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Ganadiay Guangelist)

is dovoled to tho furtherance of tho Gospel |
of Christ ; and pleads for tho union of :
il bielievers in the Lord Jesus in hare |
mony with Lis own prayor recondod in
thoe sovonteenth chapter of John, and ;
on the basis act {orth Ly tho Apostls
Paul in tho following terma: **1 there. |
foro, the prisoner in tho Lord, bescech !
you to walk sorthily of tho calling
wherewith Fo wero called, with all lows!
tiness and meokness, with long autfer.
ing, forbearing one another in love;|
giving diligenco to keop tho unity of the:
Spint in the bond of peaco. There ta
ono body and ono Spirit, ovon asalso yo
wero culled in ono hiopo of your calling ;
one Lomd, ono faith, one Laptisin, one
God and Fathor of all, who is over all,

« and through all, and in all.”—Eph, iv.
1.6, i
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Churches of Christ, Independent
and Dependent.®

T. b KNOWLEY

——
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Tn tho sublime utterance of Jasus of |
Nozareth, ** Upon this rock I will buiid !
My church, and the gates of Hades
shall not preveil against it,” wo find
tho first montion of the church of
Christ in the New Testamont. And
Lioro, coupled with tho assnrance of ils
divino origin, growth, and final trinmph ;
ovor death and the powers of darknoss,
is clearly oxpreasod tho ides of its one:
ness  This unity of the church we also
find the apostles constantly omphasiz-
ing in their preaching and lotters to tho
churchos, They spoak of but one
foundation : ** Aecording to the graco
of God whiok was given uuto me, as
& wiso masior.-buildor, I laid a founda-
Lion;" . . . “For other foiundation
¢an no roau lay than that which is laid,
whick is Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. iii. 10,
11).  Aud that tho saiuts are “ built
upou the foundation of the apostles and
propliots, Curisr Jrsus Himself being
tho chief corner stone, in whom each
soveral Luilding, fitly framed togetlior,
growoth iuto a holy temple in tho Lord ")
o « « “or a habitation of God in tho |
Spieit” (Eph. ii. 20 22). Thoy, ' as liv-
ing atonoes, aco built up & spiritual Jouse,
to bo a Lioly priesthood * {1 Poter ii. §).
Tho eaints everywhoro constitnto the
“One body,” as thero is ono Spirit,”
“ono Lord, ono faith, ono baptism,”
ote. (Eph, iv. 4.0); *“ For in ons Spirit
wors we all baptised ioto one body,
whethicr Jews or Grooks, whothor bond
or freo ; aud wero all made to deink of
ono spirit” {1 Cor. xii, 18).

Thus the church, founded upon the
one divius troth, # Jesus ig tho Chriat
tho Son of the living God,” was a unit
in faith and worahip, and obsorved tho
+: 1] things " commanded by tho Lord.
For * they continued ateadfaatly in tho
apostios’ teaching and fellowsbip, in
tho breaking of broad and tho prayers”
(Acteii. 42). It bocame necessary, in
carrying out tho divino commission (o
“mako disciples of all the nations,”
to form nomorons congregationa ae
churchios of Christ, purely as a matter
of convenience, howover, it boing quitoe
impossible for all of the disciples to
worship in oo placo, or meet at Jeru-
ealom, the birth place of tho chureh.
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| But. the forming of distinct oburehios

