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COBRESPONDENCE,
LETTER FROM CHINA

Please excuse my not writing for so long, «

I have had other business o attend to. Do you
suppose that our people m Canada are gomg 1o
wake up to their responsibthities?  ‘The church
of Chnst should not be on the detensive and
merely keeping up an existence at home, but
should be on the aggressive reaching out to all
the nations of the earth and fighting darkness
and s, With farth m our brethren at home
we have opened work 1 one of the largest
centres of China, the seat of government of three
provinces, nearly one hundred muhons of people,
Nankm itself has about one-hatf mullion. It
would surprise one of our brethren at home to
see how thickly settied this part of China 1s, and
how numerous are the large towns and villages,
Millions of these people ..we never heard the
gospel, and those who bave heard but parually
understand.  “The laborers are 100 tew. Qur
misstonaries are as yet only prepanng tor work,
and can only speak mnpestectly the language.
God has blessed us rizhly so far, two have been
baptized and others are learning the way, \When
God has encouraged us s, are we going to falter?
We are praying and workug for ten more young,
well educated men for Chiua at once.  We must
have more men to do good work 1n this large
‘place.  We should have at least one other medi-
calman.  Many Chinese hear the gospel to scoff
and ndcule, but there are those of googd and
honest hearts, “They are o sunken m sin that
they will not come to us for the truth. We
must “*go out inte the fughways and hedges and
compel them to come m.” Sputual, unlike

Soun atter Bro. Summer's departare mutterings
ot disapprobition began to be heard from several
quarters. A young Presbytenan minisezr, who, L
dare venture 1 53y, never read two of our pub-
Ieations ar heard as many ot our setmons, pub-
licly warned the congregation he was invited to
address, hot to hear our preaching, while the
Baptist preacher, Reve Mr Guy courageously
announted through the town papers that on the
2nd September he would preach n the wmorning
on * The Church ul Chnst defined and imntolerant
Sectarian Bigotry condemned” and-an the even.
g on * e gospel of the devil, or Satua as an
angel of Iight exposed.” ~ 7

1 did net hear the discourse ' the morning
but bemng curious to know somedany wbout tne
' Gospel of the devil” I made 1t a pont to hear
what the Reverend gentleman had to say as to
what the gospel of the devil was, and who was
preachung that gospel.  Consequentdy, supplied
with penail and paper | hied away in the evening
to hear and record the words of tis newly

and L4 verses of 2 Tun. 3 chapter, he began o
discourse which for misrepresentauon and mani-
testations of ignorance and vindictveness has
not been surpassed this side ot the dark ages.,
He boldly declared that the Disciples did not I
sbehieve i “repentance” as a conditon of sal-
vation, that they denounce and consign to hell
all denominations except themselves, that they |!
believe all that is necessary m order to salvation
is bapusm, &c., &c  While histeming to thns,
harangue the words of our Saviour came mto
my mind, * Blessed are they which are perse-
cuted for rightcousness sake” for theirs 15 the

witual blessings 10 others will have the most

;:w;aspimual hte. What will become of a church

that can only expend money occasionally for a
preacher to edily usclf, and does not consider
the world’s needs? I think it must be a taiture
because it disobeys Christ’s comnussion, * Go
into all the world and preach the gospel to every
cteature.”  All cannot go, but they can ¢ncour-
age by their prayers, and contnibute of their
means for this great work. ‘I'rue it 1s easier to
give the dollars than (0 go out to the field, but
God will bless the giver.  Cannot the Canadian
churches send out anotherman?  The Canadian
Methodists have some of the best missionaries
in Japan. Cannot the Canadian Disciples send
some first-class men to China?
Yours in Christ,
W, K Mackriy,
Shanghai, Sept. 5,88,

MEAFORD LETTER.

Knowing that the brethren throughout the
Province are always desirous of hearing of the
success of the gospel, and not having seen
much church news from this scction of the
Lord’s vineyard lately, 1 have concluded to send
the following, trusung that space will be found
in your esteemnced paper for the same.

