THE CANADIAN,

the right way to bring sister branches '
together, to strengthen the fraternal
tles that should oxist so strongly be
tweon the members of this great Cath.
olic assoclation, it will give us an .
opporiunity to discuss publicly and to
advise the reprecentatives he propor
amendments to endorse at the convon-
tions. !
I will not impote any furtter on
your valuable space, and thank hindly .
for the same. :
Joun Strron, i

25, '8, Br, 162,

Moncton, April
Dear Edltor : '
The April number of the CaNAbIAN )
has an article from Brother Sutton on |
Btenuial Conventlous. I believe that
he has taken up this question solely for ;
the good of the association fromn this i
csoint of view, that he is within his
rights will be admitted, I think, and
that he is performing a duty is beyond ,
& doubt to my mind, If I thought other- .
wise I would not be taking vp your
space also. That we are *‘rushing in |
where angels fear to tread" is possible; |
that we will do our duty like vsterns
should not be expected, nor should it be

temptation to be shinlng lights and
‘' got there "' is ever with us, & uni
versal rule the world over stuce the
time his Satanic Majosty is eald to bave
started out as a fulse shinlng light
Shining lights that are not faige lights
are what our Assoclatlon requires to
keop on gulding it into the right paths
80 that it may not fall fnto evil ways
May we be fortunate ¢nough to have ai-
ways uone but up to date lights such
that may be of bunefit to our Assocta-
tion and not appear to be out of date
lights shining from a sefish point (f
view, aud then only for such timo as
the Association terves ag & valuable
stand upon which to shine.

With the Association served by true
lights burning with the pure oil of
zeal for the good of the C. M. B. A,
surely the affairs of the Association
could have been wisely managed with
out the apparent great expeuse in
currzd in the past. Perhaps the
future has some good value in store
for usin return for what the past has .

l'cost us, notwithstanding that some

members think that full value is not
obtained through Biennial Conven
fons.

supposed that we have any little or big . Does every branch carefully select
axes to grind, and as we are known to | it8 representative, obliged as 1t wero

be a8 modest as we are harmless none | 1O enforce on & member the bonors that

will make the mistuke of thinking that |
wo are after an ad.

If Biennial Conventious have advan. !
tages over annual ¢onventions, and it
would seem 50 as our asscciation exis's :
without annual Conventions, is not the
time ripe for taking action to ascertain
whether or not our Association could ,
oxist without the aid of Biennial Con- '

ventions and the substituting instead !
an authority clothed with proper power }
and costing less? We are aware from |

experience that Conventions are ex- |
pencive undertakings ; economy wisely |
ltved up to would mean a strong plank |
inthe edifice that the founders of our
Aseociation built and named the C. M. ;
B. A., and if we who earnestly labor to |
carry on the worthy atms which the C. |
B. A., represents wish to see our |
humble efforts take root and produce ,

good fruit wo muct not forget that the . jo

motto ** eternal vigilance is the price:
of safety," then why not fewer coaven- |
tions and save oxpense ? i

We should carefully guard against |
the expenditurs of a dollar unless as I
sured that the nutlay is warrented.
Has eternal vigilauce been our watch !
word when selecting material from our
association to fill representative posi- |
tions? If we have not done so in the !
past we should prepare and do so in |
the future. It is to be hoped thst!
representativo members have con. |
stantly in mind the honors conferred
upon them—honors that have boen
sought after in many instances, so SRY .
the unkindly thinking brothers, in.
stead of the honors secking the holders .
and when sought after ail the more in- ,
cumbent on the holders to give the
association extra faithful service. It
should bs remembered by the rank and
filo that they themsatves have obliga.
tions that must be lived up to as faith.
fully as the oflicersare expected to live :
up to theirs, nevertheless there is a -
Rreater necessity for our leaders to foc)
their respousibility and thereby get the |
rank and file good oxamples. No doubt
thero are many of us who burn to be
shining lights, leadersso to Sy, not
only in tho C. M.B. A. front ranks, but
in other perceful assoclations where it |
is safo to be in the front ranks, especi- '
ally when the ammunition in use is
wind supply, inexhaustable and harm-
less though at times} somewhat incon-
venieat in cases of thin skin, The

pertain to the office of & representative

to a convention, and not seem to hold !
such honor cheaply and to be given to :
any self seeking members, to the in.