of Christ was, in no respect, a sopara-
tion of the * ono body " into unsympa-
thizing fragmonte. Nor did it consti.
tuto tho churechies wholly indepondont
ono of anothoer; rathier their individu.
ality becamo a part of tho divino plan
aud purposo for tha wider spread of
the Gospol and moro rapid growth of
Messialh’s kingdom. In all this their
uvity was etill preaerved, in tho *ono
bady,” ubited to the ome diviae
“Hoad.” And lot us noto, also, the
important fact that, notwithatanding
tho far reaching mission of tho Gospel
aud its constant contact with ovory sort
of influonco—political, roligions, phit.
osophic, social aud moral=yat it ovor
maintained ifs original purity and
anity of faith and doctrine. It gained
notbing and lest vothing, Ho new
Goapol was preached at Samaria, An-
tioch, Corinth or-Rome; nothing that
in any scngo differed from that fieat
proclaimed at Jernwsalem. Nagt the
apostles, ovorswhore, spake in the
strongost termes against any attowpt of
that sort. “If avy man preachoth
unto you any.Gospol other than that
whieli he reesived, 1ot him bo anthioma”
(Gal.1.9). “If any cometh unto you,
and bringoth not thie teaching, receive
bim not into your houes, and give him
no grooting” (2 John 10). Contend
earpostly for the faith which was once
for all delivered unto ihe saints” (Jude
8). ¢ That ye all speak the same
thing, and that thero bo no divisions
among you; but that ye bo perfected
togothor in the same mind and in the
same judgment™ (1 Cor, i. 10). Buch
were tho united aud authoritative in.
structions of the apostles as thoy sought
to maintain tho purity and unity of the
Gospel, and cultivate the Christ-like
spirit of love and sympathy in the
churches. Ard it is clear that from
the very first the disciples were fully
imbued with the unity idea. All sol.
fishness was minimized, as tho apostle
says, " The lovo of each ono of you all
toward oue another aboundoth” (2
Thess. i. 8). And tho sacred Listorian
records that, * The multitude of them
that belioved wore of ono hieart and
goul; and not one of them ssid that
aught of tho things which h. posscssed
was his own ; but thoy bad all things
common"” {Acte iv. 82). Nor was any
soctionnl fecling allowed to soparato
tho churchea. Tlho broadest charity
was inculeatod by the apostles and
practised by the churches.  Of this we
havo such oxamples as tho following:
] go unto Jerusalom minletoring
unto the saints. For it bath boen tho
good pleasure of Macedoris and Achain
to make a cerlain contribution for tho
poor amony the esiuts that aro at
Jorusalom. Yea, it hath boen their
good plessuro; and thoir debtors they
aro" (Rom. xv. 25.27). “For accord.
iug to thair power, I bear witness, yoa
and Loyond their power, thoy gave of
their own accord,” oto. (2 Cor. viii. 8).
Now, notwithelanding all this, and
much moze that might be presented
hero touohing the unity idea, that tho
churchos are one, and theroforo depon-
dent, it is frocly granted that thero is
o senao in whicki the churehos of Christ
aro independent of eaoh otler, namoly,
in tho managoment of tAsir oun affairs.
In such qucstions ns purcly rolato {o

kind and style of. houss of worship,
Loura of worship, managemont of ¢ascs
of dirciplino, and a thousand other
matlors portainiag to cach local con.
gregation of tho Jdiseiplos of the Lord,
and for the management of which no
specifio Iaws have boon given, requining
uniformity of action on the part of all
the churehes. Easoh churchk is per.
fecily indopendont of evor)" other, and
muet bo governed largely by its own
peculiar suzroundings in such matters.
But whiloe the churches aro individu.
ally borored with the right of self
govornment they are Leld rasponsible
for thte nso thoy make of this powor,
and are oxpocted to make the wisost
uso of sanotified comwon senso, that
ell things be duno ¢ decently aud in
ordor,”” and that God, in all things,
mey bo glorified. For this purpoze
cach chureh is under tho govornmont
of ita own olders, who aro placed over
tho flook of Ged by divino authority,
and to watch for tho sonls of all as
those who must givo ascount to the
chief Bhephiord at Nis appearing. All
aro thus *“undor law to Christ,” DBut,
in no ecuso is oither a church or an
individnal member amonable to any
ccolesiastical court of pope or presby.
tory, or mere htman anthority what.
ever. lieunce, any alien to the king.
dom of Chriat 3.7 Aelieves in Jesus as
thd Son of ’(iloif,‘i‘dqu"jiéfds obedicuco
to Him in baptiem, is entitled to im.
mediato membership in auy church of
Christ without boing asked to subseribe
to & humau croed or set of fossilized
opinions of men.