Dunng the month of August Bro. Damel
Sommer, of the Octegraplie Review, hield a meet-
ing in our new meeting house here which lasted
over four Lord’s Days and which was attended
with success, 30 being added.  Bro. Sommer is
a large, well built dnd manly man, in the prime
of life, possessed of a powerlful voice, and on the
platform presents a commanding appearance and
proclaims the truth as he sees 1t in a clear, em-
phatic and convincing manner. e is a diligent
student of God's word and in his preaching aims
1o inspire contidence in that word as man’s only
rule of faith and practice.

For the eacourageinent of those who are in.
terested and engaged in Sunday-school work, 1
nmught say that of the 30 baptized during this
weeting about 20 are scholars who regularly
attend the Sunday-school.  May God bless them
and keep their young hearts pure and true to
the cause which they have espoused.

For some unexpliined or unexplainable cause
a successful meeting iy sure to arouse the ire of
one or all of the scctarian preachiers in the place.
No exception to that rwle was made in this case,

shall revile you and persecute you n/nd\ly,'-'lLs'n‘gI

all manner of evil aganst you falsc!y’ A2 e
ATJUILL wlil ve TALTCUIg GRIKTUT great is yRUY

. A
reward in heaven; for so persecuted they ‘the
prophets which were before you.” .

tury draws towards its close, and light and liberty
are supposed to abound, Baptist preachers as
well as ministers of other sectarian denominations
should know better and act better than did the
persecutors who lived during the catlier years
of previous reformations.  But when preachers
are frequently found warning people against even
attending our meetings, denouncing our teaching
as dangeious, declanng that we ignore “repent.
ance” as a condition of salvation, that we teach
and believe that water washes away sin, that we
consign to perdition such heroes > Luther, 73al-
vin, Wesley, Knox and all ummmersed persons
and that we deny the existence and operation of
the Holy Spirit, &¢., Xc., 1t seems to me that such
preachers possess charactenstics which became
the dark ages more than this age of hght and
hberiy.

* I cannot understand how it 1s that men who
claim 0 be called of God 1o preach the un-
searchable riches of Christ, peace and good will
to men, and that chanty which thinketh no evil,
will so persistently misrepresentour teaching. ‘The
wordamsrepr esent 100 feebly expresses mymeaning
inasmuch as it is a fact well known to all honest
readers that not one single writer, preacher or
publie teacher of note or standing in our ranks
has ever taught that it is #of necessary for men
to **repent” i order to salvation or that zeafer
washes away sin &¢,

The Campbells, Scotts, Stoncs, Milligans,
Lards, Frankhs, Erretts, Allans, McGarveys and
a host of others—grand and valiant wen, taught
and are sull teaching that faith, repentance, cone
fession and obedience are essenuial to salvation
or pardon from past sing, that without these pre-
requisites 2l the waters in the world cannot wash
away sur. They also taught and teach tha the
Holy Spirit dwells in all God’s children, that the
body of Christ or his church is permeated by
that Spirit und that “ It any man have not the
sparit of Chnist he is none of lus,” Vet notwith-
standing these facts men who want to be con.
sidered honest, who would be horrified were we
to characterize thet as slanderers will continue
to riterate statements, with relerence to our
faith and practice, which have been denicd and
disproved timles without number.

May God hasten the day  when secrarian

bigotry will give place to the glonous liberty

fledged “ Campbelite slayer.”  After reading a paery sphere that we find the most revolung fan-
portion of the eleventh chapter of second Cor Atefsn and the most degradng supersutions,

kingdom of heaven.” * Blessed are ye when mma".gj‘#ml psingiple.

akarpinitasoesliuli gor oo il

It appears to me, that as the nincteenth .con-}18 attended with pecubar dangers.

wluch belongs o s dutdren ond when preaci
vos and teachers will not shan to dedlare the trath
tie whole guth and nothimg bt the b,
yhen, ard not tadl then can we expect 1o see the
Sahority of Justs Chrst umiversadly adnutied
d respected and the Bible enalted to that
jostion which wvery traly loyal atizen of His
ke ngdoir destres 1t to vecupy,

Meatord, Oct. 1st, 1588, LT, Law
P20 =Siee Bro. Sommer's meetng closed
10 more have put on Christ m lus own appont-
ed way; they came out at our reguiar Sunday
evemng meetings under the preaching ot our
baloved brother Strlng, and thus the good work
noves on, HT. L.

