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feil into grievous crimes. They were truly
divine fur th'ey knew rio age and %vere
neyer to die. They could f oreteil %vhat
would befil a person ; but mach miust
have been hidden from them, for even
J uiiter could be deceived. They wvere
powerless before the decrees of fate. They
at imes mioved amiong men in any formi
they chose. Messages and signs could be
sent by theni snch as "'ere annionntced by
the oracle of Deiphi, or hy the -cries,
chirping, catin- or flighit of hirds, or by
the peculiar formation of the entrails of
certain animaIs. It %vould seern then tEat
the religions belief of the Grecks though
firrn was ill-defined and to a certain extent
contradictory That the gods wcre flot
impeccable excites the surprise of the
miodern mythological studerit. It. should
be borne in mmid, however, that the an-
cient classic nations had no distinct know-
ledgc of the spirituality of the sou].
Cictero \'rote as f lo.'ows: " There is, 1
kni-ow not how, in the minds of nien, a,
certain presage, as it were, of a future
existence, and this takzes the deepest root
and is most discoverable in tie greatest
bgeiiuses and miost exalted sotils."J Fromn
thcse words ive iimîst infer that the Paýanis
hiad but a fceble: notion of spirittîality.
Thev hnd no well defined knowIecl!,e a-, to
ivhat the shiade.s of the dead wcere. In a
word they "'etc too sensuious to have a
conception of rlîing-; absolutely and essen-
tially spiritual. I-Ience their godî for themn
wcre hieings not altogethier supernatural
but ratlier deiied nmen, and as sucli were
subject to a certain extent to hinman
fraihties.

'Phat the maj-jrity of Uic ancient Greeks
believed iii the actu--d exis'ence of the
gfOds niav be proiven frorn Uic enthiusiasiii
di-;IpIayed by thiiî in repelling the attrcks
directed- agairist Uîcir rcligious belief. He
%vis doomicd to dcith who openly preachcd
aùth ,isin or iic'noilheisti. It bas been
assertud by sonie tli.-t this plrotection wvas
extended to Uic deities 1w' the rulers who
wishied to nm-ke use of the popular credu-
lity in the supurnatuna to diguisc their
arts of tyranny and oppression. Tlruc iL
is that not a kcw unscropulous potentates
by attrihutiîîg tie injustice of 'vbicli Uîcy
were g(uilty to inspiration froni the realins
ahove shielded themiselves frorn the %vrath,
of their subjects. But the ver)' fact that
the nîythological religion continuied to

thrive even under suchi adverse circtîm-
,stances is a proof in îts01f Uiat faith in it
wvas deeply rooted in thc hcearts of iLs
adherents. 'Ihat faitlî for centuîries wvith-
stood oppositiofl-op)osition the miost
difficult to battle against, viz., insinuating
underhanded. This olpposiLion- was car-
ried on by thosc wvho entertained a purer,
a igher notion of divinity than that cmn-
bodied by the gods. And what shall we
say of these attacks madc against the
national religion. It is unden iable that
snch opposition 'vas riglit and just so far
as it "as directed against the above men-
tioned abuses and against the arbitraçy
fictions or grossly sensuai features of
mythology. Tiiese objectors, hiowever,
had but a faint idea of the strength, of the
fortress ne'ainst which they directed Ulieir
attacks. As tiey had flot trnth wvherewith
to replace the national religion by attncmpt-
ing to perfect Uic latter they ran the risk
of destroying it altogether and of laying
open the way to atheismi.

Tihe chain wvhich bound Uic Grcek
nation so firnîly together ivas commohd
faith iii the gods. T1his 'vas t'ne life blood
of Greece's sirengthi ind !,uperiority. The
death of this faith nîcant the nation's
downfall. A certain rela-ttin ever exists
between the worship of a nation an-d the
display of energy 'vhichi it puts forth, So
that its wvorship) is in sonie way the source
of a nation*s plîysical, moral and intellec-
tuai strength. AIl the grea' ages have
been -tÎ.es of belief. History will bear us
ont in Uic assertion that whien there wvas
any extraordiiiary nianifc station of 1-ower,

we reat na-.tional muoverneîîs benan
wheni arts flourishied, wvhen hieroic deeds
were accompilli>lhed, wlien great poerns
were writteii, the human soul wvas in a
fernment of religions exultation. Art to
reach anything like perfection requires a
certain amounit oif the suîcrnatural cIe-
ment. Bulwver Lytton tedls us duit art is
the effoit of nlian to express5 the ideas.
-whlîih natnré sugge(Sns Io imii of a power
above nature. 'l'ie niasterpieces oi pagan
architectture werc tic temples cected in
honour of the gods. It is not too niuch
to say that Uic archiitect of iliese nrii.
cent structures acted undcr Uic inspirition
-if it niav bc so namied-of tme notion
lie lîad of the bonour due to Jie poiver
above nattîre. Thus, the niasterpiece of
Phidias, the great Grecian sculptor, wias