dividuals that are sajd to be looking |
out for Number ope everytime?
There are individuals who, like tho;
rest of us, are unabls to see themselves

&s some of the branch (the minority;

sce them, it being their luck that the,
wmajority only see through them when

it is too late, viz., after they have

nothing further to gain through the

branch. This typo of cbaracter is not

agroth of our Association alone, but

!tike weed like thrives elsewhere ; and |
as we unthinkingly assist the weed .
should we not begin to do some think-‘
ing now and weed it out 50 as to avoud |
mistakes belug made in the future ?

With the proper matertal in the ma-
rity of branch representatives at a
Convention there would be no question
as to whether or not, in return for the
cost of holding a Convention, valueis
received ; aud such value would show
up in the selecting at the Convention
the right material for a Grand Coun-
cil, all shining lights constantly burn-
ing with the pure oil of zeal for the
good of the Association and showing
vvidence accordingly. I would regret’
to bave it supposed that 1 am
intimating that you are not now
receiving fatr va.ue under the circum.- !
stances. It would be a stretch of the |
imagination to suppose that our Asso |
ciation should have an idesl grandi
council yot awhile ; we must wait until :
the Association gives proof of an ideal
rank and file, nevertheless all reason
able efforts should be put forth to obtain
if possible increased valuo in return
for the apparent large cost in the select
ing of & governing body or head.

If it i3 necessary to incur the ex-
penses of saven or eight thousand dol-
Iars to eloct & grand councll it is sug-
gested that we msake the term of oflice
longer and save money. The longer
tho period of offico tho greater the
saviug auyway as it is a question with
two sides, and as the side that is madoe
up of representatives to conventions,
aud our ropresentatives in the grand
council can speak with an experience,
not possessed by the rank and filewho,
a8 usual, appear to do what {s termed
the fault finding, it is to be hoped that |
the question merits harmonious con-!

"toJan., 1 lsus

slderation and that in the end it may
bo wis:ly dealt with
Fraternally Youes,
Jao M. Lyvoss,
Moucton, N B, April v 1~

Tur: konor ok Tk ¢y,

Dear Sir and Brother—1 notlea that
A didcussion has been started in the
colutnns of Tur Can v with the
object of finding {f possibiv some means
for reducing the expenses of our Con
voutlons, nnd with your permission |
will submit for covaideration my views
ou that {mportant  estion. Bro
Sutton, of Moncton, N B , favors the
holding of triennial instead of bien
nial conventions. 1 would respect
fully suggest a roduction i the
number of delegates attending the
Conventions, whether the same be heid
biennlally or triennially. 1 thiuk the
number of delegates could bs reduced
by one half or jerphaps by two thirds
without impairing the efliciency of
the Couveutlous for prac leal work
and business.

If our Asscclation continues to grow,

" which I hope ana beiieve ft win, the

number of delegates will socn become
unnecesearily large and perhaps the
Couventions themselves become un-
wieluy, unless some means be tound to
eflect a redquction in the represeuta fon.

Pogsibly an arrangement could be
made whereby the two or thres con.
tiguous branches in each city, co.nty,
or district could come together and
select a delegate for the Graud Conven-
tion. And theso local meetingsor con-
ventlons would cost very little,and they
might be the means of promoting a
healthy emulous and frateinal spirit
among the different branches—some.
thing which would in itself bo a good
thing. ‘

Yours fraternally,
JoJ. Huanes,
Sourig, P. E. L., May 5, 15,
D o —

EXPENSES OF CONVENTIONS.

At a_regular meeting of Dorchester
{New Brunswick} Branch 1c75, on the
30th March the following resolutions
wore passed, after a full discussion
thereof, lasting throughout several,
evenings of mecting : ‘

Resolved that we heartily agres with
the movement put forward by Brauch
1-15, Toronto, to reduce the expenses of
conventions,

That in our opinion a'Grand Council
cousisting of nomore than thirty mem
bers, elected by districts or groups of
branches, or otherwise chosen, as will
seem best to the Grand Councll, would
be as eflicicut as one composed of a do
legate from cach branch.