————— >

DANGERS OF CONSCLENTIQUSN LSS,

Everything good has dangers connected with
W5 and the better 1t 15, the greater the penl ot
its perversion and misuse.  Relyion embraces
tiie highest mterests of man, and yet 1t 1s in this

Jtas just because rehgion 1s so high and sacred
it tiang, that gross and low conceptions, enter-
tamed as religious, seem so reputsive to noble
thinds.  Phefact that a mother throws her ntant
ifto the river as a relgrons act lends new horror
fo the deed.  Where any shocking act is com-
fautted under a fanatical, religious enthustastn,
1t seems doubly homnble for that very reason.
Hence men shudder most at the crumes wiich
wwere commited under the name of religton,
The sacred nante of religion has been.made to
cover the most dangerous and deceptive acts
and plans of men. These facts iustrate a
1 Livery .good quamy- has
reuliniangits éonnetted with it in-thesense.

questions of nght and wrong, It untar and
URJUSL, IS of tiere epediency and judy
ment, fof woman to seek 10 mvest his OpinLn
with the sanctions of nglt, and to brand the
vp, esite opinton as wrong. It s precsely in
thrs way that pusonal wishes, prejudices, and
cven crotchuts, are otien paraded as matters of
consaence, i order to win for them the con-
sideration which 15 generally telt to be due to
real consaientions convicttons,

There are speeial aeficaliies and dangers ans- -
my from the fact that the comcrences of many
men are narrow and uninteibgent, By many gt
I fult to be quite enough to justity, or at least to
excibe, any act, that 1t 15 conscientiously done.
In fact, thes carcumstance alone does tiot neces-
sanly speak strongly m its favor.  "The unportant
question is by swhat sort of a conscience the act
15 supported. "It may be a consctence “seared
as with a hot (ron,” dutled to the finer perception
of rigit and wrong, or a conscrence so permeated
with pride and sclfishnes. that ¢ justifies its
possessor m whatever he may do.  ’Lhe fact that
an act s conscientious does not make 1t right.
Men need to be more than conscientions ; they
need to be mteligent, keenly sensitive to truth
and goodess, and quick to discern the distine-
tion buetween ethneal questions and those which
belong to other spheres.

There 15 a type of conscientiousness which,
though not of the highest order, 15 5ull deserving
of most careful and considerate treatment. It
is that over-sensitive and tmd conscientiousness
which 15 so amvious to avoid il that it finds
evil, or fears it may find it, in matters having no
moral character in themeelves. Such was the
conscientiousness of the “weak brethren” whom
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{ »SﬁCdnsénqnxicusduszjs;nn excellent quahty; but,

asn is-exefcised by imperfect human vature, it
‘I'his resuits
partly trom the feeling that 2 man's conscience
ts sacted and inviolable.  Our doctrines of re-
tiglous and intellectual hberty have made much
ot this 1dea, We respect men's conscentious
convictions. “I'is s a noble and generous atti
tude of mind, but it involves us often in the
necessity of trying to respect a conscientiousness
which scarcely deserves respect. It tempts and
encourages men to parade under the name ot
consctence much that 1s not farly entitled to be
digniiied by that honorable name.

