
whcere does sin seein to show its cruelty and vileness more, than in

moulding a littie child of tender* lifo into a reeIlious and hardened
image of iniquity.

2. As childhood glides into youth and early mianhood still greater
dangers beset its way. The world is stili mnore exigrossing, frcsh
etenues of ploasure open up, and thore is stili less rooin for tlioughlts
<)f Ood. Strcngtli and activity are seeking to cynbody tîeiselves ini
acliievonient and enterprise. The dashing onsot of yottful clîergy
and ambition, are applaudod by the world on evcry side. The,
sprighitlinecss of ever quickeingi hope is encouraged. The undalinted
dlaring that nover Iearned defeat is eîuboldened. In ail the urgency
and onward movemoiît that belong to this period of life, thore is
danger that only a residue, if even that, shall he left for the worship
and service of God.

3. The sober aind steady habits of iniddle age next nmrk the ad-
varice of years; and surcly hîcre, %v'hore the storn realities of life
inake theinscives to bc severely felt, and where the fiascinating
tastes and pleasures have lost their chiefcst charmi, thoro shahl bc n<di
only a residue, but a large first-fruits for the altar of God. The prim
and Cons of life have boon woighced and balaxîcc<l against each other.
But alas, liow often do wvc tind mon ciijoyingt t.e fzattÀ,ed roèaSý and
warining, threiselves befoi'o the glowimg fire Nvhichl they themselves
have kindled, satiatcdl with the fiitncs-s of wealth and picasure and
giving no thouglit to the residue that romaius. It sems ilmost a
pity to disturb theiri iii their solf-satistied coiiposure. It matters
less howcver, wvhen wc know that they wiIl soon disturh1 thcmselves.
For i! not this pleasure already beginning to lose its swectiies' and
is noV this abundanco losîng its satisfaction ? At Mais stage a man
should bo found stocktaking, his workimîg diLys wvill soon bc donc.
He should nowv bc able to tell the %vorld wvhnt truc inuuhood is. He
lias been long enough ini thie strugggle of life Vo show mîarks of the
veteran. H1e should bc telling rawv rccruits of the confliet and
teaching theum Vte art of var. He should hy Iris successes, ho
inspiring those who are hastening on Vo 611l up tire deciniating
ranks H1e should bc pointing Vo the flag which lie liais borne aloft,
iror allowed Vo bc tramnplcd in the dust. But nien are not likely Vo
ho found in the front rank at this point, unless they have been
enga.ged in tire conflict from the first. If they have enjoyed tire
pleu.urcs of the world ail along they do not care to leave the cedar
fire when its glow i8 brightest and warmnest, unless indeed they
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