Ve bavo already ceen that the prin.
ciple of independency doos 1 ot ralesso
churohes from tho responsibility of
carefully msintaining the wolfaro of
ono another, and thus of tho church at
large. Indeed, oach church should so
feel its responsibility and guard its
liberty with the view of makiug iis
moral power folt for the largest amount
of good, Loth local and gencral. It
must be "a city sot on a hill,” that
fecanuot bo hid;” a *golden candle.
atiok,” thirowing afar tho light of divino
truth to direct tho souls of mon over
the dark sea of lifo, toward a rosting
placo in God's lovo,

1t is true, therefore, that thovo is no
guch thing as absoluts indepondency of
tho churches. Asin the material uni.
vorso, tho grand forccs of nature sro
but the upion of- olomonts, which
takon alone seem antagonistio to
oach other ; 80 in the ohureh, the prin.
ciples of indepondency and depondenoy
unite and co.oporato in tho missionary
epirit and purposs of tho Goapol, and
in tho highest purposos of church dis.
ciplino—*'the odifying of thoe body of
Christ,” that each individual may comeo
*'unto tho mecasuro of tho stature of
thio fulnoss of Christ” {Epl. iv. 18, 214).
Like tho vino and its branches, the
ehurclios of Christ Lave a lifo in com.
mon, both,with Him and cach othor.
Isolato ons Lraveh from all tho rest,
and it is sovered theroby from the
sotirce of life as well.  So, lot a chureh
become indepondont and isolated from
ail othora in rospoct to Christian sym.
pathy and co-oporation in missionary
wotrk, and it bhastons to a spiritual
"death, and tho fato of tho Lsodicean

church,

tho principlo of depandency hiolds tho |
higher and more important position. |
It is admitted that all cases of discip- |
line come andor the general law givon
by our Lord in Matd. xviii. 16-17. Dut
it muat aleo ho admitted that there is
‘no eot of ruloa given that will apply to
evory individual caso that may comeo
up for trial, Since cach caso has ite
own peculisrities as {o facts and cir-
cumsiances, it is ovident that oach
oaso must bo avaged and deoided
by ifsell. And ecnch church has
tho right to manegs hoer own cases
of diseiplino accordiug to her bost
judgmont, feoling uuder obligations to
ueo every propor effort to koep tho
ohurch pure and to save a annl—oven
to tho ¢ *t fulfilment of the injuno-
tion: ** Now, wo commnnud you, broth.
rop, in the namo of our Lord Jesas
Christ, that yo withdcaw yoursclves;
from ovory brothor that walkoth disor- '
dorly * (2 Thoss. i, 6).

Let us supposo, thon, that a church
has, to the beet of ite wisdom, given a
disorderly member o {air trial and
withdrawn from bim, is overy ofher
cliurch at liberty to carry its indopen.
dence 8o far as to disregard tho aotion
of that church ¢ No, Right here we
find that tho two principles meet, and!
& common-interest unites both inde.,

pendeney and dopondenoyin one, -For
it iv dodudiredgea that evely chiurch’
is undor obligation to Christ the Divine
Head to maintain the honor and purity
of His kingdom. '
Tho action of any ono ¢hurel in

miatters of discipline is entitled, there.
tore, to the respect avd support of
evory othor church, No church can
treat the autliority of a sister chureh
with disregard in mattors of disciplino,

sinco tho proper maintonance of purity

of life in tho churches, and tho integ-

rity of tho iustitutions of tho Gospel, e
au obligation from whick no church
can frog itsolf. Tho responsibility rests
aliko upon alt to “IBear yo one an-
other’s burdens, snd so fulfil the law
of Clrist” (Gal. vi. 2). It follows,

therefore, that if any church continnes
to rccognize a member from whom &
sister chiurch has withdrawn, and al.
lows him to sit at tho Lord's tablo,
and otherwiso holds fellowship with
hirm, that church so doiug openly vio-
lates not only all prineiplea of Chris.

tian courtosy betweon chorches of
Ohxiel, but aleo tho positive command,
““ Not looking each of you to Lis own
things, but cach of you also to the
thiugs of otbers ™ (Phil, ii. 4). Fur.

thermore, it worke an injury to the
impenitont one by enconzagieg bim in
lawlessuess and sin, instoad of inciting
him to ropeutanco. Churchos, as woll
asindividuals, are commanded to “keop
tho unity of tho Spirit in the Londs of
peaco ™ (Epb. iv. 8). But certain it is
thet this requirement is openly disroe-
garded whienover the action and aathor.
ity of & ohuech in mattcrs of discipline
aro treated with disrespect by anothor.

