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(Ç~ ~ - is1 narrated of an old
4. philosopher that inone

of lus fiigh:s of pro
phetie fancy, hie sawv

-. many ýý oiderfuil thingys

that, were to corne to
hiass, and which his

-0 prophetic soul told hiîn
would one day be actually conisumniatcd ;
prodigies, the niere miention of wvhich
caused a smnile of derision to play about
the lips of the knowing ones. Amiong
those inarvels, howev ýr, even the wildest
flighits of imiagination neyer carried hini to
the imipossible feat of annihilating space
and timie, and the most extravagant
nietamiorphosis of Ovid wvould have been
miore readily believed than that, twvo persons
at a distance of a few miles froni each other
could have instantanieous comm-unication
with one another. Truth, however, lias
again outdone fiction and not only can
neiglboring cities converse with one
another, but across the depths of the
iiiighty ocean, has the wonderful mind of
mian devised a plan to harness the 'vingcd
electrical m-essenger, and thie events; of
Europe can be served up in the Amierican
papers withi the same speediness with
which the London limes regales its readers
with the events of th-- previous day and
night.

'l'le hiscory of the then utopian attemlpt
to connect the two continents hy elec-
tricity reads like a piece of fiction, and in
going over the life of its intrepid pronioter
and chief organizer, Cyrus W'est Field, we
cannot but mnarvel, îiot only at the daring
conception, but also at the dogged per-
severance with wvhich hie fougbit against
disappointnients suffici Cnt to dishearten
any but a Napoleon of enterprise.

In the hmnited space of an article in the
O'vî. it is flot for a momient to be pre-
sumied that much justice can be done to
a subject of such iniport, and in place of
starting at the beginning, we nmust content
ourselves with comimencing in 'l nedias
res," in supposing that the Owvî,s readers
are famiiliar %vith the origin and dt velop-
ment of electricity in its first mercantile

adaptationi ; thiat they ktiow how~ it becanie
a transmnitter of newvs by means of the
telegraljh, under the skilful mianipulation
of Morse and other experts, after the
diý;covery of constant batteries by Volta
and Galvani. Ail of thîs do we take for
granted that our readers know, and we at
once procee-d to treat of the subject of this
,article, submnarine telegraphy, ith special
refere,îce to the promoter of the scheme,
Cyrus XVest Field.

'l'le idea of scnding messages under
watesr is said to have first been proposed
by Salva in 1 7.97 betwveen Barcelona and
Pal1mia i n Maj orca ; 1fn 183' 9 D)r. O'Shaugh-
nessy tried it in India. Morse successfully
laid a copper 'vire from Governor's Island
in New York B3ay to New York City, and
Samuel Colt did likewise fronli Coney
Island to the city. In Europe the first
cable 'vas laid across tlie Rhin _ at Cologne
by Siemians, wbo used gutta-percha as an
insulator.

'l'lie success of aIl these- attempts justi-
fied the B3ritish, always the first prom)oters
of commnercial projects, to attemipt the lay-
ing of a cable acrobs the Channel, and
accordingly in 1850 a single copper %vire
waq laid f rom Dover to Calais. The suc-
cess of this venture, however, wvas short-
lived, but in 1851 four wires wvere laid
with comiplete satisfaction.

The Channel cable %vas submnerged by
a British vessel by fastening one end to
the coast and slowvly paying out the rest
across the Channel. The success soon
induced atteiipts in other direc.tions.and
between 3850 and i86o vnany miles of
cable were laid.

But although ail these minor attempts
wvere successful, flot even the miost sang-
uine thought of connecting the continents.
The nearest approacbi was to cable the
Gulf of St. Lawrence and the Irishi Sea
and to have a fast line of steamiers ply
betveen Newfoundland and the west coast
of Ireland and thus put the continents
withiîi five days of each other. But in
185 7 somne experimients attempted in 'vires
two thousandiimiles long brought the hope of
connecting the continents More within the


