
THE PI{ILATELIC ADVOCATE.

S"special order" envelop)es (probably specu-
lative) just issued: 1 centavo greenî on
bliie and 12e Carinie on bine.

The newest allegred philatelie f raud, or
ratdier pair of frauds, hiails froîîî Chicago
and Detroit. A inanu ini the windy city ha%
just heen arresteo for counterfeititig
foreign stanips, ani the week before in
Detroit a shrewd salestnan of rare stamips
on original covers nianaged. to get arrested
How'ever, so long as the swindliug is on a
large scale tike tlîis, collectors have 0o1

their side a powerful ally in the United
States federal officiais, who are going to
prosecute this case to the end. There is a
mioral to be found in this success of this
nman who ofi'ered to seli rare staî-nps at far
less thati the inarket priees, but the
reader will draw it for hiniself.

Froin my experienee in auctioîîs "lbuy iii
the East, seli in Chicago" would be a good
thing tii paste in your bat. Prices in that
city run 10 or 15 per cent higlier iii auet-
ions thau hiere.

The new books of stanips are out. Eaeh
book contaizîs 12 two cent sttamps, 2sheets
of 6 starnps with ouled paper between, and
is sotd for 25e -The covers contaiîî a lot
of vainable postal information.
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Information.
BY CHAS. P. ROINSON.

Benzine is the oniy thing that wilI locate
a difficult watermnark without injuring the
guiu. Many persons think that benzine
injures the color or the psiper. This is
only true in the case of one stamp, the 10o
Brussels Exposition in the first color.
With this exception good benzine wiil flot
injure the inost delicate color, or bave any
eff'ect on paper or gum. To b. sure, there

i inmptre benzine lbut tis van be avoi'led,
the (l-drel eing the hcst.

The '«iiisui-aice ietter' sramlps of U. le.
of colonîibi: iejnc-tst3îît i11(11e thi imre reg.
istration, as- the saine couîntry lias aili issue
iiîtended solely for the registiy dIelpart.ietiît.
The 'leuic*a'e ubcî ini coiicctioî Wviti

a systein of ipostal insu raîa:a, the fce p)aid
heing proportionied according tii the value
of the contents wlîich are ilescribed in foul
011 the large label at the bottoux of the
huge stainip. The latter is attaulhed to the
back of the enivelope and lias ilothing to
do with postage or registrat ion.

All staînps of North Boriaco froin 1887
to, date are sold iii alîets "canceled. to
ordèr» with the regular camîcellation, con-
sistiiig of an. ovai coinposed of paraleîl bats.
After the guin is removed it is quite im-.

possible to distiîîguish bctweeîî the cancel.
ed to order sjîeciînien andi one tînît lias been
geunely use1 except by the po.îtion of
the caneUatiomi. 111 ca.ncelingy by the
slîeet the obliteîatioîî is usually a1iplied to
two or four stainps at onîce, s0 that each
stampl lias a part of the postmark only.
This is ordînarily along onîe side for the
high values and in one corner for the
others (le to $1>. The sainie applies to
recelît Labuaîî issues also, iîîcluding the.
bî-colored series aîîd tii. lithographed
4 queen's head" issue.

The enbossing on the issues of U3. S. for
1867 -70 was not a mode of cancelation, but
the purpose was protectiomi. The grilling
die was to break the fibre of the paper and
allow the cancelling ink to so saturate the.
paper as to, nake the removal of the ink by
stamp cleaners almost impossible.

CoUlectors who intend to attend the D.
P. A. Convention should send their names
to the Secretary at once.


