.  "That the
system is productive of much immerality. ‘That
the poor man is alicaated froms his home, and longs
for the oxcitement of company. Ihar associationa
and babits are foriued, w |li('{l brin_ cu 2 train of
serious evils. That, to the sum &llowed froro the
club, the poor man oficn adds al-  part of bis
weekly earnings, and, instead of exercipn;g piudence
and economy, he wastes his meney in utemperato
indulgence. These abuses of benefit -ucicties have
disgusted wmany persons, and induced then to give
a preference to saviogs banks, unaccompauicd with
annual dinners ond monthly reseits to the public
house. Admitting, however, the existenev of these,
evils, and without detractiug framn the great public