Tho principlo of dopendency recog-

nizes tho right of appesl to the momm.

ber withdrawn from. Wers churches
absolutely indopondont of cach othor,
tho action of each congregation in auy
given caso would Lo final, and the ac.
cused could havo no redress. Bat no

ite own finances, choico of preachor,| Iu the matter of church discipline, to tho requoct of a disfellowshiped

member to bo licard bofors a \‘m;mnit-
teo from other churchies when reason.
able objections are nrged against its

{raling. Such an appeal is simply from

tho ruling of a loeal charch to that of
tho churchat Iarge, Should anychareh,
therefore, rofuse to recognizo the right
of such an appesl, it would manifost
thoreby a very arbitrary spirit, and as.
sumo that the wisdom and ruling of its
eldership, whethor wise or otherwiso,
must not be called in question, and
that the accused must havoe no redress.
And, furthermors, it prosumos to suy

thattheintercstsof anindividualchureh.

aro paramouut to thoso of the chureh
at large! DBut, sinco it ie possiblo for
tho cldorship of avy church to bo at
fault in judgmont, though honest in
purpose, tha churches aro depondont
upon osch other for hkolp in coumsel,
and for mutual support in maiutaiving
good order and rightesusness in tho
churches everysliero. Henco, a proper
commities from sister churchos, one
freo frotn all mere local influence, and
with the welfare of tho cause in gens.
ral &t hoar, such a commitice bosomes
a contt of cquity, whoso aclion is con.
ridored final, and the judgment of tho
church at large in the case.

Lot ue suppose a chureh has fallen
n prey to falso teaching, by a ¢ wolf in
sheep's olothing,” it may bs, or through
unwiso disciptine, andJosos its power
for' uscfulness, and disgracos the canse
of the Lord, world the prineiplo of in.
dopendency forbid that any kindly
offort shoulil be mado by sietor churches
1o savo that ofe from doath and the
canse of Clrist from disgrace ?
Surcly not.  While no ceelesiastical
anthority can be nsed by cithor ons or
many churches over anothor, yet tho
principlo of chuoreli depoudency de-
mands that assistanca bo offered in
tho spirit of Lrothorly love, by way of
couneel, oxhortation, admounition, and
ovon rebnke.  Such a course is in ac.
cordance with the apostolic injanction,
" Lot no man seek his own, but caeh
bis neighbours’ goott” (1 Cor. x. 21).

'Thus, like tho diverging raysof light,
while they spring Trom one common
source, each performs its iudividual
work of beauty upon tho flowers, with
tiat and shado, or onrickes with doli-
cato flavor tho countloss varioties of
fruit ; yat all cooporate in replenishing
carth's gencroos storo for her variont
tenantry. So in the divine cconomy,
tho churches of Christ, while working
along tho lino of indevendoncy, cach
filling its mission of love, and waking
tho desort places to * rejoice aud blos.
#o1n &8 tho rose,” all ¢co-operate in the
grand accomplishmont of the divine
purposc in the glorious redemplion of
the huwan raco.

It is tho cross that makes tho peace
go sweol, Amid the toars of griof,
poaco keups ber silent placo like the
roinbow upon tho spray of tho cataract,
2. Bonar,

Labor, not enjoyment, should bo a
present thought with Christian people.
1t was dolightful to the disciples to be.
hold tho glory ol the transfigaration,
but they wore sont back to work,
Spiritual dolight should atir tho fire of
zoal and mako us the moro anxious to

churel can rightfally rofuse to accedo

servo others.— Standard,
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