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and suffliciently expresseid by either of the legiti-
mate nounts, Il conditiont," Il situationr," or
"dilcrnma." These examples niay perhaps
ha sufficient, to turn your attention ta the coin-
taon and varied abuse of titis particular terni.

Another Amnerican innovation is the use of
the word "Progress" es a cerb. The pitre
Englishi language recognises this word anly as
a substantice, denouing ani advancemcnt, ia

going forward, an onward course, an iniprove-
ment. Its use as a verb isviwholly ofAmerican
origia; and its adaption as suchi was quite un-
necessary, as tho different operattons wvhich it
is now indiscriininately employed to denote
can ho more definitely anu clearly cxpressed
by the severtti verbs, IIto adrnre," Ilto go
forward or onirard," Ilto incrcasc" and Il 0

iiprorve2 It ishutvcry rccently, inde-ed, that
tbis aew vcrh lias becit stifiiered t0 creep irit
Englisli dictionaries ;the best writcrs stîli
deem it illegitiinnte and refuse to admit it ta
composition ; and aliliougl, perbaps, it has
no%' obtained 100 muchi cut rency bo bc wvholly
abrognted, ycî it is ai bcst an inclegant term,
as a ver>, and sliould bo avoidedl by those wlîo
wish to spcak or write wefll.

The aext verbal corruption borrowed fromn
our neighibours is a most gross and glaring one;
viz., Ille misapplication of the verb " to con-
vene." This verh ireans Ilto cali to-etllrer, 10

asse7mbile," and lias no other definition or ap-
plicationw~halever. But ignorant pcrsons, hap-
pening to know that the adjective "lcourc-
nient" signifies "fittiag. gziiiable, com7nodiozi,
apt," &c., saguly fiiraginedil tht there must
also h3 a verb Il10 con renc," denoting Il10
malte apt or fiîting, 10 accommodate, to ren-
der suitahie or convenient," &c.; and sîîch
persans, douhîless being quite innocent of any
kaowledgr. of the qualities of cuiter verhs or
adjectives, have perverted Ille tise of tlme vel L
Il10 convenc" accordingly. This terin 1 havc
heard used even inleiltvhls when meni-
bers, instead of saying ihat such nnd sucît r
menaure %vould accoittodate a great nuinhet
of persons, have gravely stated that it wouli
"conrend" a nuinerous body of people! Tmi.

corruption is so gross, that it needs imerely hi
thus poinied oui, 10 enahie any reasonable per
son 10 n-void it.

.1nother perversion is in te American us(
of the verb "10o conditct," absolutely, aad wiîh
out a subsequent pronount, thus gîving it
irazning, which zannot possibly beloag to il
The substantive, "cbzditct" signifies "bdta
m'iurý" or "sdf-rnianagerncl;" h ut tbe yenl
"tio çpndfict" docs mtot mea Il o behac." 1

is a transiîive verb, derived froin the Lt
IlConditco," and froin ils relative nature
variably requires a pronoun or îzoun after
to complote ilssignification. "To condit
siruply 10 l'guide or direct, to manage,
lead," the sense of any oncof whichi definit
is incomplete withoui an objeci followving
verh. To conduct a person or thing, theref
or to conduct mnysq, (nseaning, in manan>
guide my own behaviour,) is a compîcte
correct expression; but the Ainerican nmode
using the ver> icithout an object, as IlHou,'
he conduci ?"-Il 8/t conducts very well,"- i
barbarous and unwarrantahle corruîption
'lTe innovation lias arisen, froin forget
thant the substantivc is formned from thte r
ad net t/te ver> front th-r substantive. tï

original ineaning of l'condfict" bas ao re..
once 10 behaviour or deportaxent ; the subsi
tîve "ci3nduct," iluerefore, beinir dcrivcdl fi
the verb, mercly mens, Ilthe nianner in wh
a person maniages lus beliaviour, or condt
htmself," and is n usefîtl 1crm, 10 express a se:
which wvould otherwise require severni wot:
but beingl a compreblensivo and figurative wve
its motaphorical meanîng cannet ho reflet
bnck to the verh froin wliich it %vas itsclf
rived, s0 as 10, enablo Il10 contduct," (absol:
]y,) 10 signify "bt be/tare."

.Many other verbal abuses bave been h
rowed froin our neiglibours, more or l
glarng than ihose alreaidy cxentplificd; ai!
which, although very commnonly perpetre.
even by those who mnigblt bc supposed to
more careful in their pbrnscology, are
gyros.5iy inelegant and vulgar; and should

studiously avoidcd hy ail, wvbo are desirous
acquitîing ibeniselves gracefully in ger',
society. Saine of these comnion errons p.

*sist mercly, in continuing to use words to t

press mcanings, originally legitimate, bîut %vh
have long since hecome obsolete; others

*positive perversions of the ivords, by appli,
L hemin senses to wvbich iîbey bave reallv:

7 reference; and as il is our business t0 inz
I tain, in a British Colon3', tho purmty of :
iEngli. languù'ge, wve shotîld carefully st

ibe genius and idio.-r of ilînt language, i
-regiato our colloqîtinl practice according

the most aitientic models.
tA fewv of the mnny corruptions tbu1s allui
te1 mn' ha iinsianccd, in the vîîlgar use of z

1 WOrds " Ce SS," "lSmart," cc CleCr," ",i

*"Ug/y,"' 4 Grand," IlRiglî(-ateay,", "j
II sot," Sonîe,"I &c. Let us hricfly conc-î

the nature of these abuses.
t "Tc>Guess" legitimately means, Iltocol-s


