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feeds, like the Crossbill, on the seeds of the
pine, the ]îemilock and the iarch, and whcen so
employed often hangs hecad downward, swinging
from thie end of the branchi like the Titmouse.
They are said also to be very partial to the seeds
of the titistle, feeding on them muchi after the
mnanner cf the .Anierican Goidfincli, wlîich, this
finch resetubles sexnewhat in its fiight, and also,
in îlic character cf its song, the notes cf îvhich
tire clear and sweet, and uttered frequently on
the wingý,. It glides titrougli the air in deep,
graceful curves, emitting, likze the Goldfinch, its
cominen cail-note as it riscs and falîs inaits
flighit.

The general colour of the upper parts of the
Pine Finchi is yellowish-grey, streaked with dark
broiwii; the wvings and tail dusky, margined with
greyish-white ; the bases cf the secondary quilîs,
the tips cf their ceverts and the margins of the
runip feathers, cream-coioured, bnightening imito
yellow on the runmp ; the lower parts greyish-
whitc, tinged ivith brow-n on the fore-neck, and
ail streaked with duil browvn; laterall tail feathers
yellow on the 1< -wer hall.

Tlie Lessur -Red Pull (.ýgith.us .Linaria) is a
muere or luss censtant i isiter at this seasen cf the
year, and may frequently be seen- gleaning its
scanty fecd cf dlifferent kinds cf seeds ini our
gardens and orcliards, or feeding by thle road-
sides uni tie catkins cf the eider and the birch.
They guenerally îîîeve in ]ittle cempanies uf seven

ore., seniutiinesasuiany as fifteen ortwventy,
flyîng suiiiewlîat in the undulatory nianner cf
the Geldfinch ai-d Pine Linnet, anîd uttering a
cali-nete ilet unlike that cf the latter bird.

Their fued consists cf the seeds cf the larch,
bindli and aider, and cf various grasses and wild
planits. 1 have seen themn aise feeding, luke the
Goldfincli, un tlic seeds cf th -e sunflewen, and
somnetimes, theugh rarely, on tie thistle. On
aligliting on a tree or bush thîey d-isplay great
quiclune 1 and agility in seanclming for their food,
picking at tie buds while perched over them, or,
swinging head downward fromn the end cf a spray
of birch or aider, extraet the seeds from the pend-
ant conesriitithe greatest dextcrity. Theya:'e by
no means ashy bird, butwiill ahiow themnseives
tobe approached very lsl before taking flight.
If dîsturbed whlen fecdimîg thiey will risc froin the
trec or stuip, and after perforiiiiîig cite or twu
-%vide, circling llig]îts in depl umîdla-tiens, wvill
aliglit again iiearly ini tic same spot, and .after
plumning tiienîseives -and chatteng togethier for
a few minutes, recenIimience te fced as before.

The plumage oi the Red Poli is a ricli crimison
cxi the cnowvn cf tu had ; a, band edgimg the
forehiead, the loi-el space anîd the thiroat, brown-
ish-black ; the revensed foatliers on thc base cf
the bill, yeliowisi; the hind part cf the head,
the neck, the fore part cf the back and thc scap-
ulars, yelcwish-brom-ii; thc feathiers on the
hmnd part cf the back miargined with wvhitish and
tippcd with carmine ; the wings and tail dusky,
ivith yeilowishi-brown edges, and two transvecrs'
bauds cf ii saie on thc tips of the firat row, cf
amail coverts and the secondary coi-enta. Tiel
sides cf tie nèck, its forepart, the breast andi
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flanks, ricli carmine ; the iiiiddle uf the 'bruist
the abdomenî and the lowur tail covcrts, whîite
tinged with rose colour, the sides longitudinally
streakedl -witli dusky.

That beautiful bird, the Snowy Ovi (.XyctLa
.Nivca), is occasionally seen ini tlîis part of Cati-
ada during, this anîd the tm u succuudinig iienthis.
I have net met withi a spuceiiuin ill this imniiie -
diate neighbourheod for iiiany ycars, but at cune
time they were net unceuiein on the Peninsuit
or Island forrcing the seutheuri bouîîdary of thie
harbour of Toronto. Its pirtiality for fisli may,
perliaps, account for its fruquenting' se barc anîd
bleak a spot. It fceds aiso upon birds of lare
size, sucli as grouse and wild ducks, but conde-
scends evcn te squirrels and rats and miice,whiei
other gaine is scarce. Its putre wvhite plumnage j
rendering it scarcely discernibie freini the sur-
rounding sneWv, and its rapid, iteiseluss filt
make it a xnest formidable hunter, and it is but
seldom that its destined prey escapes its rcsist-J
less talons.

0f its place and niede cf bruuding but littie is
k..uwn. Il is said te breed eccasionally beth ini ï
Maine and New Brunswick, but 1 hiave neut melt
with any authentic descriptien cf its nust er
eggs.i

The plumage cf the Snewy Owl is particularly
seft and compact ; the guneral celur, white;
the face, ferehecad, nape, fore-neck, attrierpart
cf the breast, abdomen and rump, uîispetted -
the upper part of the head and back niarkudJ
with crescent-shaped brown spots, and the breast,j
sides and thigli ceverts niarked with transverse
curved Unes cf the sanie celour ; wing coverts,
'ing? and tail, barred with transverse, obleong
dar bown spots.

0f the birds 1 have just been describing, some, 1
like the Snewy Owl, the Snow Buntiîg and the
Pine Grossbeak, arrive at this particalar sea-jj
son, and leave us ag,,ain on the approacli of
spring ; others, ]ike the Crossbill, arc more fre-
quently seen in the deptli ef -winter, althoughi
met with. in some parts of Canada throughout
the whole year.

In addition to both these Classes, hiowever,
there arc flot a few cf our suimmer friends, (miany
more perhaps, than most persons not observant
of such thingys would imagine !), îv]îose notes and
famniliar cries are hieard more or less frequently
breaking the solitude of the -woods and fields
throughfl ail the drcary winter season.

The screami of the Bine Jay (OyannUî 0rist «ta),
one cf the handsomnest as well as the noisiest
cf the tenants of our woods, xnay bc ]îeard just
as often in the depti of winter as in tlue mniddle
of summer, his accommodating appetite enabling
him to, feed 'ivith as much apparent reiish on
beecli nuts and acorns, the seeds of the pine
and the bernies of tho miountain ash, as oit his
summner fare oz' strawberries, cherries, cater-
pillars and grubs.

Of th&e'VoodIpecker tribe both the HairyWýood-
peckcr (Picus Villosa), and the silill smaller spe-
cis, thc downy Woodpecker (Ficus PLubescena),
may be seen hard at -work in the very coldest
weather, tapping away at the holow trulk of


