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the propcrîy, as te absorb, flot only aIl my
profits, but also ail tho, money 1 niysclf have
put inte the undertak-ing'

IThat canuot be," replied M. Durand, witb
imperturbable phlegm. IlYeu have put thie
hundred thousand francs int the concerm,
yourself;, when yeu came te me, you liad rais-
cd îwelve hundred thousand francs on mort-
gage, and 1 have lent you four hundred thou-
sand francs also on merîgage, making, in ai,
nintîeen hundred îhousand francs laid out; su
thai frorn that sum, te three millions, the valua-
tion you yourself have put upon the propcrty,
is far enough te leave you good scope for the
profits.'-

"Truc, sir: but the four hundred îhousand
francs lent by you, wc-nt to pay some former
engag-emcats, as 1 toMd you at the limue; 1 havc
therefore been compellcd to makec new nues,
depending upon a coniinuance of your gen-
erosity, and have stili, now thnt the buidings
are finished, more than two hundrcd thousand
francs of liabilities te take up?'

«IlVeil, sir, even that mnakes only two mil-
lions one hundred thousand francs, and you
will then have nine hundred îhousand francs1
profit, if your calculations are correct and
honest."

"They are honest, sir," ex-led M. Danenu,
with some warmth; "and xhey WinI prove cor-
rect, if you Winl allow me thc time neeessary
Ie malce a fuir ma-ket of the houses."

The banker opened a drawcr, took out a
paper, and rend some passages frorn it tc. M.
Dancau. "You sec,» added ho, "I he termsof
eux- conîract arc perfeerly clear. 1 have lent
yop on mortiga four hundred thousnnd francs
for four months. This time expires to-no-
row, and 1 should bc quitcjustifled in demand-
iag un immediate and entire reimburse-mene.-
I do flot do se, however; but give yen ai
rnonth's delay, and I think that inase dbing, 1
go beyend wbat my owvn inîexests deznand."

11ln truzîh XL Durand," said the huilder,
wxth a suppliant air, 41il will bce impomsblc fo~r
mea te satisly you se seen."

Iu that case," replicd the banker, oolly,
'yen cannot bci surprised if I adopt the inca-

sqx-s the iaw allows ine, te satisfy mnyselJf.'
"Whaî!" cz.-cà the builder, in dîsniay; 'n

executionl'l
<'hI dcpecnds on yorefte avoid it; by mu-

king prompt paymrcntil
CI<But, six-, tbis is tee brrd. This is trcating

zme with ai rigour youx fox-mer kindness fox-bade
=0 te CXPt.L"

'I thank yen, sir-," sida the baner, bitterly.

"I thank yen, six-; but 1 arn used te ingrat
tude, and can bea-it. I did not treat you wit
rigour when I opened my chest te you; but
when I require back that whicb is my own
then, forsoh, 1 arn a rigorous ranu. It '-
enougyh. I know what remnains: for mo to de.'

"9Oh ! sixir," replied M. Durand, almostii

I disayow frorn the bottorn of my seul; but
swea te yen that te press me se is te ru!
me. You knew ns well as 1, that te pro
purchasers one must appear flot te seek th
Tlxey must bc waited for until they corne
yen, and il is not in a mouili that sucli valu
ble properries eau bc disposcd. of at a fair re
munerating price. Besides, should purchasx-
bc obîained, they wilI ask for trne, and if! 1
not obtain it myvscl hew eauX1 grant il? I
sale, thon, wiIl becomne impossible!'

IlSubstitute another xnortgage for maine;
have no objection," said the banker.

Il.d who uld advancc nioney n
security, that the bouse of Durand thoughtr
satisfacîery? Depend upon il, M. Dura
urged the unfortunate mechanie, "lne one
doubi if yen enferce the payment thus, that'
is because yen censider your funds in dan,
No eue will, for a moment, suppose that a
like yen,the support of thepoor, and hef
of the industrious,-you, who have lavis
your fortune te assisî honest men,--would be
severe tovrnrds me, if I had net deserved it.
somedishencstynrbrcachoffaith. And yct,
Durand, 1 arn bonesi man. I arnke y
ns yctu bave ofien ld me, a child of the
ple, who, have aequired what litule I posaýqess~
horesty and hard labour; and yon would
x-siu both nty fortune and rny reputation.
Ven arc incapable of il-

ïThe bankcr appcared moved by ibis ap
and said-

"Believre me, if 1 had flot a pressing ne.
sxîty for the meney, I wonld net bc seo rigor
but fx-r 1the day on which Y lent it te yon,
had entered into an engagement fer il at
âime, and 1 cannot wiîhdraw mnysel freimi

'-Iu that ca-se, sex," said Danca, in dem
CI I Wil sez;", and ha Prepared Ie ýwiihdn
when the banker callod h:mi back, sayirg-

"Listen, M. Dmane. I donotish te
itscaid that I have ove- failec te help an ho
mian, and a mua of the people, like myselL'

The buildei9s courtienance biightcncd,"
hc waited nith anxiy for the comning po
sal, whieh t1 banker himself sezed a: ai
te uticr. Ai lasu ho decidad, and resurnid

IlAccording te your calculatora% yen h