That when reduced to the number
not exceeding thirty, the Grand Coun
cil shou!d meet yearly.

That this subject should be passed
upon by resolutions by every brauch in
the Domlnion, and such resolutions
forwarded to the Grand Secretary, to
be submitted to tho next meeting of the
Couucil.

L. H. Cuvens,
Rec. Sce.
—
CORRESPONDENCE.

Stanstead, tiue., March In, 1~~,

Editor of Tho Canadian.

Dear Sir and Bro., — I have just
examined the report of the Grand
Ccuuncil of the C. M. B. A. of Canada
for 1x17. 1 find as tho end of It, the .
death record from February 10, 1s-,
This doath record is
too incomplete to be of velue as vital
statistics of the association. It ought

P\ Lasory,
President.

to give tho total rembership and avor-
age age of members each year.  And
it 1t was supplemented by the Super-
vising Medical Exawminer's roport of
the causes of death, clasticd as horld-
ftary or chrosic, and  accidontal
or - acute, with average duration
of membership, wo might come
to  some conclusen  that  weuld
bonefit the Awsociation  In the soven-
teen vears ol the extstenice of the Grand
Council tho vumber of deaths has in-
creased  las the membership  in.
creasal in the ramo  proportion 2 [
have no statlaties on which I can bage
An opinlon  Hasthe agoe ot memberg
been hept at about the samo AvVortage
by the admisston of new wmembers ?
Those statistlcs wonid be necessary to
study in an inteliigent manner the
‘(uestion of mutuality, which 18 very
tmportant. It the death rato is in-
creasing wo must seo if it 15 due to
caures which can be remedled, and
then remedy them  If we cannot, we
must makae provislons against it, 30 ag
toinsure the permanency of the Asco-
ciation. 1 would have somoething to
say of the causes and remedies, but I
prefer to walt for thoso statistics, if
they are available.
Yours fraternally,
Lo A, Lavarwe, M. D,
Med. Examiner Branch 16,

-

MacCABE,

DR.
The Ottawa Special Correspondent of

the London Advertise- 1n referring to
tho Normal Schoo! says :—

As a Normal School for Western On-
tario is about to be erected in London,
a short skeich of the Oitawa Normal
School will be timely., The tnstitution
is situated on a lot of elght or ten acres,
adjoining the militia armory and
grounds. .\s stone is plentltul here,
the structure ia butlt of that material,
and is a substautial, imposing build-
ing. It was opened on Sept. 17, 1535,
with J. A. MacCabe, M A, LL D, us it
principal Dr MacCabe has been most
successful in the management of the
fostltution, and many of the teachers
of the province havo received from him
and his oxpert assistants tralning
which, with natlve talent, has placed
them in the front rank of the profess.
ion.

As I informed you in & lotter I sent
from Toronto while on my way here,
Dr. MacCabe bas & very warm regard
for the graduaies of the institution In
Loundon and the West, soma of whom
were among the brigheit pupils of
thelr year. 1 have already mentioned
several.  Aszother, Miss Mackenzie,
now superintendent of the l.ondon
kindergartens, washighly praised by
Dr MacCabe and his as~ociates on my
recent visit to the itawa Normal
School. The genial doctor is & model
cducationiet. He holds the estcem
aud respect of his «afY in a marked
degree, and 1s thus enabled to secure
that otherwiso would not be attainable.
As president and director of tho
C M B A., Dr. MacCabe has been
known (o the members of that most
useful institution in Western Oatarlo.

St et e e

I always seek the gord that {s in
people, ’ud leave the bad to Him who
mado mankind, and knows how to
round off the corners. — Goethes
Mother.

Love of Mary is a wirdom boyond
art and sclence, literature and philogo-
phy, glving a knowiedge of God,
grace, sln, creation, .lnsus, oternal
and invisible things —Father Faber.