What are some of the dangers here alluded to ?
One s the tendency to enlarge the sphere of
conscience 50 as to make & embrace more than
matters of moral mport.  Some religons people
suddenly display & marvelously quickened con-
seentioustiess about the way i which the church
work shall be done, or the business managed, or
the expenses raised,  Really the questions in-
volved are only questtons of espediency, proba
bly; but an advantage 1s gained by the man who
has a partienlar view or plan it he can create the
impression that he has conscientious scruples m
the matter,—that the question whether the salary
shall be raised by pew-rents. subscription or vol-
untary contnbutions, 1s with lim a matter of
conscience. It he can make himselt and others
believe that it 1s so, he gans added respect and
constderation for tus view or theory by taking 1t
out of the sphere of mere practicability and
policy, and digmtying 1t with peculiar and woral
sighiicance.

I'tus method of clevating questions of taste
and Judgment mto questions of wonscience s,
probably, honestly pursued as a general wule;
but 1t 15 not, tor that reasen, less spectous and
dangerous.  Persons have been known who have
had conscientious seruples aganst standing dur-
g the mvocation at church, and how many
devout persons have beer known to dechine, tor
conscrence” sake, to jom in the Lords prayer or
the reading ot a portion of Scnpture.  “Fhese wre
questions of propricty, no doubt 1 but they should
be treated as stuch, and pot as it one coutse were
wherently right, and the other inherently wrong,

A contusiig of nrorai and non-moral «questions
iy one of the dangers that most trequently appears
under the guise of conscchtiousnesy,  “bhis e
sults trom an unwarranted extensien of the sphere
ol comscience, which properly cabraces only

‘early-huirches!-They hidfbeen SHYEREd £

hepthenistnl it tiolibeat the wossides.
.of theia fearcdfa’ et 6f-thdtiicat ‘of- Animhls
which had been slain -’
was & most natural and pardonaoe, though not
a highly mtelligent, scruple. It showed a de-
tective idea ot Chnsttamty which makes defile-
ment moml, and not physical. It showed a
lngenng beliet or assumption that an idol was
“something in the world’ which was contrary to
fact.  St. Paul treely characierized it as a ground-
less prejudice, but he was so wise as to under-
stand its sources and the best mode of treating
. Its worst feature was sunply that it was weak,
It did not involve any fundamental moral per-
version. Hence he did not attack it. It would
remedy itoclf as the work ol Christian instruction
procceded.  When these converts grew out of
then heathen conceptions of external detilement
mto the etincal wdeas which Christiamty teaches,
their scruples would tail anay of themselves.

Kt 15 clear, then, that there 1 a wide ditference
among those forms ot conscientiousness which
deal with non-moral questions.  Some are bold
and pretentious, others are tinud and humble.
These qualitics mark two classes of men who are
conscientious in by no means the best way, One
i loud and confident.  Lhey know they are
nght, and that thuse of ditterent views and
practices ave wrong.  “Lhe man of this type 15 no
“weak brother;” he s nothing if not “strong”
i his own upintons, and contident of s correct-
ness.  he man ot the other class is hot so sure
he s nght; m tact, he s so uncé‘?t‘am that he is
olten morbidly anvious lest he go wrong. St

faul met both classes ot men, and dealt very
dufferently with them.  “Fhe Pharnisce is a type
ot one class, the “w  « brother” of the other.
We all know both dasses of men. ‘The finst
class 15 consaaentious, but otten stubbornly and
selfishly so; the other 1 conscrentious, but
generally vedhly and unmtelbgently so. Dot
need instruction, bHut m ditferent ways. ‘The
man of “srong’ consclenes, who has convic-

tions so condent and numerous thac he has a
prononnced judgment on adl questions, necds to
fearn that consagnce may become so compre-
Bensive as to lose allats quality 3 and the man
of “waak' comaence, who tinds meral ques-
tons where there are none, needs to be hindiy
tanght that there are gquite enough real moral
questions to keep & man's conscivnice busy, with-
vtit torang ® o labor i spheres where plun
comimnoen sehse Iy wholly competent to act.

A <plendad qualty is consantionsnes; but
1t nieeds to be enbghtened, unseitichy just, sensi-

tive and wise,—Sunday Scheol Lo,

St. Paul treated swaisely-andmunerqusly, inshyg ==
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